
Life is a lottery and —
as the observant among
you may have noticed — a
few fortunate people are
given winning tickets the
moment they arrive in the
world.

Those with a special
advantage are often born
1) wealthy 2) good looking
3) the sons or daughters of
distinguished families.

As for myself, I think
strike three has been
called in the great ball-
game of my life. But this is
not an outcry of resent-
ment or call to class war-
fare.

For in regards to
wealth, I feel lucky to
have a job that pays for a
small but nice house and a
fridge with some beer in
it. As for good looks, well,
that would have only
spoiled my delicate per-
sonality. As for distin-
guished parents, mine
were not well off but they
were rich in affection and
laughter. Their motto was:
“Who needs money when
you’re funny?”

With blessings like that,
I am content. Indeed, it
strikes me that if you are a
graduate of the University
of Hard Knocks, and have
a degree of concussion,
perhaps with an added
diploma in the breeze-
shooting arts, you have
learned a thing or two
about life that money or
pedigree can’t buy.

That being so, it is my
belief that being born with
every advantage can be a
terrible disadvantage.
Which brings us to Mitt
Romney, the Republican
presidential candidate, as
you knew it would.

The other day the
wealthy, good-looking son
of a distinguished family
came to suburban Pitts-
burgh and met with some
regular voters and sniffed
at some cookies that were
set out for them.

It is important first to
understand that cookies

are sacred totems in the
Pittsburgh culture. Why, it
is the custom hereabouts
that a cookie table be set
out at wedding receptions.
Indeed, it is actual
grounds for divorce in
Pittsburgh to fail to pro-
vide a cookie table at a
wedding, which is seen as
a type of mental cruelty.

OK, I made that up. Of
course, it is the lack of the
chicken dance at a Pitts-
burgh wedding that is
grounds for a divorce, but
that does not diminish the
importance of cookies —
and anybody that says dif-
ferent is a crumb.

Moreover, these cook-
ies set out for Romney at
the Bethel Park Commu-
nity Center were special
cookies — they came from
the Bethel Bakery, which
in local lore is a Valhalla
of cookies, a sacred place
where noble sugar and
flour depart their own
lives to be baked into
heroic creations.

So Romney arrived in
his aw-gee-shucks-swell
way, took one look at the
cookies, and said, “I am
not sure about these cook-
ies,” and, pressing on
where angels fear to tread,
added, “They came from
the local 7-Eleven bakery
or whatever.”

Well, I reckon you
could have heard a paper
napkin drop. He might as
well have come dressed in
a Philadelphia Flyers jer-
sey. You just don’t diss a
person’s cookies in these
parts.

It was a disturbing inci-
dent. People naturally
wondered how someone
who wants to negotiate
with devious foreign pow-
ers over nuclear weapons
didn’t know enough to say
the right thing in a

straightforward bakery
goods culture.

This is why I am so
glad I was never burdened
with a privileged upbring-
ing. If it were me, I would
have just done a Cookie
Monster impersonation —
“Cookie! Cookie!” — and
the ice would be broken
and I would be elected
president of the United
States.

You see, you don’t get
anywhere in journalism
unless you are born with
the common touch. In this
business, you must meet
and learn to get on with
people from many walks
of life — the unscrupulous,
the cynical, the egotistical,
the mad, the rich, the
poor, the ignorant. And
it’s worse if you leave the
newspaper building.

To be fair, maybe
Romney was just trying to
make a joke, microscopic
as it may be. But if this
was a doomed attempt at
humor, it may be proof
that Romney is indeed a
true far-right conservative,
because an unfunnier
group of people you
couldn’t find at a funeral.

So who needs funny
because they got money?
Mitt Romney does, be-
cause without the humor
that arises naturally out of
an intimate understanding
of human nature, he
seems to lack the common
touch that all politicians
must also have to succeed.

Uh oh! Could it be that
the Republicans have a
candidate so lacking in
empathy and authenticity
that he can’t figure out
which way the cookie
crumbles? “Let them eat
cake” did not work for the
rich and beautiful Marie
Antoinette. And “let them
eat cookies” is too half-
baked for a 7-Eleven.

