
“We do have a couple
possible suspects,” Lexing-
ton fire Captain Carrie
Bowling said. “That’s where
it’s important to get addi-
tional witness tips, witness
statements. If there’s any
additional evidence out
there, that’s helpful in our
investigation.”

Six fires occurred in Eu-
bank, beginning in late No-
vember just after
Thanksgiving, said John
Hutchison, a detective from
the Pulaski County Sheriff ’s
Office.

The Barron Pallets Mill,
which makes wooden pal-
lets, was set on fire, as was
a house that was being re-
modeled. Four separate
fires were set in the histori-
cal former Eubank High
School, which is now pri-
vately owned, Hutchison
said.

Investigators said they
think those fires are related
to three in Lincoln County.
The first fire was set Dec. 20
at East Anderson Hard-
woods, a lumber company

on U.S. 27 south of Waynes-
burg, state police arson in-
vestigator Pat Alford said. A
later fire was set at the
same location.

The company that in-
sures East Anderson Hard-
wood is offering as much as
$20,000 for information
leading to the arrest and
conviction of whoever set
those fires, Alford said.

The most recent fire in
Lincoln County was set Jan.
20 at Ruckle’s Feed Store in
Waynesburg.

“Monetarily, you’re look-
ing at somewhere around
$4 million in losses” from
the three fires, Alford said.

Four arson fires were re-
ported in vehicles and out-
buildings in Nicholasville
in December, police officer
Kevin Grimes said. 

One of those fires, set in
a barn on North Third
Street, spread to three
houses, destroying one of
them and damaging two
others.

That fire was most trou-
bling, Grimes said, because
of the possibility that a fam-
ily inside the destroyed

home could have been
killed had one of the adult
members not been outside
at the time and seen the
fire.

“There were two small
children and another adult
in the house, which could
have resulted in a fatality
given the severity of that
fire,” Grimes said.

Grimes estimated dam-
age at more than $500,000,
and said there is a $10,000
reward for information
leading to the arrest and in-
dictment of the arsonist in
Nicholasville.

The fires that occurred in
Lexington, in the Hill Rise
Drive area off Versailles
Road, have been widely
publicized. There were at
least 12 fires in December
and January. Most were in
vehicles and Dumpsters,
although others occurred
in apartment complexes
and homes. In one case, a

fire from an outbuilding
spread to a home on Ter-
race View Drive, badly
damaging it.

No new arson fires have
been reported since Janu-
ary in any of the communi-
ties, but investigators said
they hope that reminding
residents of the fires might
turn up new information.

“Sometimes, if some-
body is involved in a crimi-
nal activity, they may tell
somebody later when the
attention has died down,”
Bowling said.

The investigators said
tips still periodically come
in, but nothing has led to a
crucial piece of evidence
needed to make an arrest.

“It’s very frustrating,”
Hutchison said. “You just
have to keep plugging
away, hoping that eventu-
ally you’ll turn that stone
over that has that piece of
evidence that you need.”

However, it’s also been
heartbreaking because his
74-year-old mother, Janice
Souder — a longtime sec-
retary at Harlow Elemen-
tary School in
Harrodsburg before her
retirement — is battling
Stage IV cancer.

Souder finally talked to
his team about his
mother’s health Monday
night after the Titans’ 49-
48 victory over Southwest-
ern.

“I have not said a whole
lot about it. No. 1, I didn’t
want to upset my daugh-
ter. No. 2, we talked about
it in there, and I told them
even if we had lost that
first game, the sun would
still have come up and I
would still love every one
of them.

“If we get beat Friday or
if we win Friday or win the
region, it doesn’t matter
with the way my mom is.
She is such a strong lady
and has taught me a lot,
and life will deal you all
kind of curve balls. My
mom is going on seven
years with Stage IV cancer,
and it is getting to the
point where it is fixing to
win. She has fought the
good fight, and she told
me the other day she has
basically fought the good
fight and it’s OK, put it in
God’s eyes. She looked me
straight in the eye and
said, ‘I am not quitting.’ 

