
The Griffith family be-
came involved with the busi-
ness when his uncle, Simp-
son Griffith, took a job there. 

“Uncle Simp said he
could’ve had two jobs, one
with the Ceredo Pool Hall,
which is the one he wanted,
or clerk at Williams Drug,”
Griffith said. “He said he
wanted the one at the pool
hall but his mother made
him take the one at the drug
store. That decision changed
our family history forever.”

The drug store was a cen-
ter of activity in those days,
filling prescriptions, serving
food, acting as headquarters
for the local Western Union
office and offering an array
of products for sale.

“It was a general store,”
Griffith said. “It even sold
paint.”

In 1943, Williams died.
“He was from Blacksburg,

Va., and they were sending
his body back there,” Grif-
fith said. “Uncle Simp went
with him when the funeral
home took him to the train

station and the train was
late and they left him there,
but Uncle Simp thought so
much of  him, he said, ‘I
couldn’t leave him alone
there,’ and he stayed and
waited for the train.”

After Williams’ death, the
Griffith family bought the
drug store. 

From the beginning, Grif-
fith noted there was a spirit
of  community that he tries
to continue, noting an em-
ployee of  Williams started
another drug store on the
other end of  the block with
Williams’ support.

“They would help each
other out,” he said, adding if
one was out of  something,
the other would loan it to
him.

“My first job was delivery
boy at the drug store,” Grif-
fith said. “We didn’t have
cherry Coke but the store on
the corner did, so my dad
would send me down there
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‘Born with 
the Town’

LEFT: Ric Griffith and his
daughter, Heidi Romero,
pose at Griffith and Feil Drug
Store and Soda Fountain in
Kenova. BELOW: An exterior
view of the business.
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KENOVA

ceiling fan spins its reflection
in a tin ceiling.

Black-and-white tile, stain-
less steel fixtures and flashy
lighting complete the 

motif at Griffith and Feil Drug Store
and Soda Fountain, a business that’s
more than 100 years old and in its
third generation.

Owner Ric Griffith, also known as
the father of the Pumpkin House
which is the centerpiece of the CK
Fall Festival, said the business was
established as R. Ney Williams Drug
in 1892, two years before Kenova was
incorporated.

“His motto was, ‘Born with the
Town,’” Griffith said.
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