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Dear Abby: I’m really bad when it 
comes to speaking. It’s hard for me to 
squeak out the few words I can. I am 
shy and not very sociable, so when I’m 
with people, even my two friends, I 
feel like I come across as rude. I never 
have the right things to say. When I’m 
with my family, I don’t usually have 
this problem.

In public, it seems like everyone 
else is so much more interesting than 
I am. Making conversation is a lot of 
trouble. I know this sounds silly, but 
do you know if there is anything that 
can be done about it? I heard you had 
a booklet about being more social. Is 
it still published? If so, how can I get 
one? — Victoria in South Carolina

Dear Victoria: Making conversation 
may seem like “a lot of trouble” to 
you because making conversation is 
a skill that you haven’t yet mastered. 
A surefire way to contribute in social 
situations is to become informed about 
what is going on in the world by read-
ing books, magazines, the Dear Abby 
column (of course) and going on the 
Internet. The more informed you are 
about the world, the better you will be.

You don’t have to be an “authority” 
on everything. A good conversational-
ist is interested in what other people 
have to say instead of feeling pressured 

to fill the air with the sound of his or 
her own voice. My booklet How to 
Be Popular is filled with suggestions 
about how to polish one’s social skills. 
It isn’t meant to be read just once and 
then put aside. Read it often because it 
covers a variety of social situations. It 
can be ordered by sending your name 
and address, plus check or money 
order for $7 (U.S. funds) to Dear Abby 
Popularity Booklet, P.O. Box 447, 
Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. Ship-
ping and handling are included in the 
price. There are tips not only for what 
to say, but also what not to say.

One of the best cures for shyness 
is to forget about yourself and concen-
trate on the other person by asking 
about what he or she is interested in. 
Try it, and you’ll find it works.

Dear Abby:  I have this little boy I 
tutor. He is 7 and says he loves me. 
I’m 18. I try to tell him I’m way too 
old and he isn’t my type, but all he 
says is, “Age ain’t nothing but a num-
ber.” Help! I need to know what to do. 
— Alex in New Jersey

Dear Alex: Start by telling him that 
the word “ain’t” isn’t appropriate. Then 
tell him that while you are compliment-
ed, he is there to study — so you’ll 
revisit the subject when he is 18.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at Dearabby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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need to talk to be success
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Note: When this puzzle 
is done, the answers 
to the six starred 
clues will form a 
word ladder, starting 
with 4-Across, whose 
record of 33-/42-
Across was broken 
by 68-Across.

 
Across

 1 Letters in front of an 
email address

 4 *Brother of Moses
 9 *Von Richthofen, e.g.
 14 Sender of much 

email
 15 Campfire treat
 16 Like some rial 

spenders
 17 Country music’s ___ 

Young Band
 18 It’s just not done
 19 Arc lamp gas
 20 Victoria Falls river
 22 Many a PX patron
 24 Hydrocarbon suffix
 25 *Element in the 

cleanser 20 Mule 
Team

 26 More haggard
 28 Second man to walk 

on the moon
 30 ___ Bandito
 31 Subatomic particles
 32 Cassandra, e.g.
 33 Place for many an 

office

 37 Org. that bargains 
with G.M.

 38 Manx litter
 41 Kilmer of film
 42 Areas in dog pounds
 44 Director Joel or Ethan
 45 Founding member of 

NATO
 47 Several Russian 

czars
 49 “Will it play in ___?”
 50 Potpourri fragrance
 53 *Bklyn., Queens and 

others
 54 Toothpaste box 

letters
 55 “The Mayor of 

Simpleton” band, 
1989

 56 Coat electrolytically

 59 Dish alternative
 61 Spokes
 63 1970s-’80s Pakistani 

leader
 64 Bagel choice
 65 “Find ___ and fill it”
 66 Ambulance org.
 67 *Sonny and Chaz
 68 *Adheres
 69 1/14 of a fortnight

 
Down

 1 Joan with a guitar
 2 Pepsi, e.g.
 3 Dismount
 4 Star
 5 Fighting female of 

myth
 6 With 46-Down, 

cohort of Little John

 7 Conquistador’s goal
 8 Baylor basketball 

uniform color
 9 Block from rebound-

ing, in basketball
 10 ___ Zion Church
 11 Charged
 12 ___ occasion
 13 San Fran gridder
 21 Partner of bred
 23 Terrier type
 27 Japanese drama
 28 Russia/China border 

river
 29 Pig-roasting occasion
 30 Honors with style
 32 Creature prized for 

its claws
 34 Too large
 35 Hawaiian isle
 36 Lanchester of film
 39 Quitter’s cry
 40 Athletes’ no-nos
 43 ___ card
 46 See 6-Down
 48 Alluring ladies
 49 Paid (up)
 50 Ebenezer’s partner in 

“A Christmas Carol”
 51 Hersey bell town
 52 Polio vaccine pioneer
 53 When doubled, a spa 

city
 57 Coors alcopop brand
 58 “Don’t get so 

excited!”
 60 Head of Parliament?
 62 “I’ll take that as ___”
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Baby Blues is on vacation.

More comics

For more comics, plus Sudoku 
and other puzzles and games, 
go to Kentucky.com/comics.