“So that was my mes-
sage to my players after
the game, and I told them
that to put this game in
perspective. Go out there
and have a good time.
Fight to the end, and if
you deserve victory, great.
If you don’t, it’s OK. It’s a
game. That is what it has
done for me.”

Freshman guard Cath-
eryne Claunch scored 12

of her team’s final 17
points Monday and will
try to help the Titans beat
Lincoln for a second time
this season tonight. How-
ever, her coach’s message
about his mother had a
special meaning for her,
too.

“We talked to each
other and let Carli know
we are there for her. She is
my cousin, and I am close
to her. We all try to make
sure she is OK and tell her
if she needs us, she can
talk to us any time,”
Claunch said after Mon-
day’s game. “This was the
first time he’s really said
anything about his mom.
He’s so good at hiding his
emotions. 

“After he told us what
she said about not giving
up and going hard, it kind
of got to me. I knew if she
could do that at that age
and was as sick as she is
that surely I could play
better than I have been.
Coach did not cry talking
to us, but the tone of his
voice changed when he
was talking about his
mom. You could tell how
emotional he was and how
much this was on his
heart. It was just a very
emotional thing, but we
know we have to stay
strong for him and his
family, win or lose.”

The Mercer coach ad-
mits he has had trouble
trying to “juggle” coaching
and caring for his mother. 

“I have missed a lot of
school going to the hospi-
tal. I am trying to keep fo-
cused with the players, but
it is a tough time. How-
ever, the one thing my
mom would want me to do
is to keep doing this. My
mom has lived for her
grandkids, and one of
them is on this team. That
is what I am going to do
because that is what she
wants me to, and I am
going to do it to the best of
my ability,” Souder said.

He admits he often
finds solace and peace
when he’s coaching. How-
ever, even that can be-
come stressful.

“Sometimes when I do
that and feel like when I
am coaching is a chance to
get away, I almost get to
where I am feeling guilty.
It is a struggle,” Souder
said. “It is stressful trying
to juggle the emotions,
and I have a different thing
because I have a daughter
on the team, too, who
thinks a lot of her grand-
mother. 

“My daughter is very
quiet and keeps a lot of
things bottled up. We have
been real careful how we
talk to her about it. We

have taken her over to see
her a couple of times and
things like that. It is nice
that I have this great
group of girls and we are
having a great season, but
it is tough to juggle all we
have going on.”

Souder said the family
had talked about the “hos-
pice thing” for his mother,
and he felt it was impor-
tant to be honest with his
players about his mother’s
health, especially after
what she told him.

“I told the girls she has
had this for almost seven
years and has been dealt a
lot of things in her life,
and I have never honestly
heard the lady complain
one time. She just keeps
going, and that won’t
change,” Souder said. 

“A lot of guys have role
models and heroes, but I
am going to tell you right
now, I am a momma’s
boy. She is definitely my
hero. I have just learned
so much from her about
the way you are supposed
to live your life, and that
has helped make this diffi-
cult situation a little more
bearable.”

If Mercer wins tonight
and then wins again Sat-
urday, it would claim the
12th Region title and state
tourney berth. Souder
knows who would be the
happiest if that happened.

“My mom probably. She
deflects all the attention
from her, and she’s all
about her kids and her
grandkids,” Souder softly
said. “She would be really
proud and happy. I just
hope we are able to pull it
off, but if not, my mom
will say, ‘Well, it just
wasn’t meant to be.’ That’s
just the way she is. She is
just an incredible woman
and someone I love
dearly. Always have, al-
ways will.”
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ACT OF VALOR
(R) 111 min.
Open Caption Tues. Mar. 6th @ 4:30 and 7:35 shows
1:35, 4:30, 7:35, 10:05

GONE
(PG-13) 105 min.
1:45, 4:40, 7:45, 10:00

TYLER PERRY’S 
GOOD DEEDS
(PG-13) 121 min.
1:10, 4:00, 7:15, 9:50

JOURNEY 2: THE 
MYSTERIOUS ISLAND (3D)
(PG) 104 min.
Ticket + Premium ($2.50)
4:25, 7:25, 9:45