Reg Henry is a columnist for
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. His
email address is rhenry@post-
gazette.com. Distributed by

Scripps Howard News Service.
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Celebrating

E-SCRAP RECYCLING EVENT
APRIL 28, 2012

8:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.
AGC Automotive Americas

1 Auto Glass Drive
(Leitchfield Road, past Central Hardin High School)

Hardin County Residents
(I.D. Required) NO BUSINESSES

Sponsored by:

Computers - desktops, 
laptops, main frames, tablets, 
and  all components
Circuit Boards

Printers - all types

Scanners and Copiers

FAX Machines

Monitors (CRT and LCD)
Networking Equipment

Servers

Docking Stations

A/C and D/C Adapters

RAM/Memory

Routers/Hubs

Medical Equipment (non-
hazardous)
Power Tools

Televisions

Audio and Video Equipment

Flat Panel Displays

TV Cable Boxes, Wires, Cords

Telephones - (LAN line and cell)
Telecommunications Equipment

Power Supplies

Satellite Receivers

Surge Protectors

Contained Powder Toner

Shredders

Projectors

Batteries - all types

UPS Battery Back-ups

Light Fixtures

Media (tapes, discs)

Light Bulbs - all types

NO appliances such as stoves or refrigerators will be accepted

203 Peterson Drive, Elizabethtown, KY 42701 • 270-765-2500

A Revolution in Zero Turns
The Steering Wheel

Test drive the New Cub 
Cadet Zero Turn Mower

Z-Force 48S
Twin Cyl Kohler

48” Fabricated Deck
Full Zero Turn response 
with a Steering Wheel

Can You Buy A New $1,800 
Furnace For $458?

Yes, it’s absolutely true, you can 
actually replace your old (and 
probably very inefficient) 
furnace, air conditioner, or heat 
pump as a package for at least 
$1,300 less than you would have 
to pay at any other time.

MY PROBLEM IS YOUR 
OPPORTUNITY

Let me explain,
At the beginning of every year we 
purchase, for the summer, a load 
of air conditioners and heat 
pumps and have to guess how 
many we’ll need to meet the 
demand. Of course we’re never 
exactly right. So, we always have 
some inventory left over until 
the next summer’s cooling 
 season.
These are brand new models. 
And they are NOT seconds or 
“Blems” or “Builder” models. 
They are factory fresh PREMIUM 
air conditioners and heat pumps 
and have a full parts and labor 
 warranty.

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN GET
A FURNACE FOR $458

If you buy one of these leftover 
Premium air conditioners or 
heat pumps at last year’s prices 
and have it installed by June 1st 
(but only if one of the sizes I 
have in inventory will fit your 
house, of course), I am giving 
you a high efficiency furnace 
completely installed, for an 
unbelievable low price of only 
 $458.

HERE’S HOW
Just call Allen’s at 358-3333. 
We will come out and determine 
the availability of the proper size. 
As of right now, I have only 21 
air conditioners and heat pumps 
left over in various sizes and 
efficiencies. When they are gone 
this remarkable offer ends. First 
come, first served!
We will show you the real world 
price of the air conditioner or 
heat pump that fits your home. 
Then we will show you the 
substantial savings now. And it 
will include all labor, installation 
materials, and a full parts and 
labor warranty on your new 
system. Nothing is left out.

THE CONCEPT IS SIMPLE
By letting you win big now, I will 
win at the end of the year.
I’m betting that if I make you an 
offer that is “irresistable” (at 
least it should be if your furnace 
or air conditioner is over ten 
years old) I will accomplish 
 three things:
1. Get rid of my leftover air 
 conditioning inventory.
2. Help cover my rent, utilities, 
insurance and taxes in the slow 
 months.
3. Pay my professional staff of 15 
technicians to work instead of 
paying them to sit home.
If I can accomplish these three 
objectives, I will minimize my 
losses, and the rest of the year 
can be a winner.

