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I purchased a new spin-
ning rod and reel this last
week. If I thought initially
that would be a simple
task, I was in for a sur-
prise.
One friend asked me,

“How much are you will-
ing to spend?”
I wanted to answer him,

“No more than $50.” How-
ever, I didn’t want to ap-
pear too cheap, so I really
didn’t have an answer for
him.
I walked around and

looked at the spinning
reels, then at the spinning
rods. There were just so
many to choose from that
I was having a hard time
looking at a good rod and
then looking at the price
tag. I had to put most of
them back.
I did peruse just about

every rod in the store. It
turned out that my $50
would just cover the cost
of a mediocre spinning
rod. It wouldn’t even
come close to a top-of-
the-line rod.
So I settled for one that

cost $49.95. It’s a good
one, not great but good,
and will certainly hold
any fish I would be lucky
enough to hook. That is,
provided I can get another
chance to go fishing and
am lucky enough to get a
fish to bite.
Then I started looking

at the reels and had just
about the same reaction.
The reel I chose is also in
the “not-too-expensive”
category. There were
spinning reels that easily
cost over $100, but this
reel would suffice for my
use.
I never did spend too

much on spinning reels. I
can remember when if
you had a Mitchell 300,
you were picking in the
tall cotton. If I remember
correctly, you could buy
one in those days for
about $20. I just about
doubled that price for the
reel, but it is a Lew’s reel,
and I know they have al-
ways made good reels. Be-
cause the new reels are
made in China, I will have
to reserve judgment, but it
looks good.
When the rod and the

reel were mated together,
and after I had the propri-
etor of the store fill the
spool with 8-pound test
line, the rod and reel felt
pretty good in my hand.
Many of the super-

duper rod and reel combi-
nations these days weigh
almost nothing. They just
feel wonderful in the
hand, but I couldn’t afford
an outfit like that and had
to settle for what I felt
would be good enough for

me. And besides, I don’t
get to go fishing that
often, so spending a for-
tune on fishing rods and
reels seemed a little fool-
hardy.
I will have to get used

to the outfit, and hope-
fully I won’t murder the
big minnows the next
time that I am lucky
enough to go on one of
these trips. There was that
one trip when I couldn’t
get the hang of when to
stop the bait and the poor
minnow would be
smashed on the bank at
the end of the cast. Con-
sidering the cost of the big
minnows we were using,
that action was expensive
until I finally learned
when to turn the handle
and stop the cast.
On the reel I used on

my last trip, the bail
would get stuck in the up
position and I would have
to physically engage the
bail so the reel could take
up line. I did manage to
boat an 18-inch small-
mouth on that trip, plus
several smaller fish.
That smallmouth really

gave me a lot of fight, and
I really enjoyed gazing at
that beautiful fish before I
put it back in the water.
I’m told that legal small-
mouth bass have to be 18
inches long on Lake Cum-
berland Lake. The new
guide lists smallmouth
bass caught have to be at
least 12 inches.

* * *
I still haven’t set up my

turkey blind, and I haven’t
even much more than
glanced at my turkey vest.
I just can’t seem to get in
the mood to get started on
things. There is still time
before the season opens,
but I am told that the gob-
blers are gobbling big time
already. This weather has
really turned them on.
I hope I can get across

the creek to pursue these
wily critters. Last year the
creek was swollen from
the torrential rains we had
throughout April, and I re-
ally didn’t get to go a sin-
gle time.
I tried one time, and

the creek was just too
high for me to try to get
across it. The landowner
seemed to make it all
right once or twice, but I
just never was able to get
down there when the
creek was lower and was
stymied by the one time I
did go. Maybe this year
will be different.

Rods and reels
require more of
an investment

Bud Barnard
Columnist

CORBIN — Cumberland
Falls State Resort Park will
host an “Explore Bowhunt-
ing” weekend March 30-
April 1.
The event features a one-
of-a-kind program that en-
compasses the outdoor
skills used not only for
bowhunting, but for
wildlife watching, photog-
raphy and filming. Created
by the Archery Trade Asso-
ciation, “Explore Bowhunt-
ing” hopes to connect
youths with the outdoors
through archery and en-
hance their outdoors expe-
riences.
Designed for children ages
11-17, the program will ex-
pose students to a variety of
hands-on activities includ-
ing building a blind,
wildlife tracking and iden-

tification, wildlife scents
and calls, camouflage, deer
anatomy and ecology and
much more. The program
starts at 6 p.m. Friday and
runs through noon Sunday.
The weekend seminar
would be suitable for a par-
ent and child to attend to-
gether to learn more about
this sport as well as wildlife
appreciation and outdoors
experiences. The park is of-
fering a package that in-
cludes two nights’ lodging,
Saturday dinner for two
and the course materials
for $179 plus tax. The cost
for the course and Saturday
dinner only is $40 per per-
son.
To register for this program
contact the park’s recre-
ation department at (800)
325-0063.