GHOST RIDER: THE SPIRIT 
OF VENGEANCE (2D)
(PG-13) 106 min.
1:20, 9:40

GHOST RIDER: THE SPIRIT 
OF VENGEANCE (3D)
(PG-13) 106 min.
Ticket + Premium ($2.50)
4:20, 7:20

JOURNEY 2: THE 
MYSTERIOUS ISLAND (2D)
(PG) 104 min.
1:25

DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX (2D)
(PG) 96 min.  
(Starts Fri March 2nd)
1:00, 7:25

THE VOW
(PG-13) 114 min.
1:40, 4:35, 7:30, 10:00

DANVILLE CINEMA 8
SHOWING MARCH 2ND - MARCH 8TH

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 859-238-4181
www.DanvilleCinemas8.com

1001 BEN ALI DRIVE • DANVILLE, KY 40422
TICKETS FOR EVENING SHOWS (6 PM & AFTER)

Adults $7.00 • Seniors & children under 12 - $5
3D FEATURES - $2.50 PREMIUM + TICKET PRICE

MATINEE TICKETS (BEFORE 6 PM)
Adults $5.00 • Seniors & children under 12 - $4.00

**AS ALWAYS-CHILDREN 2 & UNDER FREE!**

DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX (3D)
(PG) 96 min. (Starts Fri March 2nd)
Ticket + Premium ($2.50)
3:10, 5:20, 9:40

PROJECT X
(R) 98 min.
(Starts Fri March 2nd)
1:30, 4:10, 7:40, 9:55

CCCCAAAARRRR
IIIINNNNSSSSUUUURRRRAAAANNNNCCCCEEEE

GASH-FITZPATRICK
I N S U R A N C E

236-5192 or 365-8897

Friends you can depend on

www.gashfi tzpatrick.com
236-5192

811 S. 4th Street, Danville

In accordance with KRS 176.051, Kentucky’s noxious weed law, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet will destroy noxious weeds on state-owned right of
way at the request of the adjoining property owner. The noxious weeds named
in this law are Johnson grass, giant foxtail, Canada thistle, nodding thistle,
multiflora rose, black nightshade, wild cucumber and kudzu.
Persons who own property adjacent to state right of way and who are involved
in eradication efforts on their property can submit a written application to the
highway district office in their area. Applications and addresses for each dis-
trict office can be obtained from state highway garages.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

Hematite projects have
been approved for state in-
centives and have not
begun, while the rest of the
companies have either fin-
ished their projects or are at
various stages of complet-
ing construction.

Lassiter said the ranking
is evidence the two coun-
ties have continued to at-
tract new enterprise despite
a rough economy and com-
petition in the United States
and abroad.

“Danville’s ranking by
Site Selection as one of the
top micro areas in the U.S.
and Kentucky for business
development showcases
Boyle and Lincoln counties
to a worldwide audience of
professionals who advise
companies where to locate
or expand,” Lassiter said.
“Our consistent perform-
ance in the top tier of com-
munities over the last three
years is a strong record for
our area to promote in a
very competitive global en-
vironment.”    

The Danville micropoli-
tan area has been a main-
stay in the rankings for the
past several years. In the
2009 edition, Danville
Micro placed 12th on the
list with five projects,
demonstrating a rebound
in the national economy
last year. Danville Micro
was ranked 14th in the na-
tion for six new projects in
2010.

Kentucky also has seen
its place in the magazine’s
state rankings. The state has
been among the top 15 in
the Governor’s Cup rank-
ings for the last four years,
but the eighth-place finish
this year is the highest fin-
ish yet. Gov. Steve Beshear
said the accomplishment is
even more remarkable be-
cause of how Kentucky’s
population stacks up
against others in the rank-
ings.

“We’re thrilled to finish
as one of the elite eight in
the nation for business ex-
pansion activity during
2011,” Beshear said in a
news release. “This ranking
shows Kentucky’s determi-
nation to succeed and grow
our industrial base, despite
the challenges during the
recent economic climate.
Plus, this high ranking is
even more impressive when
one considers Kentucky has
the smallest population of

any state at the top of the
list.”

