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Tight ends coach Greg Nord says Boyle County graduate Jordan Au-
miller, above, is “getting better daily and understands what it takes to be
on the field more.”
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LEXINGTON — Ken-
tucky tight ends/special
teams coach Greg Nord has
a variety of questions to an-
swer this year from who will
be UK’s top tight end to
finding a new punter to im-
proving UK’s anemic kick-
off/punt return play from
last season.

He offered these insights
on the Wildcats after Fri-
day’s practice:

Question: How has the
tight end progress been in
spring practice?

Nord: “Well, they are
competing. They are obvi-
ously a year older and have

started being around me
long enough to learn what I
like, what I dislike and what
I expect of them. What it
takes to be successful.”

Question: Are they bet-
ter overall now than the
day the season ended?

Nord: “Sure. They have
gotten a lot better. They
have gotten stronger. I think
they all did a great job in the
weight room with (strength
coach) Rock Oliver. They
are stronger. They have got-
ten more knowledgeable.
They have been able to
make a few more plays. I
think they are making
progress.”

Question: Has any one
tight end shown  you he is
ready to be the dominant
tight end?

Nord: “There are some
days I am really expecting
one of them to jump out
there and then there are
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e All “A” Classic isn’t all
that it used to be, but it was
still all that for the Burgin girls.

e first-place trophy they
took home from the small-
school track and field meet at
Admiral Stadium might well
have been a first for the pro-
gram, and it was the best indi-
cator to date of how much
their program has grown in a
short time.

ere are more than twice
as many girls on the team as
there were just a year ago, and
more than enough to allow
them to do things their team
has not done before:

n e Burgin girls’ victory
in meet for teams from Ken-
tucky’s smallest classification
could be their first at an invi-
tational meet. It’s at least the
first such win in about 15
years, and for years before that
the program was far to small
for that to be a possibility.

ne Bulldogs broke three
school records, including one
in an event that offers them

Burgin
girls 
win

Nord: Tight ends have
‘gotten a lot better’
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Kentucky coach John Calipari spoke to fans in Frankfort on Friday as
Herky Rupp, right, and Joe Hall, second from right, listened. All were part
of the national championship trophy tour that went to Frankfort, Eliza-
bethtown, Owensboro and Paducah on Friday.

For those nationally
who wonder why
coach John Calipari

is so popular in Kentucky
and why UK fans are so
passionate about him, just
look at what the Kentucky
coach did Thursday and
Friday.

He spent almost two full
days traveling about 1,000
miles from Ashland to Pa-
ducah — with a lot of stops
in between — with his staff
showing off the national
championship trophy to
fans. 

Friday he rode into
Frankfort on a train wav-
ing to a crowd of an esti-
mated 4,000 to 5,000 fans
that cheered as the
Franklin County High
School band played the
Kentucky fight song.

“It’s like a 1948 political

tour,” said Calipari.
Actually, it was probably

more like a 2012 rock star
tour. Everywhere Calipari
went, people came. Fans
were lined up at the
Kroger parking lot in
Owensboro on Friday
hours before he came. It
was the same in Pikeville
on Thursday. 

Fans wanted to see Cali-
pari — and the trophy, too. 

These were fans who
don’t have season tickets
to Rupp Arena to watch
UK. These were fans who
couldn’t afford to make
the trip to New Orleans for
the Final Four to watch UK

beat Louisville and Kansas
to win the national title.
No, these were fans who
simply love the Wildcats
and couldn’t wait to see
and/or touch the trophy
and Calipari.

The coach even had a
plan to make sure every
fan could get a picture
with him and the trophy.
Rather than line up for in-
dividual shots, he put 20 to
30 fans in a group photo
that they could order on-
line for their special keep-
sake.

Someone in the crowd
at Frankfort even sug-
gested “repeat” after Cali-
pari’s arrival.