‘Explore Bowhunting’
at Cumberland Falls 
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Kasey Kahne (5), Marcos Ambrose (9) and Kevin Harvick (29) all crashed during last week’s race at Bristol, Tenn. Crashes have been a common
occurrence for Kahne, but he is confident he can get his season turned around. He starts 32nd in today’s race at Fontana, Calif.

Bad start
Kahne believes he’ll turn things around

By GREG BEACHAM

AP Sports Writer

FONTANA, Calif. —
Kasey Kahne waited nearly
two years between signing
with NASCAR’s winningest
team and finally climbing
into his new ride.
So far, the wait was hardly

worth it.
Kahne opened the season

with a month of wrecks, mis-
takes and disappointing re-
sults for Hendrick
Motorsports, culminating in
a collision with Regan Smith
that ruined last week at Bris-
tol. He’s 32nd in the Sprint
Cup Series points standings,
and his car is down to 34th
in owner points, theoreti-
cally putting Kahne in posi-
tion to lose a guaranteed
spot in the field if he has an-
other wreck or awful per-
formance Sunday at Auto
Club Speedway.
It’s a tense situation to

navigate so early in the
NASCAR season, but the
former boy wonder still radi-
ated quiet confidence while
working with his team at his
hauler in Fontana.
“I would be (down) if my

cars were slow, but every-
thing has been so good,”
Kahne said. “My team is so
good. There’s really no rea-
son to be down, other than
we’re not in the position we
want to be in.”
Even though Kahne has

had more knee surgeries
(three) than Sprint Cup vic-
tories (one) since Septem-
ber 2009, he’s determined to
get his season back on track
in Fontana, where he quali-
fied fifth Friday on the track
where he won in 2006.
Such is the self-confi-

dence of the former Rookie
of the Year from Enumclaw,
Wash., who has earned 12
wins and more than $49 mil-
lion before his 32nd birth-

day next month.
“Some of it may be bad

luck, and then some of it
may be me making mis-
takes,” Kahne said. “Some of
it’s been luck, and I’ve
messed up, but wrecking
has been the problem.
Everyone in NASCAR has
wrecks. As far as the racing
stuff, from the cars to the pit
stops to the team and the
engines, the car is awe-
some.”
Kahne wrecked out of the

Daytona 500, finishing 29th.
He got into the wall early in
Phoenix, saying he “made a
big mistake,” and finished
19th in Las Vegas despite
setting the track speed
record when he qualified on
the pole.
Last week was the most

disappointing result yet —
and his third straight poor
finish after starting in the
top 10.
He wrecked just 24 laps in

at Bristol Motor Speedway
when he passed the much
slower Smith, but then
made a little contact when
he mistakenly thought he
had room to move down the
track, triggering the crash.
“I could have helped the

situation, my spotter could
have helped the situation
and Regan could have
helped the situation,” Kahne
said. “That’s just kind of the
way it goes. It’s racing at
Bristol, and I feel like I prob-
ably should have been more
aware of it and knowing I
was racing Regan Smith,
and that we’re 20 laps in,
and he will wreck everybody
if he can.”
Kahne’s car is just above

the top-35 cutoff for an auto-
matic spot in the 43-car
field. If he falls below 35th at
Fontana, he would be forced
to qualify for upcoming
races, which alters teams’
preparation schedules for

every weekend and could
even keep Kahne out of a
race if he has a weak qualify-
ing run — an improbable
fate for a Hendrick car.
Kahne dismisses the no-

tion he’s trying too hard
since joining Jimmie John-
son, Jeff Gordon and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. on the high-
profile Hendrick team, say-
ing he’s not doing anything
new in his mental prepara-
tion. Kahne has run ex-
tremely well outside his
wrecks, leaving even his
most ardent fans to wonder
if he’s just snake-bitten.
But Kahne doesn’t hear

much of that negativity on
Twitter, where his more than
162,000 followers keep him
upbeat in a rough stretch of
his career. He happily ac-
knowledged a newfound ad-
diction to tweeting on
Friday — but only after film-
ing an anti-texting-while-
driving public service
announcement.
“It’s actually nice that

there’s a lot of positive peo-
ple out there,” Kahne said.
“It’s cool to have. It’s kind of
cool to read some of that
stuff, try to stay more posi-
tive and be ready to go each
weekend. Most of the peo-
ple that talk to me are super
positive, and it’s fun to talk
to them. Every once in a
while you see somebody
and you think, ‘Wow, you
should probably go follow
someone else,’ but I enjoy it.
It’s kind of a cool deal.”
Kahne isn’t the only Hen-

drick driver having a rough
spring during a so-far win-
less season. Johnson has
been embroiled in the
drama of NASCAR’s over-
turned penalties against
five-time champion crew
chief Chad Knaus, while
Earnhardt ended Gordon’s
race last week in Bristol
when he cut Gordon’s left
rear tire with his tailpipe
while both drivers raced for
position late in the race.
Earnhardt, who is having

a strong season otherwise,
then cost himself a likely
top-10 finish by speeding on
pit row. He called Gordon
afterward to discuss it, and
both drivers have moved
past it.
“We were just racing for

position,” Gordon said. “I
think it got a little bit more
attention because it was
teammates. Looking back
on it, it makes our Tuesday
meetings a little more inter-
esting.”