NO OBLIGATION
Even after I completely explain 
the installation there is 
 absolutely no obligation. If you 
decide you don’t want to take 
advantage of this spectacular 
savings-that’s OK. I will give you 
a surprise gift worth $50.00 
because you are kind enough to 
read this ad and give me a 
chance to solve my problem. I 
want you to think well of Allen’s 
Air Conditioning & Heating
even if you don’t buy.

YOU CAN BUY WITH NO CASH
You don’t even have to pay me 
right away. I have set up terrific 
financing with competitive rates.
Consider this, if you decide to 
make monthly investments 
instead of paying cash, the 
amount of your investment 
might be more than offset by the 
savings on your utility bills. It’s 
like “having your cake and 
eating it too”.

IRONCLAD GUARANTEE
I’m so confident that you will 
save at least 20% on your 
cooling and heating bills (I’m 
projecting more like 30% to 
50%) that I will pay you Double 
the Difference for one year if 
 you don’t.
There is no way you can lose. 
Your lower utility bills will 
really make a big difference on 
your investment. And I will 
even double your savings if you 
save less than 20%. If these 
premium systems were not 
among the best on the market, I 
couldn’t afford to make such a 
 promise.

WHY THIS OFFER CAN’T LAST
You must act before May 31st!
 Here’s why.
1. I only have a limited number 
of matched systems left over. 
When all of the in-stock air 
conditioners and heat pumps 
are sold, that’s it. First come, 
 first served!
2. If I have any of the leftover 
systems on May 31st (although 
I doubt that I will) this offer 
 still ends.
My business always starts 
improving in June and I can sell 
my leftover air conditioners and 
heat pumps this coming 
summer and still come out OK.
Give Allen’s Air Conditioning 
& Heating a call now at 358-
3333 and set an appointment 
for your no obligation survey.
Thank you for reading this 
rather long ad. I hope you will 
profit greatly because of it.

 Warmly,
David E. Allen

Contractor 
#M02964

© CSG

769-2727 • 358-3333 • 369-7700
www.allensairconditioning.com
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Can Romney figure out which
way the cookie crumbles?

Mexico forest faces fire,
armed men,squatters

By MARK STEVENSON
The Associated Press

MEXICO CITY —
Mexico’s largest big-city
forest park has been dev-
astated by a fire that offi-
cials say was set by
squatters seeking to take
over land and worsened
by the presence of
armed gangs trying to
scare off firefighters.

The fire at the Bosque
de la Primavera, “Forest
of Springtime,” on the
edge of the western city
of Guadalajara, has con-
sumed 18,500 acres, , or
about one-quarter of the
preserve, officials said
Wednesday.

The fire, which began
over the weekend, has
sent plumes of smoke
and ash into Mexico’s
second-largest city, forc-
ing dozens of schools to
close. It is the latest chap-
ter in a battle in Mexico

to save public forests
from development, log-
ging, pollution and fires
fueled by droughts.

“It was started in a
clandestine dump near a
squatters’ camp where,
every year, the inhabi-
tants start fires, clearly
deliberately, to take over
park land,” said Alvaro
Garcia Chavez, the chief
firefighting official for
Jalisco state.

Hernando Rodolfo
Guerrero, the federal at-
torney general for envi-
ronmental protection,
said Tuesday there was
evidence the fire was in-
tentionally set and prom-
ised to bring those re-
sponsible to justice.

Garcia Chavez said
authorities had to extin-
guish 14 fires in the last
year in the same area.

He said the fire was
85 percent to 90 percent
controlled late Wednes-

day, and expressed hope
it could be fully con-
tained by today.

This weekend’s blaze
got out of control be-
cause of unusually dry
conditions and an accu-
mulation of leaves and
branches, Environment
Secretary Juan Elvira
Quesada said, but added
that the blaze “did not
follow the natural pat-
tern of a forest fire.”

Elvira Quesada said
real estate developers
have been trying to build
on the edges of the park
and he pledged to try to
prevent any new con-
struction permits or zon-
ing changes for proper-
ties within the park.

Garcia Chavez said
two firefighting teams
encountered armed
gangs in the woods over
the weekend and were
forced to temporarily
withdraw. 


