
and the response was posi-
tive.”

Story, age 63, stepped
into the role of Heritage
Hospice chaplain after see-
ing an ad in the newspaper.
e work suited him.

“It seemed to fit what God
was calling me to do.”

During his years of serv-
ing the terminally ill and
their families in Boyle, Gar-
rard, Lincoln and Mercer
counties, Story’s philosophy
has been the most impor-
tant part of his job is to hear
their stories. 

He considers listening to
the stories the most impor-
tant thing hospice does in
serving people.

“We’ve promised people
that they would not die
alone and that they would
not die in pain and that we
would walk with them
through this journey. In
doing that, I’ve discovered
that I really enjoyed hearing
the stories of these people.
We forget the diagnoses, we
forget the diagnostics, but
we don’t forget the stories.
ey have eternal dimen-
sions. Every individual is
unique, and every individ-
ual is loved by God, and
that’s why it is important to
hear their stories.”

He has heard a lot of tales.
He estimates he has worked
with close to 6,000 patients
during his career as chap-
lain. During his tenure, he
often has been asked to
speak at patients’ funerals.
He has risen to the request
by preaching about 400 fu-
nerals.

Story says the job has
been rewarding. “It’s a min-
istry that gives much greater
blessing than you give. Al-
most after every visit, I’m the
one who is blessed, and it
applies to the other employ-
ees, too, particularly if you
take the attitude of servant.
e attitude of any health-
care worker should be an at-
titude of ‘teach me about
your illness’ instead of us
telling them about their ill-
ness.”

Visiting with patients led
to several encounters with
dogs who were protective of
their owners. Encountering
a vicious dog snapping at his
ankles possibly was Story’s
least favorite part of his
work.

In the spirit of fun that
Story evokes in others,
Alycea Pittman, a former
nurse with Heritage Hos-
pice, teased Story by hot-
gluing some dog biscuits to
a pair of socks and giving
them to him as a gift.

Pittman appreciated
Story’s sense of humor, but
she complimented his keen
listening ability that also
benefitted the staff.

“He’s a fabulous person.
He’s always been such a
good listener. I always
thought he was such a good
listener, not just for the pa-
tients, but for me, too.”

Story and his wife of 41
years, Carol, still live in
Wilmore. It’s where they
raised their two daughters:
Patty Baxter lives in
Arkansas, and Penny
Pohlmann lives in Georgia.

Story is known for his in-
fectious grin and peppering
all his comments with a
dose of humor. When asked
about his retirement plans,
he quipped, “I’m going to
counsel with my wife and
my parole officer and see
what I can do.”

All joking aside, he hopes

to hear stories about his own
family. His immediate plans
involve going to some dis-
tant states to meet relatives
he has never met. He is
going to a family reunion in
Mississippi.

“e ancestor we have in
common was captured at
the Battle of Perryville,” he
notes.

In addition to studying
his ancestry, Story, who at-
tends Wilmore United
Methodist Church and
Southland Christian
Church, plans to continue to
do some preaching, and his
to-do list includes cleaning
out his garage. Who knows if
the briefcase that he toted to
his job interview will survive
the garage cleaning. Regard-
less, Story says the most im-
portant thing he has learned
in his ministry is “in the
service of others is how God
helps us.”
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Jeff Thornton will be retiring from Farmers
 National Bank after 20 years of service on 

April 30, 2012. 

Come, join us as we celebrate his career and 
wish him the best in the future.
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Burgin Independent
Schools, just a few blocks
away from the post office,
was briefly put on lock-
down.

About 12 hours earlier, a
masked man fitting a simi-
lar description robbed two
Chill’s employees at gun-

point as they closed the
East Lexington Avenue
store, said Gray. An ATM
was damaged, but nothing
was stolen and no one was
hurt during that robbery.

The suspect in both rob-
beries was described as be-
tween 5 feet 5 inches and 5
feet 7 inches tall and weigh-
ing about 145 pounds. The

mask used by the alleged
robber covered his entire
face and looked like a Mex-
ican wrestler’s mask, ac-
cording to Caldwell.

Robbing a post office is
punishable by up to 25
years in federal prison, ac-
cording to the United
States Postal Service web-
site. Thus, federal, state

and local law enforcement
agencies are investigating
both crimes.

“We feel like both rob-
beries were indeed com-
mitted by the same
person,” Gray said.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the
Danville Police Depart-
ment at (859) 238-1220.

sion to the frustrating con-
clusion. He also urged
Beshear to moderate his
criticism.

“The governor has to
calm down a bit,” Williams
said. “My wife is here
today. We have two small
children, and he’s actually
putting us at risk if he con-
tinues to make these hate-
ful and vitriolic statements
that he’s making. I’ve al-
ready experienced people
that have publicly ac-
costed me and yelled at
me over things that he has
said. And he continues to
try to ramp things up and
make this personal.”

Kentucky’s divided Leg-
islature has a history of
ending its sessions with-
out budget agreements.
The state’s last three budg-
ets were adopted in spe-
cial sessions called after
lawmakers failed to reach
accords on spending
plans. And Beshear and
Williams have been long-
time rivals, facing off just
last year in a gubernatorial
race that Beshear won.

Williams had insisted
Thursday that the nearly
400-page state road con-
struction plan should be
signed before the Senate
would pass the accompa-
nying transportation
budget that would have
provided funding for the
projects.

“That’s the process that
we use here,” Williams
said, “to make sure the
road plan is enacted and
signed before it’s funded.”

Williams said he doesn’t
intend to change that in
this week’s legislative ses-
sion. If the governor wants
the transportation budget
passed next week, he must
first sign the road con-
struction plan into law,
Williams said.

