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TIRED OF the hassle of traffic?
TIRED OF the endless search for a parking spot?
TIRED OF the exorbitant cost of parking?

NEW LOT
• Best Oaks / Derby Parking in
Louisville

• Nearest the Action

• No Hassel

• Four block walk
to Churchill Downs

• Easily accessible from
I-65 and I-264

• $15 car / $75 RV / $150 Tour Bus

•Walk or Ride (for additional charge)

• NO OVERNIGHT PARKING!

• 400 New Parking Spaces near
3rd and Central (see map)

Oaks/Derby
Parking

Attending the Oaks
and/or Derby this year?

PARK AT…

DERBY 138KENTUCKY

included Union Rags, the
colt making many people
gaga this week.

And finally, this is what
the Take Charge Indy
story confirms: that horse
racing is a confounding
game of deflating lows,
soaring triumphs and
serendipitous connections.

Start with this connec-
tion, the one between
Byrne and Sandford. Al-
though Sandford always
had been more of a horse-
player than owner, he
became intrigued by
Byrne during the trainer’s
glory days more than a
decade ago when he devel-
oped Favorite Trick, Awe-
some Again and other
powerful runners.

The Sandfords own and
operate a bag-making
company in the northwest
Chicago suburbs, but their
horse racing connection
also includes Maribeth’s
roots in Louisville, where
she graduated from Sa-
cred Heart Academy.
Chuck Sandford knew that
Byrne’s horses started 17
races and won 14 times
during the 1997 Churchill
Downs spring meet.

“How could anybody
forget that?” Sandford
asked.

There were reasons
that Byrne waited two
days to return Sandford’s
call. The first is that he
had just packed a truck
with household items and
was driving his daughter,
Devon, to the University
of Vermont. “Devon and I
are very close, and it was
a great bonding experi-
ence,” Byrne said.

There was more to the
story. Byrne, 56, had
soured on the game. He
was this close to quitting.

Who could blame him?
“It’s tough to dream

about the Derby when you
know you don’t really have
the stock,” he said. “We
had some very lean
times.”

Horses as talented as
Favorite Trick (1997 Horse
of the Year), Awesome
Again (1998 Breeders’ Cup
Classic winner) and Count-
ess Diana (1997 2-year-old
filly champion) were no
longer parked in his barn.
Byrne had always pre-
ferred a smaller opera-
tion, about 20 horses,
because he wants to know
every characteristic and
quirk of every horse.

In 1998 the horses in his

barn won 35 of 91 starts,
earning more than
$5.2 million. In 2008 he
won four of 37 starts, the
second of four consecutive
years in which his earn-
ings dropped below
$165,000. He was having
more success in the real
estate market, buying and
selling property in South
Florida and Louisville
before that market tanked.
All the mojo he built as a
public trainer was gone
after his brief, unsatis-
fying attempt to work
privately for Frank Stro-
nach, a career miscalcula-
tion Byrne could not over-
come.

Sandford knew that
Byrne had struggled. He
didn’t care. That’s why he
called him.

“I’ve been a huge fan of
Patrick’s for a long, long
time,” Sandford said. “I
thought he had Hall of
Fame ability.”

Sandford told him that
— after Byrne finally
returned the call. Sand-
ford remembers that their
conversation took place on
a Thursday evening. On
Friday he and Maribeth
drove to Louisville. On
Saturday they met at
Byrne’s barn and signed a
contract. They purchased
their first horse within
days.

“I told Patrick I wanted
two things: to have fun
and to be friends,” Sand-
ford said. “He’s delivered
on both counts.”

Can he deliver one
more time on Saturday?

The Sandfords bought
half of this colt a year ago,
purchased another 25 per-
cent last July and took
complete control last
winter. Byrne has trained
Take Charge Indy into the
Derby off a five-week
layoff. He has not raced
since winning the Florida
Derby by a length on
March 31, a front-running
performance that earned a
splendid 104 Beyer speed
figure, second-best of all
Derby contenders in their
final prep.

Byrne is so attached to
the colt that he flew with
him from South Florida to
Louisville on Tuesday.

“This has been more
gratifying to me than any
Grade I race or Breeders’
Cup that I’ve won because
of the faith the Sandfords
have placed in me,” Byrne
said. “I couldn’t be any
happier.”

Reach Rick Bozich at (502)
582-4650 or rbozich@courier-
journal.com, and read his blog
and previous columns at
www.courier-journal.com/
bozich.

BOZICH: Byrne glad he returned call
Continued from Page C1

T
he salty old cowboy already
had made one thing clear: He
expected “reasonably intelli-
gent” questions from the re-
porters who encircled him

outside the barn Tuesday after the horse
he’s training, Creative Cause, finished a
morning gallop at Churchill Downs.

Mike Harrington, who shoed horses,
rode bulls, got a veterinarian’s license and
trained a lot of other thoroughbreds in his
71 years before earning his first Ken-
tucky Derby entry this week, probably
wouldn’t win Mr. Congeniality were it
part of the pageantry at the 138th Run for
the Roses.

