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A Foster Traditional Academy
fourth-grader whose mother
says she was bullied is transfer-
ring to another school.

The student’s mother, Joy Fur-
man, agreed to withdraw an earli-
er request for a restraining order
against another student at the
school at 1401 S. 41st St. who Fur-
man says has bullied and at-
tacked her daughter, according

to an order filed Wednesday with
Jefferson Circuit Judge James
Shake.

Ted Gordon, Furman’s attor-
ney, would not name the school to
which Furman’s daughter will
transfer. The transfer is effec-
tive Monday.

Jefferson County Public
Schools will provide transporta-
tion for Furman’s daughter, who
will attend the new school next
year too, the order said.

But Gordon said he’ll continue
to seek damages for a “horrific

karate chop to her chest” that
Gordon says the child endured.
The initial complaint names the
parents of the alleged bullying
student, who is identified only by
his initials; two Foster Elemen-
tary teachers; and the principal.

In a statement Wednesday, the
school district said that on Tues-
day, Furman “for the first time
tendered a valid transfer request
which will be granted in the ordi-
nary course,” negating the need
for a court hearing Wednesday.

The school district’s state-

ment added it would “vigorously
contest the allegations of the
original complaint as the case
continues.”

Furman had preferred to
transfer her daughter to Whitney
Young Elementary, but the child
was not admitted, Gordon said.
Tyson Gorman, a JCPS attorney,
said in a letter that that was be-
cause Young Elementary is a dis-
trictwide magnet school and the
application period for this school
year had closed.

Gordon said he was pressing
JCPS to enforce rules against bul-
lying, which he said were not be-
ing followed.

“Enforce your rules, school by
school by school,” Gordon said at
a news conference.

Gorman, however, said in an
interview later that the school
district has policies on bullying
and is “doing a good job” enforc-
ing them.

In a statement, Furman said:
“I am relieved that my daughter
is now finally safe. And I hope
that no other child has to go
through what my 9-year-old child
had to endure over this past
year.”

Reporter Joseph Lord can be
reached at (502) 582-4199.

Transfer OK’d after bully claim
Mother of 4th-grader still pursuing complaint at Foster Academy

By Joseph Lord
jlord@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

December after serving 14
years of a 60-year sentence
for a murder he didn’t com-
mit, was a bricklayer before
his incarceration but has not
been able to find work in that
field. He is trying to start a
lawn service, according to

the project, which is collect-
ing donations so he can buy a
used pickup and lawn equip-
ment.

In a letter seeking contri-
butions from employees of
the Department of Public Ad-
vocacy, supervising attorney

Linda Smith wrote, “I can as-
sure you he is worth the in-
vestment.”

Donations can be sent to
Kentucky Innocence Project,
c/o Kerry Porter, 100 Fair
Oaks Lane, Suite 301, Frank-
fort, KY 40601.

The Kentucky Innocence
Project is collecting contri-
butions to help exonerated
former inmate Kerry Porter
get his life back together.

Porter, who was cleared in

Aid sought for exonerated inmate
The Courier-Journal

WASHINGTON — Outside
spending in Indiana’s Senate race
has reached about $4 million, top-
ping all other congressional
races in the country.

Nearly 70 percent has been
spent to help state Treasurer
Richard Mourdock defeat Sen.
Richard Lugar in next Tuesday’s
GOP primary.

But when the candidates’ own
spending is included, Lugar’s
side has doled out about $8 mil-
lion, compared with $4.6 million
spent on Mourdock’s side, cam-
paign disclosure reports show.

And Lugar had $1.4 million in
the bank as of April 18, compared
with Mourdock’s $255,193.

Still, challengers don’t need to
match the incumbent in spend-
ing, said Stuart Rothenberg, edi-
tor and publisher of the nonparti-
san Rothenberg Political Report,
which analyzes congressional
campaigns. Challengers just
need enough money to make their
case — and outside groups sup-
plied that in Indiana.

“If Lugar goes down, this is
one of those races where you
would say all the outside conser-
vative groups, each of them can
put a notch on their belt for Lu-
gar,” Rothenberg said.

“(Outside spending) has been
a huge factor. It wouldn’t be a

Outside
groups
spending
in Ind.
Senate race draws
out-of-state funds
By Maureen Groppe
Gannett Washington Bureau

See SPENDING, Page B2

Buried deep in the latest
campaign filings for Sen-
ate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
are four $2,500 payments
from a couple living in
Midland, Texas. The con-
tributions totaling
$10,000 to McConnell’s
2014 re-election cam-
paign committee came
from a “George Bush”
and a “Laura Bush,” who
were listed as “retired”
in McConnell’s report on
file with the Federal
Election Commission.
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Read the rest from reporter
James Carroll at the Politics
blog, www.courier-journal.com/
polblog

The fact that this city’s beloved
Belle of Louisville won this year’s
Great Steamboat Race was only part of
the thrill for several of that boat’s
cheerleaders Wednesday.

Just before the Belle paddled off
against the Belle of Cincinnati and the
American Queen, Rickey and Kathy
Rector had reason to celebrate. That’s
when Capt. Mark Doty married the
couple from Friona, Texas, who had a
bucket holding an open bottle of Kor-
bel champagne and a dozen roses for
the ride.

The two had planned their nuptials
and honeymoon for Derby Week.

“It’s been her dream ever since she
was a little girl,” said cotton farmer
Rickey Rector, 58, of his wife dressed
in a brown taffeta ensemble with
matching hat. “I could not think of a
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THE BELLE
HAS A BALL

John Garrett offers encouragement from shore as the Belle of Louisville competes in the three-craft Great Steamboat Race
on Wednesday. TYLER BISSMEYER/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Spectators, from left, Rachelle Payton, Nadine Kinsey, Kathy Payton, David Payton
and Julianna Kinsey watch the steamboats pass the Jeffersonville, Ind., riverfront.
BY KEVIN MCGLOSHEN/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Hometown craft triumphs in 3-way Great Steamboat Race
By Jere Downs
and Elizabeth Kramer
The Courier-Journal

See STEAMBOAT, Page B3

ON THE WEB
See photos and videos from the Great Steamboat Race and other Kentucky Derby
Festival events at www.courier-journal.com/derbyfun
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