Auto Club 400

NASCAR-Sprint Cup-Auto Club 400 Lineup
The Associated Press

After Friday qualifying; race Sunday
At Auto Club Speedway

Fontana, Calif.
Lap length: 2 miles

(Car number in parentheses)
1. (11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 186.403 mph.
2. (18) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 185.534.
3. (55) Mark Martin, Toyota, 185.534.
4. (16) Greg Biffle, Ford, 185.51.
5. (5) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 185.51.
6. (39) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 185.328.
7. (29) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 185.199.
8. (20) Joey Logano, Toyota, 185.195.
9. (14) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 185.185.
10. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 185.123.
11. (15) Clint Bowyer, Toyota, 185.052.
12. (99) Carl Edwards, Ford, 185.
13. (56) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 184.724.
14. (88) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 184.53.
15. (17) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 184.322.
16. (1) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 184.068.
17. (2) Brad Keselowski, Dodge, 184.044.
18. (10) David Reutimann, Chevrolet, 183.913.
19. (31) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, 183.744.
20. (30) David Stremme, Toyota, 183.397.
21. (24) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 183.379.
22. (78) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 183.052.
23. (51) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 182.681.
24. (42) Juan Pablo Montoya, Chevrolet, 182.56.
25. (22) A J Allmendinger, Dodge, 182.542.
26. (47) Bobby Labonte, Toyota, 182.445.
27. (27) Paul Menard, Chevrolet, 182.366.
28. (43) Aric Almirola, Ford, 182.094.
29. (9) Marcos Ambrose, Ford, 182.007.
30. (26) Josh Wise, Ford, 181.087.
31. (83) Landon Cassill, Toyota, 180.85.
32. (98) Michael McDowell, Ford, 180.61.
33. (13) Casey Mears, Ford, 180.542.
34. (36) Dave Blaney, Chevrolet, 180.433.
35. (23) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 180.356.
36. (49) J.J. Yeley, Chevrolet, 180.297.
37. (33) Brendan Gaughan, Chevrolet, 179.609.
38. (34) David Ragan, Ford, 179.466.
39. (19) Mike Bliss, Toyota, 179.296.
40. (93) Travis Kvapil, Toyota, 178.864.
41. (38) David Gilliland, Ford, 178.602.
42. (32) Ken Schrader, Ford, Owner Points.
43. (74) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 179.131.

Failed to Qualify
44. (7) Robby Gordon, Dodge, 178.47.
45. (87) Joe Nemechek, Toyota, 178.443.
46. (37) Timmy Hill, Ford, 177.936.

By GREG BEACHAM

AP Sports Writer

FONTANA, Calif. — Danica
Patrick got nothing to cele-
brate on the eve of her 30th
birthday.
Patrick dropped out with

engine failure near the mid-
way point of the Nationwide
race at Auto Club Speedway
on Saturday, finishing 35th in
another disappointing result
during her first full season in
the series.
Patrick’s car picked up de-

bris in the front grill at some
point early in the race, appar-
ently puncturing her radiator.
The JR Motorsports Chevrolet
eventually seized, and Patrick
was left disappointed.

“That’s just what hap-
pened,” Patrick said in the
garage. “It’s not a Chevy issue.
It’s not a team issue. It’s just a
bad luck issue, and unfortu-
nately, I feel like we’ve been
catching a fair amount of it at
the beginning of the season.”
Patrick hasn’t finished

higher than 12th in five Na-
tionwide races this season,
taking a step back from her
promising results last season
when she ran a part-time
NASCAR schedule and a full
IndyCar slate.
She crashed in the Nation-

wide race in Daytona after
winning the pole before get-
ting caught up in a large wreck
involving Jimmie Johnson in
the season-opening NASCAR

race, her Sprint Cup Series
debut. She also wrecked in a
qualifying race the previous
Thursday.
Patrick then finished 21st in

Phoenix and a solid 12th in Las
Vegas, but managed only 19th
at Bristol last week. She still
was 12th in the Nationwide
standings heading to Fontana.
“It would have been nice to

do well here in California,”
Patrick said. “I always feel like
there’s lots of people that come
out to enjoy the race and to
cheer me on, so I feel their
love, but for one reason or an-
other, our day got cut short
here.”
Patrick’s season is far from

a disaster, but it’s a step back
from a year ago, when Patrick

finished in the top 15 six times
in 12 Nationwide races, cata-
pulted by a strong start includ-
ing a fourth-place finish at Las
Vegas.
“What are you going to do,

though?” Patrick asked. “You
just go on the next one, and
the good news about NASCAR
is there’s a lot of races.”

ON THE BRINK?: Kasey
Kahne isn’t the only notable
driver whose car is in danger
of losing its automatic spot in
the NASCAR field.
Casey Mears is just above

Kahne at 33rd place in owner
points, while the No. 10 car
driven by David Reutimann
and Patrick is in 36th, four
points behind Landon Cassill’s
Toyota.

Nationwide engine woes doom Patrick


