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Lincoln County coach Jeff Jackson puts a hand out to Trenton Edgington after the senior guard fouled out
of his final game, a 51-42 loss to Southwestern in the 12th Region Tournament at Pulaski County. Luke Hill,
left, who fouled out just two minutes earlier, applauds his teammate as assistants Chris Ramey, Shawn Conley
and Brad Petrey look on.
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SOMERSET — e Lin-
coln County boys’ run in the
regional postseason came to
a heartbreaking end urs-
day night.

Carl-Lewis Cummins
scored a game-high 21
points for the Patriots in the
opening round, but it
wouldn’t be enough to lead
his team to victory as South-
western eliminated Lincoln
51-42 in the 12th Region
Tournament quarterfinals at
Pulaski County.

“We had some opportu-
nities,” Lincoln coach Jeff
Jackson said. “ey out-
physicaled us and I thought
their length really caused us
a lot of problems tonight.

And we didn’t do a very
good job of attacking the
basket until late, but we still
had some opportunities. It
was just not our night.”

Lincoln (19-14) led 12-7
after the first quarter and
was holding to a 17-12 edge
in the second when South-
western erupted in the final
two minutes, 41 seconds of
the first half, outscoring the
Patriots 12-0 to go up 24-17. 

e Warriors (25-8) led
33-24 going into the fourth
quarter and posted their
largest lead of the game, 40-
29, with 3:34 to go. But the
Patriots would not go down
without a fight. 

Jacob Conway drained a
3-point shot and Cummins
tallied his fourth and fifth
treys of the game to make it

43-38 with 2:30 still on the
clock. 

Lincoln was looking to
make it a two-point ball-
game after Micah Ward
grabbed the rebound off a
miss by Southwestern’s
Justin Edwards. Conway
launched the 3-point shot in
transition but missed. 

A Warrior foul on the re-
bound kept the ball in the
Patriots’ hands  but Lincoln
turned it over when Conway
was whistled for stepping on
the baseline.

Rob Lewis and Cody Ep-
person answered with two
quick baskets to extend the
Warrior lead to 47-38 and
Lincoln got no closer than
six the rest of the way.

Lincoln falls 51-42

By COLIN FLY

AP Sports Writer

LEXINGTON — Doron
Lamb smiled after the ques-
tion and shook his head
slowly. The sophomore
sharpshooter is confident
Kentucky is in a class by it-
self if it can replicate this of-
fensive performance.

“Nah, nobody can beat us
when we’re on fire like that,”
Lamb said.

Darius Miller hit five 3-
pointers and finished with
17 points, and No. 1 Ken-
tucky beat Georgia 79-49 on
Thursday night to extend
the nation’s longest home
winning streak to 52 games
and push its overall run to
21 in a row.

“We all had it going. We
all had a lot of fun tonight,”
Miller said. “I think that’s
how it should be in our last
home game.”

Kentucky (29-1, 15-0
Southeastern Conference)
made an emphatic state-
ment in its final game at
Rupp Arena this season with
an offensive flurry that
nearly equaled the furious
defensive effort the Wildcats
have given all season.

Kentucky, the nation’s
best defensive team by field
goal percentage, made a
season-best 15 3-pointers,
hitting six in a row at one
point in the second half.

“We’ll beat you by a
bunch if we shoot it like
that,” Kentucky coach John
Calipari said.

Donte’ Williams led
Georgia (13-16, 4-11) with
17 points. The Bulldogs
were 3 of 19 from 3-point
range.

Calipari hasn’t lost at
Rupp Arena in his three sea-
sons in Lexington, and the
Wildcats are poised to make
a run at their eighth national
title thanks to player of the
year contender Anthony
Davis and a supporting cast
of NBA-worthy talent.

It was the final home ap-
pearance for Miller and
fellow senior Eloy Vargas,
but also could be the last
time that Davis, fellow
freshmen Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist and Marquis
Teague as well as Lamb
and sophomore Terrence
Jones play at home.

