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CINCINNATI — Luke
Whitson and his friends
would meet on the play-
ground of their Tennessee el-
ementary school to read and
discuss Bible passages. en
their principal stopped them,
landing yet another case in
the courts on the contentious
issue of religion in public
schools.

ough the school quickly
changed its policy to allow
students to read religious texts
in their own time, the chil-
drens’ parents have pursued
the case, arguing that the prin-
cipal infringed on their chil-
dren’s First Amendment
rights.

A three-judge panel of the
U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals took the case brought by
Luke Whitson’s parents,
Samuel and Tina Whitson, on
the briefs filed in the case and
waived oral arguments on
Wednesday.

Nathan Kellum, an attor-
ney with the Arizona-based
Christian legal group the Al-
liance Defense Fund, de-
scribed Luke Whitson as “a
Christian who considers Bible
study an essential and indis-
pensable component of his
faith.” Kellum said the Whit-
sons didn’t get a fair trial by
jury because of multiple er-
rors made by the trial judge.

Gary Prince, an attorney for

Knox County Schools, said the
entire case is based on a mis-
understanding by the student
and his parents and that the
trial judge did not err in han-
dling the lawsuit.

e case arose in 2004,
when a parent complained
about Luke Whitson and sev-
eral other fourth-grade stu-
dents meeting under a tree on
the playground at Karns Ele-
mentary School in Knoxville
and holding Bible readings
and discussions.

During the 30-minute re-
cess period, students were al-
lowed to gather on the
playground and do almost
anything they pleased, so long
as it did not disrupt the ongo-
ing school day. Tennessee law
considers such time as in-
structional time, covered by
the same policies as the class-
room.

“It is common for students
at (Karns Elementary) to
gather and discuss written
materials, such as school as-

signments, American Girl doll
magazines, elementary-age
books (such as Harry Potter),
and other materials not
banned by the school,” Kel-
lum told the court in his brief.

ere is some dispute
whether the students were
ever clearly told that they
could not bring their Bibles.

After hearing the parents’
complaint, Principal Cathy
Summa met with three stu-
dents who sought to have
Bible study groups led by an
adult, but not Luke Whitson.
Summa turned down that re-
quest as a violation of a school
policy barring adults from
leading Bible study during
school hours.

“is Bible discussion did
not involve any parents,
teachers, or other adults; it
was maintained entirely by
fourth-graders,” Kellum said.

A teacher relayed to a
friend of Whitson that organ-
ized Bible study during school
hours wasn’t permissible. But,

students continued to bring
Bibles to school and meet on
their own, Prince said.

“e children understood
they could still have their
Bibles and talk about them,”
Prince said.

At trial, Luke Whitson testi-
fied that no one teacher or ad-
ministrator ever told him not
to bring a Bible to school to
read and talk about at recess.

“Knox County asserted
time and again and clearly at
the trial of this case that the
whole situation was a misun-
derstanding,” Gary Prince,
the school district attorney,
said.

In 2006, the Knox County
School board adopted a pol-
icy that specifically allows stu-
dents to read religious texts at
school during “discretionary
time.” 

e adoption of that policy
didn’t resolve the federal law-
suit brought by the Whitsons,
who are seeking monetary
damages.
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JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

EXPERIENCE GOD’S GLORY

On Sunday
Worship with Eucharist .................................................. 8:30 a.m.
Adult Formation & Church School............................. 9:30 a.m.
Worship ................................................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Get Centre’d Worship ................................................... 10:00 p.m.

500 W. Main St. • Danville, KY • 236-6692 • www.presbydan.org
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Community of Faith Since 1784

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

320 W. Main • Danville
The Rev. Amy Dafl er Meaux, Rector

SUNDAY EUCHARIST
8:30 am Rite I 9:45 am Sunday School for all ages

10:30 am Rite II, Choir and Nursery
WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST

Noon: w/Prayers for Healing

859-239-3374
WWW.TRINITYDANVILLE.ORG

LENTEN SOUP, SANDWICH & SCRIPTURE SCHEDULE
Date
Feb. 27
March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26
April 2

Title
Jesus Is Baptized
First Miracle In Cana
Woman At The Well
Jesus Walks On Water
Lazarus and Jesus
The Crucifi xion

Scripture
John 1:29-39
John 2:1-11
John 4:5-42
John 6:16-21
John 11:1-44
John 19:17-30

14
16

08

Speaker
Tommy Valentine
Sara Hempel
Tom Huckleberry
Dale Denton
Dr. Bill Curwood
Elmer Jackson

555 E. Lexington Ave., Danville
Lenten Lunches • Noon- 1:00pm - Chapel

Community WeIcome!

