
��������
��)�.���)+.
��+,)��.����.��������

�������� )'%��	����	�����
��((.��',)��)#��*
��%��)*��&��+"�#)�!,�*+*�-�$�'%��

����
������	
��������
��	������������������������������������
�

�
���

��
�
��

THE INDEPENDENT | Ashland | Kentucky N AT I O N Thursday, May 3, 2012   A9

BEEBE, Ark. (AP) When she
plucked a winning lottery
ticket out of  the trash,
Sharon Jones’ luck changed
instantly. The $1 million
prize let her pay off  debts,
give thousands of  dollars to
her children and buy a
gleaming new pickup truck.
But now her jackpot is in

jeopardy. A judge ruled this
week that the money be-
longs to another woman,
who says she threw the tick-
et away after a lottery ma-
chine incorrectly told her it
was a loser. The Arkansas
Lottery Commission insists
there are no problems with
its equipment.
“Why does she have the

right to come back after
she’s already thrown it
away and say, ‘Oh no. Now
that it is a winner, I want
the money?”’ asked Jones’
husband, William, who was
laid off  last year after work-
ing in construction.
Sharon Jones claimed the

$1 million prize last July,
turning in a scratch-off  “Di-
amond Dazzler” ticket that
the other woman, Sharon
Duncan, had purchased ear-
lier at the Super 1 Stop con-
venience store in Beebe,
about 35 miles northeast of
Little Rock.
Duncan told a judge she

discarded the ticket after an
electronic scanner told her
it was “not a winner.”
“And then the next thing,

you know, 10 months later,
you’re fighting for some-
thing that was trash,”
William Jones said.
Years ago, Sharon Jones

quit her job washing dishes
at a cafe in nearby Searcy to
tend to her father-in-law as

he was dying from a lung
disease. To make money,
she often collected discard-
ed lottery tickets because
they can qualify for second-
ary prizes. What used to be
her father-in-law’s bedroom
now contains three large
plastic bins full of  thou-
sands of  old tickets — and a
copy of the winning ticket.
Jones discovered the tick-

et was a winner when the
state’s database wouldn’t
let her enter the ticket num-
ber.
The state Lottery Com-

mission said it is confident
its machines work properly.
“We’ve never had a report
of  a mis-scanned ticket,”
spokeswoman Julie
Baldridge said.
William Jones said the

couple was living paycheck-
to-paycheck before hitting
the jackpot. After the two
claimed their prize money,
they looked to buy a house
to replace the ranch-style
home they live in now.
“That was one of  the first

things on our agenda,” he
said, explaining that their
plans all “got shattered”
when ownership of  the tick-
et was disputed. A judge is-
sued a restraining order —
but only after the Joneses
spent some of the money.
The two now have about

$490,000 remaining from the
$680,000 they received after
taxes. They say they gave
tens of thousands of dollars
to their children and about
$4,500 to a relative who has a
child with Down syndrome.
One of  Duncan’s attor-

neys said his client isn’t
ready to talk about the lot-
tery ticket yet.

Women claim
discarded
lotto ticket

GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) A former
adviser to John Edwards recount-
ed Wednesday how the former
presidential candidate’s now-de-
ceased wife indignantly confronted
her husband, baring her chest in
front of staff members the day af-
ter a tabloid reported that he was
cheating on her.
During a session that saw Ed-

wards’ adult daughter flee the
courtroom in tears, Christina
Reynolds described how a very up-
set Elizabeth Edwards stormed
away from her husband, then col-

lapsed in a ball on the pavement
outside a private airplane hangar.
Reynolds and another woman
guided the anguished wife into a
nearby ladies room to compose
herself, but she soon returned to
the private hangar to again con-
front her husband. 
In front of  several staff  mem-

bers, the woman who had endured
grueling treatments for breast can-
cer took off  her shirt and bra, ex-
posing her chest.
“’You don’t see me anymore,”’

Reynolds quoted Elizabeth Ed-

wards as screaming. “He didn’t
have much of a reaction.”
As staffers scrambled to cover up

Edwards’ wife and huddle her into
a car, Reynolds heard the Demo-
cratic candidate use a cell phone to
call his wife’s doctor to ask for help.
Edwards then boarded a waiting

jet and took off  for his scheduled
appearance in South Carolina,
Reynolds said.
She testified that Elizabeth Ed-

wards had known about her hus-
band’s affair with Rielle Hunter be-
fore The National Enquirer made

it public in October 2007. Hers was
the most stirring testimony of the
day at Edwards’ trial on corruption
charges, as prosecutors worked to
build a timeline of the affair and ef-
forts to cover it up.
Shortly before Reynolds began

her account of what happened that
day at the Raleigh airport, Ed-
wards turned to his daughter Cate,
who has been seated in the front
row for much of her father’s trial. 
“I don’t know what’s coming,”

Edwards was heard saying. “Do
you want to leave?”

She responded to him in a whis-
per, grabbed her purse and walked
out, wiping away tears. Edwards
was heard saying, “Cate, Cate” as
she left. She returned to court
about a half hour later, after a brief
recess. 
Shortly before her testimony

about the airport argument,
Reynolds recounted that Elizabeth
Edwards asked her over to the cou-
ple’s gated estate near Chapel Hill
in the summer of 2007 to tell her
that her husband had confessed to
an affair the prior year. 

JOHN EDWARDS’ TRIAL ON CORRUPTION CHARGES:

Adviser tells of wife’s reaction

SAN DIEGO (AP) A college
student picked up in a feder-
al drug sweep in California
was never arrested, never
charged and should have
been released. Instead, au-
thorities say, he was forgot-
ten in a holding cell for four
days.
Without food, water or ac-

cess to a toilet, Daniel
Chong had to drink his own
urine to survive and began
hallucinating on the third
day.
He told The Associated

Press in an interview
Wednesday that he saw little
Japanese-style cartoon
characters that told him to
dig into the walls to find wa-
ter. Chong ripped apart the
plastic lining on the walls. 
“I ripped the walls and

waited for the room to flood
for some reason,” said the
23-year-old University of
California, San Diego, stu-
dent, three days after he left
the hospital where he was
treated for dehydration and
kidney failure. “I can’t ex-
plain my hallucinations too
well because none of  them
make sense.”
Later he added, “I felt like

I was completely losing my

mind.”
Four days later, agents

opened the door on a fluke
and found him covered in
his own feces, he said. 
The top Drug Enforce-

ment Administration agent
in San Diego apologized
Wednesday for Chong’s
treatment and promised an
investigation into how his
agents could have forgotten
about him. 
Chong’s lawyer, Eugene

Iredale, said he intends to
seek damages from the DEA
and may file a lawsuit
against the government.
“He nearly died,” Iredale

said. “If  he had been there
another 12 to 24 hours, he
probably would have died.”
The incident stands out as

one of the worst cases of its
kind, said Thomas Beau-
clair, deputy director of  the
National Corrections Insti-
tute, a federal agency that
provides training and tech-
nical assistance to correc-
tions agencies.
“That is pretty much un-

heard of,” he said, noting
that, in his 40-year career, he
has heard of instances where
people were forgotten
overnight but not for days. 

College student
left in cell 
4 days recalls
hallucinations


