
Your child might 
not be as healthy 

as you think
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Decorate a heart and win
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Celebrate American Heart Month by 
entering our Love Your Heart contest. Just 
decorate the heart on Page B4 and you 
could win a Dooney & Bourke purse ($198 
value) from Macy’s, a $100 Kroger card 
and a membership to Central Baptist’s 
 HealthwoRX Fitness & Wellness Center.

Cats are getting 
better, but …
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A New York City firm 
— Scape/Landscape Archi-
tecture — got the nod from 
a panel of five judges over 
the weekend to design Town 
Branch Commons, a new park 
to run through downtown 
Lexington.

The Downtown Develop-
ment Authority board met 
Monday to review the plan 
and give its approval.

Jeff Fugate, president of 
the Downtown Development 
Authority, said the plan was 

inspired by the porous karst 
hydrology that underlies the 
inner Bluegrass region, where 
streams flow along the sur-
face, disappear underground 
into caves and resurface in un-
expected places such as where 
there are sinkholes, boils, 
swallets and bubbling springs. 

“What really stands out 
about this plan is how the 
Scape team came to under-
stand karst hydrology, how a 
karst water system works as 
it flows through limestone. 
It surfaces, pools, submerges 

DESIGN FOR TOWN BRANCH COMMONS  
PRAISED AS ‘CLEARLY IMPLEMENTABLE’

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

See DESIGN, A2
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Cox Street lot one of four sections
In this conceptual plan by Scape/Landscape 
 Architecture, Town Branch would flow around 
a renovated Rupp Arena, and through an event 
 terrace and soft-lawn amphitheater. With the 
 Jefferson Street viaduct removed, there would be 
an unobstructed view of Town Branch creek as it 
flows toward the trailhead of Town Branch Trail, a 
bike and hiking path leading into the countryside. 
This is one of four sections in the design plan.

Part of what is now the Cox Street parking lot could end up looking like this.

IMAGES COURTESY OF SCAPE/LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

All five finalists submitted 
imaginative plans for Town 

Branch Commons, but the 
entry from Scape/ Landscape 
Architecture was the clear 
winner.

Scape’s plan is the most 
authentic to Lexington. It 
is the most practical and 
 affordable. It disrupts current 

traffic patterns the least. And 
it highlights the role natural 
ecology can and should play 
in solving  Lexington’s storm-
water problems, not only 
downtown but throughout 
Fayette County.

Kate Orff, the New York 
firm’s lead partner and a 
rising star in the world of 

landscape architecture, is 
well-known for paying close 
attention to the natural 
ecology of places where she 
designs. She clearly did her 
homework on Lexington.

The inspiration for 
Scape’s plan goes deeper 
than Town Branch Creek. It 
 showcases Central  Kentucky’s 

karst  geology, where water 
unexpectedly rises from and 
disappears  beneath limestone 
 formations just below the 
lush Bluegrass soil.

Rather than trying to 
rebuild a long-buried creek, 
Scape’s plan artfully creates 
water features that interpret 

IT’S PRACTICAL, AFFORDABLE AND INSPIRED

Winning proposal is a natural fit for Lexington

See EBLEN, A2
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Take a look
The winning 
design for 
Town Branch 
Commons and 
the four other 
 submissions 
will be on 
display through 
Feb. 22 at the 
Downtown Arts 
Center, 141 East 
Main Street, 
including during 
the Gallery Hop 
on Feb. 15.

See RICHARD III, A10

LONDON — More than 
500 years after the death of 
Richard III in battle, scien-
tists announced Monday that 
they had definitively identi-
fied a skeleton unearthed in 
northern England last sum-
mer as that of the medieval 
king portrayed by William 
Shakespeare as a homicidal 
tyrant who killed his two 
young nephews to ascend the 
throne.

DNA from the bones, 
found beneath the ruins of an 
old church, matches that of a 
living descendant of the mon-
arch’s sister, researchers said.

“ R a r e l y  h a v e  t h e 

FAMILY DNA USED TO 
I.D. NOTORIOUS KING

By Henry Chu
Los Angeles Times

Bones 
confirmed 
as those of 
Richard III

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. — 
Authorities stormed an un-
derground bunker Monday in 
Alabama, freeing a 5-year-old 
boy and leaving his increas-
ingly agitated captor dead 
after a week of fruitless ne-
gotiations that convinced au-
thorities the child was in im-
minent danger.

Jimmy Lee Dykes, 65, had 
taken the child off a school 
bus after fatally shooting the 
driver. He was known by 
neighbors for his anti-govern-
ment rants and for patrolling 
his property with a gun, ready 
to shoot trespassers. He had 
stayed for several days in the 
tiny bunker before.

“He always said he’d never 
be taken alive. I knew he’d nev-
er come out of there,” said an 
acquaintance, Roger Arnold.

Late Monday, officers were 

CAPTOR DEAD AFTER 
WEEKLONG STANDOFF

By Tamara Lush  
and Kate Brumback

Associated Press

Boy 
rescued 

from Ala. 
bunker

See BUNKER, A2

A new year. A new family doctor.
A new focus on health.
Don’t make a new year resolution. Make a promise instead.
A promise to you and your family that you’re going to get healthy.
Just give us a call and we’ll help you find a new primary care
doctor who can help you set, and make, new lifestyle goals.

Here is a list of some of the most common services we provide:
annual physical examinations
preventive health consultations
care of all acute illnesses
care of chronic illnesses, including hypertension,
asthma and diabetes

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
sjhlex.org/hospital-primary-care

dealsaver.com/lexington

so here’s
the deal...

$20 For $40 Toward Floral Arrangements
at David's Floral & Vintage