During 2011, Kentucky
had 198 projects that met
the magazine’s require-
ments, according to the
governor’s office. In total,
326 location or expansion
announcements were re-
ported, accounting for
13,230 projected new full-
time jobs and more than
$2.6 billion in estimated
capital investment.  Other
Kentucky cities that made
the list were Somerset,
which tied Danville for
13th, Glasgow at 21, Padu-
cah at 32, Madisonville at
48, Corbin and Mount Ster-
ling tied at 80.

Lassiter said Site Selec-
tion is considered the Wall
Street Journal in the eco-
nomic development profes-
sion, and the rankings are
considered a kind of score-
card. 

“This ranking not only
puts us on a highly-visible
stage before company deci-
sion-makers and consult-
ants, it also shows that our
community is consistently
growing and expanding
businesses over the last
three years,” Lassiter said in
an email.

Lassiter said the state’s
improvement in the rank-
ings also bodes well for the
top communities because
of how many companies
start their search at the state
level.

Matt Belcher, executive
director of the Lincoln
County Industrial Develop-
ment Authority, said afford-
able utility rates, available
sites and building space
will help the area continue
to meet needs in the future.

“I’m very pleased the
Danville Micropolitan Area
has been recognized by Site
Selection as the 13th in the
country for new/expanded
business,” Belcher said in a
news release. “This is a
great partnership, and I’m
honored to be just a small
part of the success we have
enjoyed so far. I look for-
ward to a continued effort
to increase our ranking in
the years to come.”

would have been while the
economy was booming.
The project also brought
much-needed jobs to the
area, Minton noted.

The justice center also is
a great “opportunity to

bring your tax dollars back
to Garrard County,” said
state Sen. Tom Buford, R-
Nicholasville.

Some people have com-
pared the appearance and
technology of the justice
center to those of cities
such as Lexington and

Chicago, said state Rep.
Lonnie Napier, R-Lancaster.

“That makes me proud,”
Napier said.

Richard Chamberlin, re-
tired pastor of Lancaster
United Methodist Church,
said outside the ceremony
he was impressed with the

building. Lancaster Mayor
Brenda Powers echoed
those thoughts outside the
ceremony.

“This is one of the nicest
buildings I’ve ever seen,”
Powers said. “It brings so
much to our downtown
area.”

Hal Morris/hmorris@amnews.com

Mercer coach Chris Souder checks on his daughter, Carli, after she re-
ceived a bump on the head following a collision in a game against Marion
County earlier this season.
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own mind on how she
does things. Don’t let your
guard down because it
might look like it will not
hit us.”

According to the NWS
forecast, the Danville area
was in the path for poten-
tially severe storms this
morning, but weather
prognosticators are more
concerned about what’s
headed this way between
2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

“Super cells could form
that could form tornadoes
in the afternoon as the cold
air from northeast meets
with the warn air from the
south. Possible high dam-
aging winds,” Shepperson’s
email states. There are a lot
of uncertainties in this
storm to be able to tighten
down the severity or time-
line. Per NWS, there is a
possibility it could form
farther east and to the
south.  Rainfall will depend
on severity of storm.

“THERE MAY BE MUL-
TIPLE TORNADO WARN-
INGS ISSUED
TOMORROW. Keep some-
one glued to the weather
radios.” 

In a telephone interview
this morning, Shepperson

cautioned that people
need to be prepared to
take shelter quickly in
such an intense weather
situation. Dangerous con-
ditions can pop up
quickly, even outside
areas that radar indicates
are in the eye of a storm,
he said.

“One thing we’ve got to
remember is that we’re
dealing with Mother Na-
ture here, and it’s very un-
predictable. Just because
it may not look bad on the
radar doesn’t mean it
can’t happen here,” he
said. “There’s always the
possibility of tornadoes
with this type of storm.”

“We’ve been very fortu-
nate in Boyle County over
the years. Mercer and Lin-
coln counties have been
hit several times, but it’s
been ages and ages since
we’ve been hit. One of
these times, we’re gonna
get slammed.” 

The NWS confirmed
EF2 tornadoes touched
down in Casey and Russell
counties on Wednesday,
among the 11 that were
unleashed upon the state
two days ago as storms
whipped through the Mid-
west and South, killing 13
people in other states.
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