
WASHINGTON — Paul
Ryan, outlining his
latest budget pro-

posal in the House
TV studio Tuesday
morning, said the
policies of the Re-
publican presiden-
tial nominees
“perfectly jibe” with
his plan, which
slashes the safety net
to pay for tax cuts

mostly for wealthy Americans. 
“Do you wholeheartedly be-

lieve they will accept your
budget?” NBC’s Luke Russert
called from the audience. 

“Absolutely,” the House Budget
Committee chairman replied
without hesitation. “I’m confi-
dent.” 

Makes perfect sense, in a way.
Mitt Romney, the likely Republi-
can nominee, is on record as say-
ing, “I’m not concerned about the
very poor.” And Ryan has just
written a budget that supports
Romney’s boast. 

Ryan would cut $770 billion
over 10 years from Medicaid and
other health programs for the
poor, compared with President
Obama’s budget. He takes an ad-
ditional $205 billion from
Medicare, $1.6 trillion from the

Obama health care legislation
and $1.9 trillion from a category
simply labeled “other manda-
tory.” Pressed to explain this
magic asterisk, Ryan allowed that
the bulk of those “other manda-
tory” cuts come from food
stamps, welfare, federal employee
pensions and support for farm-
ers. 

Taken together, Ryan would cut
spending on such programs by
$5.3 trillion, much of which cur-
rently goes to the have-nots. He
would then give that money to
America’s haves: some $4.3 tril-
lion in tax cuts, compared with
current policies, according to Cit-
izens for Tax Justice. 

Ryan’s justification was straight
out of Dickens. He wants to im-
prove the moral fiber of the poor.
ere is, he told the audience at
the conservative American Enter-
prise Institute later Tuesday, an
“insidious moral tipping point,
and I think the president is accel-
erating this.” Too many Ameri-
cans, he said, are receiving more
from the government than they
pay in taxes. 

After recalling his family’s im-
migration from Ireland genera-
tions ago, and his belief in the
virtue of people who “pull them-
selves up by the bootstraps,” Ryan

warned that a generous safety net
“lulls able-bodied people into
lives of complacency and de-
pendency, which drains them of
their very will and incentive to
make the most of their lives. It’s
demeaning.” 

How very kind: To protect poor
Americans from being de-
meaned, Ryan is cutting their
anti-poverty programs and using
the proceeds to give the wealthi-
est Americans a six-figure tax cut. 

Ryan’s budget outline omits
specifics about how much he
would take from programs. In-
stead, it provided a string of Or-
wellian euphemisms. e budget
“repairs the safety net” by allow-
ing the states to award public as-
sistance to fewer people — “those
who need it most.” Financial aid
for college would be slashed — er,
“put on a sustainable funding
path.” And the Ryan plan would
give workers “the tools to thrive
in the 21st century” — by killing
off various job-training programs.
Ryan would cut Medicaid by a
third and ship the remnants to
state governments — “strengthen
Medicaid by empowering our
states.” 

When Ryan released his first
budget after becoming commit-
tee chairman last year, much of

the attention focused on his plans
to turn Medicare into a private in-
surance program. He hasn’t
backed away from that, but now
is making a bolder assault on a
full range of social programs. 

e shame of this is Ryan once
again missed an opportunity to
bring some responsible behavior
to the capital’s perennial budget
fights. He pointed out, correctly,
that Senate Democrats have
failed for years to produce a
budget. He accurately observed
that Obama’s budget does little to
resolve the debt crisis. And he is
right that Medicare and other so-
cial programs will collapse if
nothing is done to change their
revenue-payment structure. 

But instead of using the savings
from social programs to pay off
what he calls a “mountain of
debt,” Ryan dishes out tax cuts;
the federal debt would continue
to grow, by $3 trillion, over his 10-
year plan, and the federal budget
would remain in deficit. 

Such a coupling — tax cuts that
disproportionately help the rich
and spending cuts that over-
whelmingly hurt the poor —
makes Ryan’s budget a political
loser. His patronizing justification
— that he is cutting support for
the poor and the old in order to
help them — adds insult. “If we
have a debt crisis, then the people
who get hurt the first and the
worst are the poor and the eld-
erly,” he reasoned. 

And Ryan thinks the eventual
Republican presidential nominee
will campaign on this plan? “I’ve
spoken to all these guys,” Ryan as-
sured reporters, “and they believe
that we are heading in the right
direction.” 

is explains a lot about the
Republicans’ difficulty. 

Dana Milbank’s email address is
danamilbank@washpost.com. 
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Character, freedom and the legacy of Sandy McDonnell
Sanford N. McDonnell

died on March 19 at age
89.

Not surprisingly,
newspaper obituar-
ies are highlighting
his many successful
years at the helm of
the McDonnell Dou-
glas Corp. But I pre-
dict that when the
history of our era is
written, Sandy (as

everyone called him) will be best
remembered as America’s leading
advocate for character education
in our schools.

Of course, I’m biased because I
got to see this humble, compas-
sionate and visionary man up
close for more than 20 years as a
fellow board member of the Char-
acter Education Partnership —
the organization he founded and
guided after he retired from the
business world
(www.character.org).

Sandy led the way, making a
compelling case for taking char-
acter seriously with business col-
leagues, political leaders,
educators, parents, students —

and anyone else who would lis-
ten.

It worked. Despite a misbegot-
ten obsession with high-stakes
testing among policy makers,
character education is back on
the education agenda after
decades of neglect.