“That’s a scary thought,”
freshman Kyle Wiltjer said.
“But, we don’t want to look
that far ahead. We’ve still got
a lot more games to play.”

Kentucky 
rolls over 
Georgia

LEXINGTON — e
spotlight belonged to Dar-
ius Miller and fellow Ken-
tucky senior Eloy Vargas —
and should have for their
final home game.

But Kentucky’s 79-49 vic-
tory over Georgia ursday
was about much more than
just sending two seniors
out with a victory. No, this
win was about what is right
with Kentucky basketball
under coach John Calipari
and why it is just as much
fun for seniors like Miller
and Vargas as it is for po-
tential one-and-done stars
such as Anthony Davis and
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist.

Don’t be fooled by Ken-
tucky’s amazing 3-point
shooting (15-for-27) that
buried the Bulldogs and
helped frustrate Georgia
coach Mark Fox so much
that he didn’t even make
his players available to the
media after the game. In-
stead, look at everything
Kentucky did to win and
allow Miller and Vargas to
enjoy the postgame cele-
bration as much as they did
the traditional pregame
ceremony.

Miller led Kentucky with
17 points on 6-for-11 shoot-
ing and played a game-high
34 minutes, a fitting reward
for a player who has now
been part of 52 straight
home wins.

Kidd-Gilchrist had 12
points (despite taking only
five shots), seven rebounds
and two blocks. Doron
Lamb had 13 points, three
assists and one steal. Davis
had five points, a block and
two rebounds so quickly
that some fans might have
still been humming “My
Old Kentucky Home” from
the pregame ceremony be-
fore finishing with nine
points, eight rebounds and
two blocks in 22 minutes,
the least he’s played since
getting only 20 minutes
when he fouled out of his
only game against Old Do-
minion on Nov. 20. 

Terrence Jones? Try nine
points and eight rebounds.
Marquis Teague? Eight
points, four assists and one
steal. Kyle Wiltjer? Nine
points, three assists and
two rebounds. Even Vargas
had an early score and five

rebounds.
It’s called a total team

victory and came with a
subtle warning from Cali-
pari.

“You know what this
team is doing, they are
playing together. Again, 16
assists, only eight
turnovers. We are back to
where we were a year ago at
this time with a totally new
team. Freshmen and soph-
omores and Darius and we
are not turning it over,”
Calipari said. “And think of
the turnovers we had, Ter-
rence threw one into the
first row and Marquis threw
a lazy pass to the wing
where they have to layup
deep. at's two of them
and that's in the last part of
the game. Short of that, we
had six turnovers. Are you
kidding me? As fast as we
are playing and as much as
we are attacking, they are
making easy plays.”

Calipari saying Kentucky
was back to where it was a
year earlier should be
scarier to opponents, be-
cause last year UK emerged
at the end of the season
after going 2-6 in South-
eastern Conference road
play and made the Final
Four. is team is 15-0 in
SEC play going into Sun-
day’s final regular-season
game at Florida, but it has
been solid all season and is
more talented overall. 

“We had a couple really
good games this year. e
biggest thing is, we had not
had any duds, and nor-
mally you go through a sea-
son, you're going to have
two or three duds, and you
hope they are against teams
you can win any way,” Cali-
pari said.

But this team has no
“duds” because its defense
can be suffocating and its
offense is so unselfish that
no one cares who scores or
stars. Granted, that might
not always be the case, but
give Calipari credit. He
brought in John Wall, De-

Big night
belonged
to all Cats 

Above, Kentucky
guard Darius Miller
(1) stole the show in
his final home game,
drilling five 3-pointers
and scoring a game-
high 17 points Thurs-
day in UK’s 79-49
win over Georgia. 
At left, Kentucky’s
Eloy Vargas (30)
scored two early
points and grabbed
five rebounds in 16
minutes of action
Thursday.
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