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PAINTSVILLE

he historic
SIPP Cinema

in downtown
Paintsvillewas
purchased by

the city and has al-
ready proven itself  as
a people magnet since
reopening for a con-
cert as part of the
2011 Kentucky Apple
Festival as the SIPP
Theater.
Mayor Bob Porter said a series

of  recent shows, including per-
formances by a full orchestra, a
massive choir for a Christmas can-
tata and a theater group, have
packed the house and provided
new revenue to downtown busi-
nesses.
“In November, we had 17 per-

formances by Jenny Wiley The-
atre and they filled the theater for
most of the performances ... espe-
cially evening and weekend shows.
And, the downtown restaurants
were full and we had people shop-
ping in the antique stores down-
town,” Porter said.
Porter said the old cinema proj-

ect has already proven worth-
while, and is viewed as a quality-
of-life incentive for those consider-
ing relocation or establishment of
business and industrial sites.
“It’s hard to put a specific eco-

nomic development value on it,”
Porter said, adding the city negoti-
ated with the property owner, who
insisted it remain a theater, for
about three years before a deal
could be struck. The city has since
improved the stage, he said, and
will soon install new sound and
lighting as part of a more than one

year improvement plan.
The cinema space works for the

city for two primary reasons,
Porter said, by bringing people in-
to the city from other areas, and by
providing a distinct “quality of
life” factor to Paintsville and sur-
rounding communities.
“The more entertainment op-

tions you can give makes it a more
attractive place to live and can
even increase property values in
some cases,” the mayor said.
“It’s a thing we can afford to do

without breaking the bank. If  you
want people to come to Paintsville,
to visit or to live, you must give

them things to do,” he said.
Porter said Paintsville has also

benefitted from a bit of  luck with
the success of  downtown antique
shops which attract shoppers from
other places.
“Certainly there was luck in-

volved and entrepreneurial spirit,”
he said, explaining the trend
seemed to begin with renovation
of the former Hobbs store for an-
tiques, followed by similar efforts
at the former G.C. Murphy store
and more recently the former
Sundry Store, each of which were
at one time staples of  the down-
town’s business profile.

Paintsville also benefits from
the presence of  one of  the state’s
first 18-hole golf  courses in the
highlands. Established in 1929, the
course architect was the late Dr.
Paul B. Hall, a member of the Ken-
tucky Golf  Association Hall of
Fame. The front nine is hilly with
rolling fairways offering a variety
of shots, while the back nine is lev-
el with two lakes and features the
Big Sandy River weaving through.
Water may come into play on all 18
holes. Two holes on the back nine
(No. 10 and No. 17) require your tee
shots to carry over the Big Sandy
River, along with the challenge of

crossing over the course’s famous
swinging bridge.
The Paintsville Golf  Course

Clubhouse has been the city’s pre-
miere location for gatherings since
it formally opened in 1939. The
original structure was built by the
WPA from rock transported from
nearby Ky. 40 going toward Thel-
ma, where three quarry spots re-
main visible today.
Other Paintsville-related land-

marks include the U.S. 23 Country
Music Highway Museum, Moun-
tain HomePlace, In the Pines Am-
phitheater and Paintsville Lake
State Park. 

Historic cinema an anchor 
for downtown Paintsville
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The SIPP Cinema in downtown Paintsville.