“He can be tough,” assistant John Cis-
neros said. “You better be on your toes.”

Having heard the ground rules, a local
TV reporter waded in anyway, sheepishly
asking where Creative Cause rates
among all the horses he’s handled.

Harrington let out a deep, devilish
laugh and replied: “If you think about it,
you know the answer to that question.
How could he not be
the best horse I’ve
ever had?”

Cisneros, Harring-
ton’s assistant for 17
years, stood nearby
and snickered. This
time, he thought, the
reporter got off easy.
In October, after Cre-
ative Cause won the
Grade I Norfolk
Stakes in California —
home state of the
horse and trainer —
someone asked a simi-
lar question.

“I was in a bad
mood that day and I said, ‘You know, that’s
an inane question,’ ” Harrington said.
“The reporters at home think I’m quite
grouchy and hard to deal with.”

This makes Cisneros laugh.
“You hear me in the background going,

‘Ahem,’ like, lighten up,” he said. “I get a
kick out of him.”

You’d think Harrington would get a
kick out of being here. Some believe his
colt, a gray son of Giant’s Causeway who
has won four times and finished no worse
than third in eight career starts, could ac-
tually take this thing.

“I would think Mike’s soaking it all up,”
said Doug O’Neill, trainer of I’ll Have An-
other, who beat Creative Cause by a nose
in the Santa Anita Derby. “I know he’s so
proud of that horse, like he should be. He’s
a legitimate Derby horse, for sure. He’s
fortunate; he’s coming here for the first
time with a horse that can win.”

But Harrington said he won’t jump out
of his boots if he wins Saturday — he pre-
dicted his reaction would be better de-
scribed as “catatonic.”

“I hate to say this — it’s the Kentucky
Derby — but I’m not overwhelmed by it,”
he said. “It’s not my first rodeo.”

It certainly isn’t. He rode broncos and
bulls in actual rodeos as a teenager in
Bend, Ore., where his father, grandfather

and great-grandfather were horsemen,
running mostly in low-level events. Har-
rington laterwent toveterinaryschoolbe-
cause his family’s animals were dying too
often when it took vets a day or two to
reach their farm.

Few things have come easily to him, so
he has little patience for others who
haven’t put in the work — or homework, in
the case of those pesky reporters with
their dumb questions. But some of his
hard persona is just for effect, Harring-
ton’s friends say.

“He can come off kind of grumpy, but
he’s actually got a great sense of humor,”
O’Neill said. “If I’m not in a race with him,
I want him to win. He’s a great guy and a
hard worker. He’s everything you want to
see in yourself.”

Harrington said his is a “dry humor.”
Then he delivered a sample. He was asked
which of his life’s many vocations has
been most rewarding.

“Oh,” he said, straight-faced, “I think
lover.”

He also joked that
he told legendary
trainer Bob Baffert
this week: “Every year
you have 15 good hors-
es, and every 15 years
I have one good
horse.”

No matter the re-
sult, the big-name
trainers will leave this
year’s Derby and get
busy on next year’s
crop of contenders.

“I don’t have a next
year’s crop,” Harring-
ton said.

Exactly. And it’s
taken all these years — he’s been a full-
time trainer since 1993 — to finally get
here. Shouldn’t that mean something?
Shouldn’t he be showing some excite-
ment? There was just one idiot reporter
left by late Tuesday morning, and he
wouldn’t quit with these annoying ques-
tions.

Would not Harrington’s father, who
died several years ago, be so proud to see
his boy made it to the pinnacle of the pro-
fession that four generations of their fam-
ily loved? Harrington paused on that one.
He nodded. He swallowed hard.

“He’s the one that would be over-
whelmed by this experience,” he said.
“My dad would be over the top. That’s the
biggest regret I have about this thing.”

He stared off at nothing in particular,
looking less like the rough old rider he is.
He seemed to be suddenly considering
just how long, how much it had taken for
him to finally be standing there.

“My dad can’t enjoy it. That’s the thing
that would make me emotional,” he said.
“But unfortunately, he’s not here.”

So Harrington shook off that sad
thought, cleared his throat and asked
whether there were any more questions.
There weren’t, because he already was
walking away. He had to go see about his
once-in-a-lifetime horse.

FIRST ROUNDUP
FOR OLD COWBOY

Mike Harrington’s taking it all in an ambling stride

By Kyle Tucker | ktucker@courier-journal.com | The Courier-Journal

Mike Harrington: “I’m not
overwhelmed by it. It’s not my first
rodeo.” BILL LUSTER/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

For Kentucky Oaks hopeful And Why
Not, the relationship between owner and
trainer is a peculiar one.

The filly is owned by Helen Groves,
mother-in-law of trainer Michael Matz.
He was asked what it’s like training a
horse for his wife’s mom.

“Terrific,” Matz said with a wry smile
before getting serious. “She’s a horse-
woman. She understands things. She
couldn’t be any better. I’d love for this
horse to do well for her here. She wanted
to run here and we got in, so we’re taking
our best hold.”