Cooks
Henrietta Cannon/Judy Major
Nancy McMurry
Ann Barker
Rosemary Hamblin
Evelyn Page
Susie Allen

Music

First Christian Church — 7 p.m. March 13, the Carson-New-
man A Capella Choir, directed by Eric orson,  will per-
form. 

Faith United Community Church  — 6 p.m. March 17, the
church will host a southern gospel concert at the church at
3080 Brannon Road, Nicholasville. Performers include e
Patriot Quartet, New Journey/the Kentucky Girls and
Teresa McCullough. For more information, call Danny
Smith at (859) 887-2947 and (859) 327-7698.

Parksville Christian Church — 7 p.m. March 10, Kenny
Evans will perform and speak. He is a Christian evangelist
and entertainer in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

Revivals 

Immanuel Baptist Church — 10:45 a.m. March 11 and 6:30
p.m. March 11-14 with Barry Jeffries. e church is at 1280
Faulkner Lane, Danville.

Giveaways

Moreland First Baptist Church — 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday,
the church will offer a free meal, and clothing will be given
away. Everything is free, and new clothing is donated reg-
ularly, available in child and adult sizes.

Salvisa Christian Church — 2-6 p.m. Monday, the church
will sponsor a community free clothes day. e clothes are
available in all sizes. e church is at 155 Sugar Street,
Salvisa.  For more information, call Charlotte Fallis at (859)
865-2226 or the Rev. Vicki Ray at (502) 229-0515.

Other

The monthly Contemplative Prayer Day at St. Catharine Do-
minican Motherhouse (2 miles west of Springfield) will not
be held in March.  e next Prayer Day will be 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. April 21. e day includes centering prayer ses-
sions, meditative walking, silence, a presentation on “St.
erese of Lisieux, the Little Flower,” by Sr. Mary Otho Bal-
lard, discussion on the presentation, personal prayer and
a blessing. Bring a bag lunch. Donation accepted. Everyone
welcome. For more information, call (859) 284-5201.

A glance at the calendar
reveals that last Wednes-
day, a day that has come to
be known as Ash Wednes-
day, was the first day of
Lent. Lent is a season of
the year that is very special
for many, and it is one that
has been observed by
Christians for centuries.

That 40-day period, not
counting Sundays, that
precedes Easter, is recog-
nized by almost everyone
as a season of preparation
for Easter. On the first day
of Lent, some folk wear, as
a significant symbol, a
cross of ashes that had
been placed on the fore-
head during a service of
worship.

Some think of Lent as a
Christian adaptation of the
observation of the awak-
ening springtime in almost
every culture. Actually, the
word comes from the
Anglo-Saxon word lencten
that means spring. But
since its first mention in
325 A.D. in the fifth canon
of the Council of Nicaea,
the season has been re-
garded as a time for peni-
tence, sacrifice, good
works and fasting. 

For some observers of
this special season, it is a
time to give up, as an act of
self-denial, something de-

sired that they expect to
take up again when the
season is over. And life
goes on from that point
very much as it was with-
out much significant
change.

For others, the season of
Lent has developed in a
different direction. While
penitence and sacrifice
may have significant roles
in the observance, the sea-
son has become a time for
discipline, self-denial, self-
examination and renewal.
As a part of the observance
of the Lenten season,
there is serious introspec-
tion when one looks in-
wardly into the very heart
of life and seriously evalu-
ates that which is there.
Then, after that thoughtful
examination, a real deter-
mination is made regard-
ing that which should be
given up and that which
should be added. The clut-
ter is removed from life,
and orderliness is re-
stored. Those decisions
are made to make life bet-
ter, and they can be life-
changing.

