
Dear Abby: “Modern
Dad in Roswell, Ga.”
(Feb. 26) was put off in-
vitations to his young
daughters are sent to his
ex-wife’s home rather
than to both his and the
ex-wife’s. He assumes
the sender is “sexist” and
suggests the solution for
children with two house-
holds is to be sent two
invitations.

As a parent who in-
vites children to my
home or to a party, I
don’t feel I should be re-
sponsible for their par-
ents’ communication dif-
ficulty. Often I am not
even aware a child has
two households. The invi-
tation simply goes home
with the child to wherev-
er he or she is that day.

Personally, I think
“Modern Dad” is overly
sensitive. He needs to re-
alize no one is deliber-
ately snubbing him or
making assumptions
about parental roles.
They are just inviting his
kids to things, for which
he should be grateful.
Did he share his address
with the inviter? Does he
make his preference
clear to parents when
meeting them?

I believe it’s presump-
tuous to expect someone
to send two invitations to
the same child. And I
agree with you, Abby,
that “Dad” needs to im-
prove communication
with his ex-wife so he no
longer feels he is being
prevented from being an
“active parent.” — Regu-
lar Mom in Tennessee

■ Dear Regular
Mom: A majority of
readers agreed that more
sharing of information

between the girls’ moth-
er and “Dad” will solve
his problem. Other par-
ents’ comments:

Dear Abby: Friends,
acquaintances and profes-
sionals should not have to
go out of their way to
cover all the bases. Given
the number of divorced,
remarried and otherwise
situated families, more
than a single contact
point becomes burden-
some for those trying to
complete business or is-
sue simple invitations. —
Agreeing with Abby in
Severna Park, Md.

Dear Abby: I know
from organizing school
activities often only one
parent supplies an email
address to the school,
and it’s usually the mom.
If “Modern Dad’s” ex-
wife would cooperate by
sending him a list of
email addresses of those
most likely to issue in-
vites, he could send out a
polite message sharing
his contact information
with those other parents.
Also, if he reaches out to
help arrange carpools or
organize social outings —
which usually is a
“mom” job — he’ll be-
come an added member
of “the group.” — Non-
Sexist Mom in Illinois

Dr. Wallace: You stat-
ed parents should not tell
a teen “because I said so”
when they’re asking why
a request has been de-
nied. I disagree. Parents
are the boss and in con-
trol, and when I tell my
two kids “because I said
so,” that’s all there is to it.
If they utter one word af-
ter they have been told
this, they get put on re-
striction for a week. Be-
lieve me when I tell you
“because I said so” is ef-
fective. Just ask my kids.
— Mother, Tampa, Fla.

■ Mother: I believe
fully parents are the boss
and need to be in control
of their children. But I
also know there are many
ways to be an effective
parent. While the “be-
cause I said so” philoso-
phy apparently works
with your children, at
least on the immediate
level of exerting your will
in specific circumstances,
the children miss the ben-
efit of your reasoning and
thus, a chance to learn. It
seems like a method of
last resort, when you’re
too tired or impatient to
explain yourself further.

Let’s say your daugh-
ter asks permission to go
to the mall with several
friends and you tell her
no. She asks, “Why not?”
and you reply, “Because I
said so.” 

Your daughter’s friend
Margo asks her mother
the same question and is
told no. When she asks
why, her mother says she
doesn’t think the mall is a
good place to hang out
because it isn’t fair to the
shops in the mall to have
a bunch of teens milling
around with very little
money to spend.

In both cases, the teen
is not permitted to go to
the mall, but I feel Margo
can deal with the disap-
pointment better than
your daughter. She real-
izes her mother respects
her enough to explain

her reasoning and knows
the decision is not simply
an arbitrary one.

CONFUCIUS WAS A WISE
MAN. Dr. Wallace: I really
liked this boy named
Ken, and we had been
going steady for two
months. We had lots of
fun and got along really
well. He was lovey-
dovey, but I wouldn’t
have sex with him be-
cause I am still a virgin.
Then one day, he just
suddenly dumped me be-
cause I wouldn’t give in
and have sex with him. 

I realize he couldn’t
have really cared for me
if he only wanted sex, but
it hurts my feelings to see
him walking around hand
in hand with another girl.

Sometimes I feel I
made a mistake letting
him go, but other times, I
tell myself I still have my
self-respect and I’m glad I
chose to remain a virgin.
I know you will agree
with me, and I want to
thank you for advising
young girls they need to
think twice about “giving
in” to a guy who proba-
bly does not have their
best interests at heart. —
Nameless, Dallas, Texas

■ Nameless: Your let-
ter reminds me of the sto-
ry about two tears float-
ing down a river side by
side. The first tear said to
the second tear, “I’m the
tear of the woman who
lost her man.” The sec-
ond tear replied, “I’m the
tear of the woman who
found him.” 

