
SUNDAY, AUGUST 19, 2012  »  LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  »  KENTUCKY.COM/SPORTS  »  SECTION B

SPORTS
SUNDAY

Anthony Davis 
poster page — B3

There’s too much focus on recruiting, Doug Collins says — B5

Sports Editor Gene Abell  »  Phone (859) 231-3237  »  Email hlsports@herald-leader.com  »  To report a score call 231-3225 or toll free at (888) 222-7026 after 5 p.m.

Keeneland president Nick Nicholson passed by the walking ring on a sunny day in April. After 13 
years guiding the racetrack, Nicholson is retiring Sept. 1, to be replaced by Bill Thomason.
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Q&A WITH NICK NICHOLSON

Many have tried and failed  
to retire from the Thorough-
bred industry. Count trainer 
Larry Jones, jockey Pat 
Valenzuela and Keeneland 
vice president of sales Walt 
Robertson as a collective 
Exhibit A.

Nick Nicholson swears he 
is going to buck that trend 
Sept. 1 when he steps down 
after 13 years as president 
of Keeneland. During his 
tenure at the helm of one of 

racing’s most revered tracks, 
Nicholson oversaw Keeneland 
through such milestones as 
attendance and wagering 
records as well as through 
economic downturns and 
divisive industry issues.

Offering his insight on 
some of the sport’s more 
pressing topics was always 
part of Nicholson’s duties. 
Talking about the impact he 

himself has had, however, is 
enough to make him twist 
uncomfortably in the chair he 
is about to vacate.

“I’m more comfortable 
talking about issues or ab-
stract events than I am me,” 
he laughed. 

For the last time in his 
current capacity, Nicholson 
talked with the Herald-
Leader about the transition 
for himself and incoming 
president Bill Thomason, the 
challenges he and his succes-
sor face, and why he warns 
against those counting the 
Thoroughbred industry out.

TRANSITION SHOULD 
BE SEAMLESS, HE SAYS

Keeneland president reflects on 
his 13 years and what’s ahead 

By Alicia Wincze Hughes
awincze@herald-leader.com

FIRST OF TWO PARTS
Next Sunday: Nick Nicholson  
talks about ways to solve some  
of Thoroughbred racing’s most 
challenging problems.

See NICHOLSON, B8

The only thing possibly 
more deceiving than seeing 
a pre-season football scrim-
mage with your own two 
eyes is not seeing a pre-sea-
son football scrimmage.

With that in mind, after 
two closed football scrimmag-
es, the second of which took 
place Saturday morning, here 
are 10 things we think we 
know about this UK football 
team.

1. Maxwell Smith will be the 
starting quarterback.

We don’t know this for 
sure, but all signs seem to 
point to the sophomore win-
ning the job. 

And Saturday, Smith 
directed a 98-yard touchdown 
drive that was the highlight 
of the scrimmage.

2. The offense is much 
further along than a year ago.

We base this not just on 
the 98-yard drive the offense 
put together (we were told) 
in Saturday’s scrimmage. We 
base this on the fact that last 
fall the word we kept hearing 
was “playmakers” in that the 
staff was looking for “play-
makers.” This year, we have 
not heard that word. Or not 
as much.

3. Demarco Robinson can 
handle the hype.

There were camp whispers 
about Demarco Robinson 
last year when he was a true 
freshman wide receiver/kick 
returner of some natural 
ability. Alas, the transition 
from high school to college 
was not a smooth one for 
Robinson, who showed noth-
ing more than flashes.

This fall, those whispers 
have grown into statements 
of naked optimism. Head 

LOOKS LIKE SMITH WILL 
GET NOD AS STARTER

Tidbits 
gleaned 
behind 

UK’s gate

JOHN 
CLAY
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See CLAY, B4

Defensive tackles Donte Rumph (99), Mister Cobble, (97) and Tristian Johnson (51) are part of a deep defensive line. Cobble has been keeping his phone off and 
declining most interviews in an effort to focus on his new responsibilities as a team leader. 
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Mister Cobble knew there 
were interview requests, but 
he would politely decline.

Kentucky’s junior defensive 
tackle has tuned out the ques-
tions and shut out the noise 
during this fall camp.

“I cut out everything,” 
Cobble said this week in his 
one interview since Aug. 2. “I 
don’t call anyone back home. 
I just try to focus. My phone’s 
off now and I have no incen-

tive to turn it on.”
He has one singular focus: 

to make the UK defensive line 
better.