Beshear said during a
press conference Friday
morning that Williams had
inserted $288 million
worth of construction
projects for his rural dis-
trict into the road plan.
Beshear charged that
Williams feared those
projects would be vetoed.

The Democratic-con-
trolled House and Repub-
lican-led Senate had
passed the two-part, $10
billion road plan on the
final day of this year’s leg-
islative session. One part
lists $4.5 billion worth
roads and bridges to be

built across the state over
the next two years. The
other lists more long-term
projects that would be on
the drawing board for the
following four years.

The bill includes fund-
ing for the state’s single
largest project: $2.6 billion
for two bridges across the
Ohio River in Louisville. 

It also includes $200
million to widen the heav-
ily traveled Interstate 65,
where numerous fatal traf-
fic crashes have occurred
in recent years. 

A crash on a rural
stretch of the highway
near Munfordville in 2010
killed 11 people, 10 of
them members of a Men-
nonite family.

But funding for those
projects, Beshear said, was
in the transportation
budget that didn’t get
passed.

Beshear said he would
limit the agenda for the
special session to only
those two items so that
lawmakers can finish their
work as soon as possible.
Each day of a special ses-
sion costs more than
$60,000. Beshear said he
believes lawmakers can
finish the work in five
days, which would put the
total cost of the special
session at more than
$300,000.

Proponents consider
the prescription bill one of
the most crucial for Ken-
tucky, a state where offi-
cials say more people are
dying from overdoses than
car wrecks. Beshear put
the number at more than
80 per month.

The bill would allow the
attorney general’s office to
monitor the prescribing
patterns of Kentucky
physicians. Beshear said
most physicians have no
reason to fear the legisla-
tion. He said it’s aimed at
“pill pushers in white
coats” who dole out
painkillers to addicts.

Williams had said law-
makers were “very close to
an agreement” on the drug
bill before the legislative
session ended.

Kentucky Medical Asso-
ciation President Shawn
Jones said his group has
opposed the legislation
out of concern about the
handling of sensitive per-
sonal medical information
about people who have
been prescribed
painkillers and anti-anxi-
ety medications.

CHAPLAIN, from A1

ROBBERIES, from A1

BESHEAR, from A1

LEXINGTON (AP) — Plans
are being made to commem-
orate the 150th anniversary of
Civil War battles in Richmond
and Perryville.

The Battle of Richmond,
which was fought on Aug. 30,
1862, will commemorate its
sesquicentennial on Aug. 25-
26 in Madison County. Then,
from Oct. 5-7, there will be a
re-enactment of the Battle of
Perryville, which was the
largest Civil War conflict in
Kentucky. The actual battle
was fought on Oct. 8, 1862.

The Battle of Perryville led
to the Confederacy giving up
its aspirations for Kentucky,
which afterward remained
loyal to the Union.

The Lexington Herald-
Leader reports that the re-en-
actment will be the first at
Perryville in which military
participants will retrace the
routes that Union and Con-
federate soldiers used to ar-
rive on the field.

During the Battle of Rich-
mond, Confederate soldiers
pushed Union troops back
past the Kentucky River in
sweltering heat.

“It was so hot you could
wade the Kentucky River in a
lot of places,” said Paul
Rominger, managing director
of the Battle of Richmond As-
sociation. “A few soldiers
waded across and went to-
ward Winchester.”

A 45-minute re-enactment
will take place at Battlefield
Park on U.S. 421 south of
Richmond on Aug. 25. On
Aug. 26, there will be a re-en-
actment of a 30-minute skir-
mish on property that now

belongs to the Blue Grass
Army Depot. The depot’s
property includes about 600
acres of battleground with in-
terpretive signs that tell about
the battle.

“The Army says this is only
the second time that a Civil
War re-enactment has been
done on a federal base,”
Rominger said. “The other
was done at Fort Benning, Ga.
...The re-enactors are ex-
tremely excited about this, to
be on the depot battlefield.”

Confederate gains in Ken-
tucky didn’t last long — they
were lost in the Battle of Per-
ryville.

“Such obstinate fighting I
never had seen before or

since,” Tennessee Pvt. Sam
Watkins wrote about the bat-
tle at Perryville. “The guns
were discharged so rapidly
that it seemed the earth itself
was in a volcanic uproar.”

There were 2,500 soldiers
killed in the battle and an-
other 5,000 wounded.

Joni House, preservation
and program coordinator for
the Perryville Battlefield State
Historic Site, said previous re-
enactments have drawn
30,000 people.

“I would caution people:
Do not try to come out here
an hour before the battle, be-
cause you’ll never get in,”
House said. “This is an all-day
thing. Come early and plan to

stay late. We’ll have all kinds
of different ancillary events
going on, so you can entertain
yourself all day.”

But House also said she
hopes people view the re-en-
actments as more than enter-
tainment.

“I really want folks to know
that 150 years ago, on the very
ground that they’re standing,
some 17-year-old kid died,
very far away from home and
very alone,” House said. “I’d
like for them to consider for
just a few minutes that young
man who didn’t make it back
to Ohio or Alabama or wher-
ever they came from. His life
was over and everything he
was going to be was over.”

Plans under way to commemorate
Civil War battles in the Bluegrass
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Plans are beingmade to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Civil War battles in Richmond and Perryville.
There will be a re-enactment of the Battle of Perryville Oct. 5-7. The battle was the largest Civil War conflict in
Kentucky and led to the Confederacy giving up its aspirations for Kentucky, which afterward remained loyal
to the Union. The actual battle was fought on Oct. 8, 1862.


