
DEAR ABBY: My
daughter just celebrated
her first birthday, and I’m
trying to come to terms
with the fact that my fa-
ther isn’t a “baby person.”
He has tried holding
“Krissy” only twice. 

He and his wife showed
up to her party an hour
and a half late and left
early. The gift they
brought was for a much
younger, smaller baby,
and the price tag — from a
budget store — was still
on it. The gift cost less
than $10. Dad and his wife
are not poor; in fact, they
are wealthy.

Dad isn’t in good
health, so I hate being
mad at him. I don’t know
how many more years
he’ll be around. Should I

talk to him about this, or
just let him sit it out and
do practically nothing to
be a part of his only
grandchild’s life? My in-
laws are happily involved
with Krissy. What do I tell
her when she’s old enough
to wonder why Grandpa
never sees her? — Melan-
cholic mom in Michigan

DEAR MELANCHOLIC
MOM: If it will make you
feel better to talk to your
father about this, by all
means do so. But keep in
mind that he comes from
a generation of men who

didn’t necessarily relate to
babies. Also, if he’s in poor
health, it may be a reason
why he’s not eager to hold
her. It’s possible he may
relate better to his grand-
child when she’s old
enough to talk and inter-
act with him.

Tackle the question
about how to respond to
your daughter when she’s
old enough to question his
absence if the issue arises.
It’s possible he may no
longer be around by then.
And if that’s the case,
hope he’s more generous
in his estate planning than
he was on her first birth-
day.

Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Local 5-Day Forecast
Sun

3/25

70/49
Few showers. Highs
in the low 70s and
lows in the upper
40s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:34 AM 7:56 PM

Mon

3/26

70/41
Sunshine. Highs in
the low 70s and lows
in the low 40s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:33 AM 7:57 PM

Tue

3/27

72/55
Partly cloudy. Highs
in the low 70s and
lows in the mid 50s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:31 AM 7:58 PM

Wed

3/28

74/52
Scattered thunder-
storms. Highs in the
mid 70s and lows in
the low 50s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:30 AM 7:59 PM

Thu

3/29

73/46
Mix of sun and
clouds. Highs in the
low 70s and lows in
the mid 40s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:28 AM 8:00 PM

Lexington

69/50

Louisville
73/52

Bowling Green

76/50

Paducah

74/52

Frankfort
70/48

Danville

70/49

Kentucky At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Ashland 68 45 rain Glasgow 74 50 pt sunny Murray 77 53 mst sunny
Bowling Green 76 50 pt sunny Hopkinsville 75 49 pt sunny Nashville, TN 74 51 pt sunny
Cincinnati, OH 70 46 pt sunny Knoxville, TN 70 51 rain Owensboro 74 50 pt sunny
Corbin 71 48 rain Lexington 69 50 rain Paducah 74 52 mst sunny
Covington 69 48 pt sunny Louisville 73 52 pt sunny Pikeville 69 54 rain
Cynthiana 70 47 rain Madisonville 75 50 pt sunny Prestonsburg 67 48 rain
Danville 70 49 rain Mayfield 78 52 mst sunny Richmond 69 50 rain
Elizabethtown 73 49 pt sunny Middlesboro 71 50 rain Russell Springs 72 48 rain
Evansville, IN 72 49 pt sunny Morehead 69 47 rain Somerset 70 49 rain
Frankfort 70 48 pt sunny Mount Vernon 69 48 rain Winchester 70 50 rain

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 74 52 pt sunny Houston 83 62 pt sunny Phoenix 82 54 cloudy
Boston 55 43 rain Los Angeles 60 47 rain San Francisco 53 48 rain
Chicago 64 39 pt sunny Miami 85 64 t-storm Seattle 53 44 rain
Dallas 84 60 sunny Minneapolis 65 43 mst sunny St. Louis 74 54 mst sunny
Denver 79 51 cloudy New York 57 51 rain Washington, DC 64 55 rain

Moon Phases

New
Mar 22

First
Mar 30

Full
Apr 6

Last
Apr 13

UV Index

Sun

3/25
6

High

Mon

3/26
6

High

Tue

3/27
7

High

Wed

3/28
5

Moderate

Thu

3/29
7

High

The UV Index is measured on a 0 -
11 number scale, with a higher UV
Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.
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Today’s weather 
picture is from Kara
Benedict, a student 

at Hustonville
Elementary.