And Why Not finished second to On
Fire Baby in the Grade II Pocahontas last
October at Churchill Downs but strug-
gled in her only race as a 3-year-old, fin-
ishing seventh in the Grade II Gulf-
stream Park Oaks on March 31.

“I think she was not fit enough, which I
told Mrs. Groves,” Matz said. “We were
short a work or two, and she said, ‘Well,
just tell (jockey Julien Leparoux) that if
she gets a little tired, don’t get after her,’
which he didn’t. She came out of that race
in good order. It wasn’t a track that suited
her.”

Aptly named

Oaks Lily is on the also-eligible list for
the Oaks and needs a defection to get in,
but no filly has a better name. When she
was foaled on May 4, 2009, co-owner
Dante Zanelli Jr. checked the calendar
and saw that the Kentucky Oaks would be
run on the same date three years later.

Zanelli said Oaks Lily almost died at
birth and had a tough upbringing.

“When she was 2 months old the dam
died; she had a heart attack, and we found
her in the stall and Oaks Lily was right
there next to her,” Zanelli said. “We had to
bottle-feed her. At 3 months she had her
leg torn open — right hind, all the way
down to where we could see the bone — in
a paddock accident. We worked on it real-
ly hard to get it healed, but she is so kind
she will do whatever and nothing bothers
her.”

Idaho’s finest
Rousing Sermon would be only the

second Idaho-raised horse to run in the
Kentucky Derby, joining Buddy Gil, who
finished sixth in 2003.

“I know we’re a long shot,” said Dan
Kiser, racing manager for owners Larry
and Marianne Williams. “It’s been incred-
ible. The whole ride’s been incredible.”

OAKS/DERBY NOTEBOOK

No mother-in-law jokes
for Matz — And Why Not?
By Jessie Halladay, Jason Frakes
and Paul Rolfes
The Courier-Journal

» Family ties: Take Charge
Indy is a son of A.P. Indy out
of the Dehere filly Take
Charge. A.P. Indy won eight
of 11 races but was scratched
on the morning of the 1992
Kentucky Derby because of a
quarter crack. He returned to
win the Belmont Stakes and
Breeders’ Cup Classic and was
voted 1992 Horse of the Year.
He was a leading stallion for
many years, producing 140
stakes winners before being
pensioned last year.
» How he got here: Trainer
Patrick Byrne raced Take
Charge Indy four times as a
2-year-old. He broke his
maiden with a 6½-length
victory at Arlington Park on
July 11 but did not win his
next three starts and finished
fifth, beaten by 6½ lengths, in
the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile at
Churchill Downs. In his 3-year-
old debut he finished second
in an allowance race at Gulf-
stream Park on Jan. 29. He led
all the way in the Florida
Derby, beating Reveron and
Union Rags. In six career starts
the colt has two wins and two
seconds, earning $721,000
and Beyer speed figures of
109 and 104, both this year.
» Running style: Byrne says
he loves the colt’s versatility,
but he was first or second at
every call in both races this
year. “We went to the front
in the Florida Derby because
we were the fastest horse in
the race,” Byrne said. “That
was a stellar effort.”

» Trainer: Byrne, who turned
56 in March, has been a reg-
ular on the Kentucky racing
circuit for nearly two decades,
although he now considers
Delray Beach, Fla., his resi-
dence. He planned to run City
By Night in the 1996 Derby
but had to scratch him after
he injured himself in a stall
while reacting to a storm
during Derby Week. Byrne
also trained 1997 Horse of the
Year Favorite Trick and 1998
Breeders’ Cup Classic winner
Awesome Again.
» Owners: Take Charge Indy
is the first Derby horse for
Chuck and Maribeth Sand-
ford, who purchased their
first horses with Byrne three
years ago. They own and
operate Bag Makers Inc.,
which produces nonwoven
paper and plastic bags for
retail outlets, an idea that
Maribeth developed in 1980.
Maribeth is a Louisville native
and graduate of Sacred Heart
Academy.

» Jockey: Calvin Borel has
won the Derby three times,
on Street Sense (2007), 50-1
shot Mine That Bird (2009)
and Super Saver (2010). He
finished 10th on Twice the
Appeal last year. He has won
19 of 172 starts this year, and
his mounts have earned more
than $1.2 million.
» What they say: “His first
race was a little tougher than
I wanted or expected,” Byrne
said. “But in an allowance
race you never know what
you are going to run into. He
got tired. He was just run
down by a horse that was a
little sharper that day.”
» What he’s like: “Around
the barn he’s like a big old
Labrador,” Byrne said. “He’s
very playful. Give him a carrot
or some peppermints. He’ll
take either one and be very
happy.”
» Barn notes: The Sandfords
own seven of the 11 horses
that Byrne currently trains.

— Rick Bozich

MANE CHARACTER | TAKE CHARGE INDY

Trainer Patrick
Byrne says Take
Charge Indy
acts “like a big
old Labrador”
around the
barn, but he’ll
need to have
some pit bull in
him on
Saturday.
BILL LUSTER/SPECIAL
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