Today, thanks to the efforts of
CEP and like-minded organiza-
tions, thousands of educators are
transforming the culture of their
schools by teaching and model-
ing core ethical values such as
honesty, integrity, caring, respon-
sibility and respect.

Although much more needs to
be done to reach all schools, the
character-education movement
has made great inroads — and is
here to stay.

What does educating for char-
acter have to do with First
Amendment freedoms? In a
word, everything.

“Only a virtuous people are ca-
pable of freedom,” wrote Ben-
jamin Franklin. “As nations
become more corrupt and vi-
cious, they have more need of
masters.”

What Sandy accurately de-

scribed as a “crisis of character”
plagues our country. From corpo-
rate scandals to overcrowded
prisons, from bullying and cheat-
ing in schools to widespread drug
abuse, character-related failures
threaten the health of American
democracy — and the vitality of
our freedoms.

Sandy understood that schools
can’t do it all — which is why CEP
promotes strong partnerships
with parents and communities in
developing a character-education
mission. But in the civic arena,
schools have an obligation to pre-
pare young people to be engaged,
ethical citizens committed to
“liberty and justice for all.”

Yes, reading and math are im-
portant. But what matters most in
a democracy is what kinds of
human beings are reading the
books and doing the math.

Understood properly, compre-
hensive, effective character edu-
cation is all about giving students
(and all members of the school
community) meaningful oppor-
tunities to practice freedom re-
sponsibly in a school culture that
encourages, among other things,

respect for the rights of others,
shared decision making, civic en-
gagement, peer mediation and
ethical use of the Internet.

In short, a school committed to
educating for character is a
school that actually practices
what it teaches in civics classes
about the rights and responsibili-
ties of citizenship.

Every year at the CEP annual
meeting, Sandy helped honor
“schools of character” from every
region of the country. One typical
winner, a middle school serving a
disadvantaged population in
Sandy’s own state of Missouri,
has many of the “best practices”
that define effective character ed-
ucation:

Students hold class meetings
and participate in making class
rules. Trained peer mediators
help fellow students resolve con-
flicts. 

Teachers include discussion of
ethical issues in classes across the
curriculum. In these and other
ways, students, teachers, staff and
parents work together to create
and sustain a caring, ethical com-
munity.

Before implementing character
education, this middle school
was considered a “failing school.”
Today, grades are up, suspen-
sions and discipline problems are
down, and parents are no longer
fleeing — they’re lining up to get
in.

Sandy’s message was simple,
but profound: e character of a
nation is determined by the char-
acter of its people.

“Is there no virtue among us?”
asked James Madison, the pri-
mary author of the Bill of Rights.
“If there be not, we are in a
wretched situation … . To sup-
pose that any form of government
will secure liberty or happiness
without any virtue in the people,
is a chimerical idea.”

For your inspiration and lead-
ership — and for reminding us of
the inseparable link between
character and freedom — thank
you, Sandy.

Charles C. Haynes is director of the
Religious Freedom Education Project at
the Newseum in Washington, D.C. Web:
firstamendmentcenter.org. E-mail:
chaynes@freedomforum.org.
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Make your health 
care decisions known

Dear Editor,
Who knows your health care

wishes better than you do?
Don’t keep it a secret. Make
your wishes known with a liv-
ing will.

e third annual National
Health Care Decisions Day is
April 16 and Heritage Hospice,
Inc. staff is offering help with
completing living wills at
health fairs in Boyle, Garrard,
Lincoln and Mercer counties.

e goal of National Health
Care Decisions Day is to ensure
that all adults with decision-
making capacity have both the
information and the opportu-
nity to communicate and doc-
ument their future health care
decisions.

Making health care deci-
sions is often difficult in the
best of circumstances, but
making decisions for others is
even more complicated. Ad-
vance directives give you the
ability to document the types of
health care you do and do not
want, and to name an agent to
speak for you if you cannot
speak for yourself.

It is estimated that only
about 25 percent of all Ameri-
cans have living wills. Because
advance directives can be cre-
ated without a lawyer, for free,
and relatively easily, this figure
is astonishingly low.

Heritage Hospice, Inc. staff
will participate in free women’s
health fairs offered at the
health departments in the
counties we serve. We will be at
Garrard County March 27;
Mercer, March 28; Boyle, April
9; and Lincoln, April 18.

e health fairs are offered
through a federally funded ef-
fort to improve the health of
women ages 40 to 64. An op-
portunity to sign the living wills
will be offered by hospice staff
from 9 a.m. to noon on the days
of health fairs. e health fairs
continue until 3 p.m.

If you cannot attend the
health fair in your county and
do not have a living will, please
visit www.nationalhealthcare-
decisionsday.org for a variety of
free information (including
free advance directives forms
for every state) and tools to as-
sist with thoughtful reflection
on health care choices. But we
hope to see you at the health
fairs.

Emily Toadvine
Heritage Hospice community 
relations and development 

coordinator

Send your letters:
Letters to the editor may be

mailed to The Advocate-Messenger,
330 South Fourth Street, Danville, KY,
40422, faxed to (859) 236-9566, or
sent by email to
letters@amnews.com and should be
kept to a maximum of 350 words.

Letters must include the name, ad-
dress and telephone number of the
author for verification purposes. Only
the name and town will be published.

The Advocate reserves the right to
edit for length or content.