I think these were
words of wisdom from
Confucius. If you ponder
his words, they will com-
fort you. 

Dad who wants to be in kids’
loop must try a little harder
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GETTING IT TO US
■ Neighbors submissions should be typed or
legible. The information should be clear and
concise. Include a name and daytime phone
number in case of questions. We reserve the
right to edit.
■ Submissions and photos can be emailed
to:
celebrations@thenewsenterprise.com —
engagements, births, birthdays, anniver-
saries and five generations.
or
clubs@thenewsenterprise.com — All club
news, including calendar listings for club

activities, military news, and all other general
news submissions.
■ If email is not available, fax the item(s) to
769-6965, drop them off or mail to 408 W.
Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown, KY 42701. Office
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. There is an after-hours drop box.

WHAT ABOUT PHOTOS?
■ Photos sent by email should be in .jpg for-
mat. Original black and white or color prints
are accepted. 
■ To have photos returned, include a self-
addressed stamped envelope; otherwise, the

photo can be picked up at the front desk up
to one month following publication.
■ Be sure to identify the people in the
photo.
■ The News-Enterprise cannot guarantee all
photos will be published.

WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES?
Neighbors runs daily and items will publish
first-come, first-serve on a space-available
basis. Celebrations get first priority to pub-
lish on schedule.

QUESTIONS? Call 505-1751
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Neighbors
O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

Radcliff Woman’s
Club members

celebrate Greek
culture

Greek culture was cel-
ebrated at the April 9
meeting of the Radcliff
Woman’s Club. Refresh-
ments consisted of the
Mediterranean diet, fruit,
vegetables and heart-
healthy sandwiches.

The program was how
to prepare baklava,
Greece’s most famous
dessert. International
chairwoman Anne Au-
brey, chef Maria Bell,
who with the assistance
of exchange student Yu-
cheng Zhan, and occa-
sionally club members
pitching in, demonstrated
the steps in making
baklava.

While preparing the
baklava, Bell spoke about
the Pacific International
Exchange program Zhan
represents. She men-
tioned it was a slight ad-
justment for him to live in
the United States with a
population of 300 million
and China with a popula-
tion of 1.3 billion.

The business portion
of the meeting was con-
ducted while members
enjoyed the baklava.
Barbara Proffitt thanked

members for their sup-
port in the Realtors lun-
cheon. Sheila Enyart
gave an update on the
outdoor furniture project
for the library. Julie Al-
dridge of CLP 99 asked
for help in serving at its
fundraising luncheon.
Members agreed to bake
cookies for the May 19
Hooray for Heroes event.

Above, members observe
while Chef Maria Bell
prepares the baklava.

Right, door prizes were won
by Arveeda Gordon, left,

and Pat Nuccitelli.

The Stitchers Quilt
Guild had Bonita Hayes
Miller, an agent with
Kentucky Farm Bureau
Insurance, as guest spea-
ker at the March meet-
ing. Members learned
everything they needed
to know about insuring
their quilts. Many quilts
were shown during
show and tell.

Stitchers meetings
are from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
the last Wednesday of
the month at the Hardin
County Extension Ser-
vice office.

Above, Betty Percifield shows one of her
finished quilts. Left, Gloria Ashton with a quilt
she made in a workshop while wintering in
Arizona. 

Miller speaks to Stitchers Quilt Guild members

POTTED FEW GARDEN CLUB MEMBERS MEET
The Potted Few Garden Club met in April at the home of Renate
Gosser with Linda Novak as co-hostess. The program was
“Herbs: Spice of the World” and presented by Amy Aldenderfer
from the UK Cooperative Extension Office in Elizabethtown. She
shared much information about how to raise, harvest, dry, store
and cook with herbs. She also encouraged the members to
attend the Master Plant Fair from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 12 at
the Extension office at 201 Peterson Drive in Elizabethtown.
Club members were invited to journey after the meeting to
Saunders Springs for the dedication of a pine tree in memory of
deceased member Nancy Howell. The May 16 Potted Few
meeting is a field trip to Cathedral Gardens, 1314 Hebron
Church Road, Henryville, Ind. After the tour, members will enjoy
box lunches prepared by hostesses Bonnie Gunter and Bonnie
Lush. To attend, make a reservation with club president
Anneliese Knoll, 352-0484.

S C O U T S

CUB SCOUTS HAVE
RAINGUTTER REGATTA

Rineyville Pack 600 held it’s annual
Raingutter Regatta. Pictured with
Cubmaster Shawn Saltmarsh are,
front row, Steven Barnes, Kase
VanBlijenburgh, Tyler Meyer; back
row, Will Walters, Noah Thomas,
Seth Saltmarsh and Ethan Jones.