CHURCHbriefs

Lent is a time 
to look inward

“Victims of abuse deserve
true love”

“Look for the girl with the
broken smile

Ask her if she wants to
stay awhile

And she will be loved”
— Maroon 5, 
“She Will Be Loved”

Lowering her eyes, the
young lady, still a teenager,
turned away, trying to con-
ceal the evidence — but it
was unmistakably there. e
marks on her face were
painful reminders; she had
indeed become another girl
with a broken smile.

Like thousands of other
victims of domestic vio-
lence, her bruises would
heal, but the scars on her
heart would last a lifetime.

e statistics on women’s
abuse are shocking. Nearly
one in four women in the
United States reports expe-
riencing violence by a cur-
rent or former spouse or
boyfriend at some point in
her life; 84 percent of spouse
abuse victims are women,
and on average, more than
three women a day are mur-
dered by their husbands or
boyfriends in the United
States. Apparently, patterns
of domestic violence fre-
quently begin early in a
woman’s life. Females ages
16-24 are almost three times
more vulnerable to intimate
partner violence than any
other age group. And nearly
half of adult sex offenders
report committing their first

sexual offense prior to the
age of 18.

And just in case you’re
wondering, it’s not just a
heterosexual problem. In a
study of gay, lesbian and bi-
sexual adolescents, youths
involved in same-sex dating
are just as likely to experi-
ence dating violence as
youths involved in opposite
sex dating.

at’s why the news that
pop artists Rihanna and
Chris Brown are releasing
new duets is so disturbing.
It’s sending a wrong mes-
sage to their impressionable
followers. “Domestic vio-
lence is just another new
normal,” their actions seem
to indicate. “It’s not perfect,
but it’s OK: Learn to live
with it,” the unspoken mes-
sage appears to convey.

No one should learn to
live with domestic violence.
Until that problem is re-
solved, the relationship
should be placed on hold.

ree years ago, we
viewed that leaked photo-
graph of Rihanna’s bruised
and bloodied face, her
smile broken by the savage
blows from the hands of her
then boyfriend, Chris
Brown. It’s difficult to get
that image out of the mind,
no matter how attractive
their new music may be. Of

course, Chris Brown de-
serves another chance.
Maybe he has been trans-
formed. It’s certainly possi-
ble. Perhaps he has worked
through his anger issues
and has come to terms with
how he can better control
himself.

But we have reason to
doubt. Only last March, he
reportedly lost his temper,
yelled at a TV producer and
shattered a window in the
green room during an inter-
view on “Good Morning
America.”

And there are reports al-
leging that the assault three
years ago was not the first
time Brown and Rihanna
had a physical fight.

Patterns can be broken,
but it’s not easy, and it usu-
ally doesn’t happen quickly,
if it happens at all.

Why then would Ri-
hanna, or anyone, even
think about reconciling
with an abusing partner?
Rihanna herself sang the
provocative lyrics with Em-
inem in the 2010 song,
“Love the Way You Lie,”
about a woman who keeps
believing a man who prom-
ises he’ll never hurt her
again. “Just gonna stand
there and watch me
burn/Well that’s alright
‘cause I like the way it
hurts,” Rihanna sang.

“We can never ignore the
fact that many abused
women actually love the
men who hit them because
the men who hit them don’t

always hit them,”
thestar.com quotes Dr. Wal-
ter DeKeseredy as saying.
DeKeseredy, professor of
criminology at the Univer-
sity of Ontario Institute of
Technology, has been re-
searching domestic vio-
lence for 25 years.
According to him, it’s a dan-
gerous cycle that can result
in death. e same week Ri-
hanna and Chris were ru-
mored to be reuniting,
former University of Vir-
ginia lacrosse player George
Huguely V was found guilty
of second-degree murder in
the 2010 death of his ex-girl-
friend. eirs reportedly
was an abusive relationship.

Rihanna and Chris
Brown aren’t the problem;
they are only representative
of a violent subculture that
is increasingly growing
more and more calloused to
violence in many forms.

ey deserve better, if
only they would demand it.
As the young lady, still a
teenager, walked away,
maybe she hopes she will
find love, or that love will
find her, a true love that will
not only heal a broken
smile but unbreak a broken
heart in a place where she
can stay awhile, a safe
place, a place where love
can blossom, a place where
she will be loved. Truly.

Contact David B. Whitlock
at davidbwhitlock.com or visit his
website, www.Davidbwhitlock.
com.
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