Kid’s Weather Picture

  
  

  
  

  

  
   

   
 

  

  
  

   
  

  

  
   

   
 

  

  
   

   
 

  

Today’s weather 
picture is from 

Wyatt Stonecypher,
a student at Liberty

Elementary. 

Herrington Lake Level: 726.1 feet
Call (859) 748-4685 for regularly updated lake levels
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DEAR ABBY

Jeanne
Phillips

Syndicated Columnist

Mom wants grandpa at arm’s
length to come a little closer

and accessories and is giving
it all away so that every girl
can make their prom fan-
tasies come true.

“Prom is what every high
school girl looks forward to
and I don’t think it’s fair that
some girls can’t afford to get
the big, brand name dresses
and all the accessories,”
Montgomery said. “Girls
who have had their fairy tale
prom experiences should
pass that stuff down so other
girls can have their own
amazing experience.”

In an example of “free”
enterprise at its best, Mont-
gomery started Prom it For-
ward last year, giving away
about 25 dresses to girls
from Mercer, Lincoln and
Washington counties. She’s
had more time to prepare
for this year’s upcoming
prom season and has col-
lected about 125 dresses,
plus shoes, jewelry, hand-
bags and other accou-
trements, all of which have
been donated.

e entire Prom it For-
ward collection will be on
display and free for the tak-
ing on April 7 at Burgin
Christian Church, where
Montgomery attends and
where her inspiration was
drawn. 

“Last year, our preacher
(Mandy Yates, who has since
moved on) did a service on
Martin Luther King Day
about ordinary people doing
extraordinary things and
something hit me that I want
to do something for other
people,” Montgomery ex-
plained. “We came up with
several ideas. Prom it For-

ward was the best one.”
Her parents, Jeff and

Carla Montgomery, church
members and friends have
helped Montgomery amass
the dress collection. Some
are from proms past, others
are from bridesmaids, soror-
ity girls and beauty pageant
contestants, most of them
worn only a time or two.
Sizes range from 0 up to sev-
eral bigger sizes, and the
styles range from vintage to
last year’s models.

“Some of them are older
that we got from ladies at the
church and we’ve got more
modern ones from younger
girls,” said Montgomery,
who plans to study elemen-
tary education at Murray
State University. “Some of
them are pretty fancy and
some are more plain. ere
are some artsy girls at my
school who like to take a
plain dress and do it up in
their own style.”

Montgomery went the
hand-me-down route for
her own prom last year, but
is going all out for her May
12 senior prom. Even
though she has been bar-
gain shopping, she’s already
spent close to $500 on her
outfit this year. at’s only
half of what some girls
spend on their prom get-
ups, she said.

Her father, Jeff, shakes his
head at the notion of spend-
ing that kind of money on

things that get worn a time
or two and then gather dust
in a closet. “ere is just no
logic to it,” he said.

He’s very supportive of
Prom it Forward as a way to
give those fancy duds an-
other spin on the dance
floor, worn by girls whose
families may not be able to
afford such extravagances.
He’s looking forward to
being at the church when
the girls come in and find
what they need for their big
night.

“We try to make sure no-
body takes advantage of the
situation, but we don’t ask
any questions about in-
come. And even though it’s
at a church, don’t think
you’ll get hit over the head
with a Bible because that’s
not the case,” he said. “We
just want to make sure
everyone can get what they
need.”

e church is decorated
for the occasion. Class-
rooms serve as fitting rooms.
Church members make
matching garters for the
dresses. Professional
makeup and hair consult-
ants are on hand. ere’s
even food.

“Some of my friends
come in like the consultants
you see on wedding shows,
and they pull dresses of the
rack and help the girls. It re-
ally is a lot of fun,” Jill Mont-
gomery said.

PROM IT FORWARD

9 a.m-4 p.m., Sat. April 7
Burgin Christian Church, 300 Main St.

For more information or to donate items,
call (859) 734-0404 or (859) 748-5232

PROM, from A1