Before, he would do it 
by trying to improve on his 
own and quietly follow the 
lead of the veterans ahead 
of him.

Now, the Cats’ top return-
ing tackler on the defensive 
line (33 last season) knows 
he has to be a leader, too.

He also knows that leading 
is not his strongest suit.

“It’s weird,” he said. “I’ve 
never been the leader type. 
There are certain things a 
leader does that nobody else 
does. A lot of people expect 
things from you. There’s stuff 
you have to do every day. … 
You can’t tell somebody to do 
something you won’t do your-
self.”

It wasn’t so long ago that 
Cobble was struggling to do 
anything the right way.

He missed all but one 
game of his redshirt freshman 

year because of poor grades. 
When he got eligible, he 
wasn’t in the shape he need-
ed to be in.

Much like his friend and 
fellow defensive tackle Donte 
Rumph, expectations were 
high but not reached.

Both of them wanted to 
change that. So they got seri-
ous about strength and con-
ditioning, lost weight, built 
muscle. They worked hard 
with coach Rock Oliver in the 
off-season.

“I’ve come a long way and 

ANCHORS OF UK LINE 
WELCOME THE WEIGHT

COBBLE, RUMPH SHOULDERING NEW LEADERSHIP ROLES
By Jennifer Smith

jsmith3@herald-leader.com 

SEASON OPENER
Kentucky at Louisville
When: 3:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 2

TV: ESPN

COMING NEXT SUNDAY
The season debut of our  
Big Blue Sunday section sets 
up the year for UK football. 
Plus, we’ll have previews for 
Louisville, Western Kentucky, 
Eastern Kentucky and all of 
the other schools in the state.

INSIDE
Fan Fare: UK football players 
can’t wait to meet the Turtle 
Man. Page B2
UK football notebook: UK’s of-
fensive line is flying high after 
a 98-yard drive. Page B5
Associated Press poll: 
 Southern Cal edged out 
Alabama and LSU for the top 
spot. Louisville debuts at  
No. 25. Page B9

SCOUTING THE CATS: DEFENSIVE LINE
This is the third in a series of nine stories analyzing the UK football team position by position. Read previous installments on Kentucky.com.  Coming Monday: Offensive line

See FOOTBALL, B4

1) 36 month closed end lease for 2012 Honda

Accord LX Auto MSRP $22,950.00. Total monthly

payments $6,545.00. 2) 36 month closed end

lease for 2012 Honda Odyssey LX Auto MSRP

$29,205.00. Total monthly payments $10,045.00.

3) 36 month closed-end lease for 2012 Honda

Civic LX MSRP $19,425.00. Total monthly

payments $5,845.00. Option to purchase for

residual value at termination. Lease payments

exclude taxes, license and fees, options and

insurance are extra. Subject to limited availability

to approved lessees by American Honda Finance

Corp. For well-qualified lessees. No down

payment, no 1st payment and no security deposit

are all with approved credit through AHFC. Not

all lessees will qualify. Higher lease rates apply

for lessees with lower credit ratings. Lessee

responsible for maintenance, excessive wear/

tear and 15 cents/mi. over 12,000 miles/year

for vehicles with MSRP less than $30,000. See

dealer for complete details. Lease offers expire

9/2/12. †Based on 2012 EPA mileage estimates,

reflecting new EPA fuel economy methods

beginning with 2008 models. Use for comparison

purposes only. Do not compare to models before

2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on

how you drive and maintain your vehicle.

1440 Versailles Road
I-64 Exit 58

Frankfort, KY 40601
502-695-6100

jeffwylerhondaoffrankfort.com

SIGN & DRIVE 36 MONTH LEASE
2012 Honda Civic LX NEW

LOWER
PRICE

$0 $0due at
signing

first
payment

for 35 months thereafter
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT

[3]$167
Auto Sedan 4DR

28
MPG HY

39
MPG HY

SIGN & DRIVE 36 MONTH LEASE
2012 Honda Accord LX NEW

LOWER
PRICE

$0 $0due at
signing

first
payment

for 35 months thereafterNO SECURITY DEPOSIT

[1]$187
Auto Sedan

23
MPG HY

34
MPG HY

SIGN & DRIVE 36 MONTH LEASE
2012 Honda Odyssey LX

$0due at
signing

first
payment

for 35 months thereafterNO SECURITY DEPOSIT

[2]$287

NEW
LOWER
PRICE

18

27
MPG HY

MPG HY