“Can you please let me
enjoy this for like, two
weeks?” Calipari joked

Trophy tour why UK fans love Calipari
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NBA draft analysts Matt
Kamalsky and Ed Isaacson
both agree on one thing —
there’s no way Kentucky
freshman Anthony Davis
won’t be the first pick in the
June draft.

"I have tried to come up
with any scenario where An-
thony Davis won't go num-
ber one, and even in the
most absurd scenarios, he is
the only option at number
one in this draft. In a few
years, he could be on his
way to being a star in the
NBA,” said Isaacson of
NBAdraftblog.com.

“No matter what, he’s the
top prospect in the draft.
He’s on a special tier by him-
self,” Kamalsky of Draftex-
press.com said. 

None of Kentucky’s un-
derclassmen, including
Davis — the consensus na-
tional player of the year —
have declared that they are
leaving UK for the NBA.
However, Kentucky coach
John Calipari said again Fri-
day that he hopes UK has six
first-round picks — the five
underclassmen plus senior
Darius Miller.

e two analysts offered
their insights on UK’s possi-
ble draft choices and they do
have a slight difference of
opinion on freshman

perimeter player Michael
Kidd-Gilchrist.

“Based on the players
who have declared and who
we expect to, I would see
Kidd-Gilchrist going some-
where between the fifth and
eighth pick,” Isaacson said.
“While the perimeter shoot-
ing is one concern, the big-
ger concern is he a
franchise-changing type of
player. I don't think he is.  

“He will be a very good
pro, but his game is more
suited to be a complimen-
tary player. If I am a GM
(general manager) picking
in the top four, I need to
swing for the fences and go
for someone who has the
potential to change the team
for years to come. I don't see
that in Kidd-Gilchrist.”

Kamalsky believes Kidd-
Gilchrist will be among the
top four picks if he opts to
leave Kentucky after his
freshman season.

“His ability to make plays
in different phases of the
game will mask his limited
(shooting) range early on,
but if he's going to reach his
full potential, he needs to
develop a reliable jump
shot. He's a superstar if he
becomes a reliable shooter,”
Kamalsky said.

Several mock drafts have
projected freshman point
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Draft analysts agree that Kentucky’s Anthony Davis (23), who led UK to a national title and led the country
in blocked shots, will be the first pick in the June NBA draft no matter what team wins the lottery and gets the
first choice.
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LIBERTY — Both coaches
were pleased with the way
their teams swung the bat,
even though they didn’t get
the same results.

Mercer County has been
looking for consistency on of-
fense, and coach Jeremy
Shope said the Titans took a
step in that direction Friday as
they belted 15 hits in a 12-3
victory.

Casey didn’t come close to
approaching Mercer’s hit total,
but coach Greg Hammond
said the Rebels also took a step
forward by making more con-
sistent contact at the plate.

But the day belonged to
Mercer, which was aggressive
at the plate and on the basepa-
ths and was rewarded with its
fifth straight victory and its
second win over Casey this
season.

“I think we’re starting to get
a lot more comfortable at the
plate, and it’s starting to show
in the past several ballgames,”
Shope said. “We’ve had some
double-digit hits, which is a
good sign, and hopefully we’ll
continue to get better and end
up peaking at the right time.”

e Titans (11-5) got hits
from 10 different players and
scored multiple runs in four of
their seven at-bats. Alex Guay
had three of those hits, and he
said he thinks the Mercer of-
fense is starting to get going.

“I think today has helped us
a lot. Our hitting’s finally com-
ing around,” said Guay, who
collected a single, a double
and a triple and drove in two
runs. “We’ve just noticed the
ball coming off the pitchers’
hands better. We’re taking bet-
ter BP (batting practice) and
recognizing the pitches better
in practice.”

Some of the hitters in Mer-
cer’s lineup were part of the
team that reached the state fi-
nals last season, but several
were not, and Guay said he
thinks the Titans just needed

Titans
pound
Casey
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