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ASHLAND

t is a few min-
utes after 11 on a
Sunday morning
in downtown

Ashland, and to
the casual observer, it
may seem like the
slowest of slow times
in the city’s central
business district.
Traffic is light, al-
though parking
places are at a premi-
um. With few excep-
tions, the stores are
all closed.
But looks can be deceiving.

There are probably more people in
downtown Ashland on Sunday
morning than at any other time of
the week. But instead of shopping,
dining out or just cruising the
streets, they are in church wor-
shipping God in a variety of ways.
No fewer than 11 Christian con-

gregations are meeting within a
few blocks of each other in down-
town Ashland each Sunday morn-
ing with most of  them also meet-
ing on Sunday evening and
Wednesday night.
They include Holy Family

Catholic Church, Calvary Episco-
pal Church, First Presbyterian
Church, First Baptist Church and
First Christian Church (Disciples
of  Christ), all on Winchester Av-
enue; First Methodist Church and
Carter Avenue Community
Church on Carter Avenue; St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church on Bath
Avenue and King’s Way Church on
17th Street.
In addition, Lifesong Church

continues to have worship services
in the Paramount Arts Center
each Sunday morning after out-
growing its first home on the sec-

ond floor of  Hope’s Place on
Greenup Avenue, but it has moved
most of its other church activities
to the former home of  Russell
First Baptist Church in downtown
Russell. Members of  Gateway
Church meet each Sunday morn-
ing in the auditorium Park Place,
the former home of  Kentucky
Power Co. on Central Avenue.
Added together nearly 2,000 peo-

ple — men, women and children —
come to downtown Ashland each
Sunday morning to worship God.
First Presbyterian Church is the

oldest congregation in Ashland,
having been founded in June of
1819 by Major James Poage, a
prominent member of  this com-
munity’s founding family.  The
church moved to its current loca-
tion at the corner of  Winchester
Avenue in 1858.
“We call our church the heart of

Ashland,” said the Rev. Garret
Bugg, who has been pastor of First
Presbyterian for the past three
years.
“That’s what we strive to be —

a church in the heart of  Ashland
where hearts are touched and
changed by God.”
Less than a block from the Ash-

land’s oldest church is one of Ash-
land’s newest congregations,
King’s Way Church, in the original
home of  First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) on 17th Street.

When pastor Phil Fannin led
King’s Ways first worship service on
July  25, 2005, it held the deed on the
historic church that had also been
the home of the Ashland Christian
Scientist church before that congre-
gation ceased meeting in the early
1980s. It also had completed the con-
struction of Sunday school class-
rooms and offices at the rear of the
building, and it was more than
$200,000 in debt, Fannin said.
What the church did not have

was a congregation. Only about 40
people were on hand for that first
worship service, and most of them
were members of  other churches
who were there just to support
Phil and Debbie Fannin in their
new ministry. 
Today, less than seven years lat-

er, the church is averaging be-
tween 140 and 150 for Sunday
morning worship services and  has
leased a building acrosss 17th
Street for its youth program, Fan-
nin said. And the church is debt
free, having paid off its loan in less
than four years.
“The Lord has really blessed

us,” Fannin said. “We took a huge
step in faith in starting this
church, and God is doing great
things here. We are literally bust-
ing at the seams. When we get 150
people here, there is no room for
everyone to sit.”
Fannin said the church is look-

ing at property and may soon be-
gin construction of a new place to
worship. While the church has
prospered downtown, the new
church likely will not be in the cen-
tral business district. 
“We need a place where we can

grow,” said Fannin, a bivocational
pastor who operates a small busi-
ness in Russell that owns and/or
manages commercial and residen-
tial property.
Historically, downtown church-

es have worked closely together to
meet not only the spiritual needs
of the community’s residents but
also many of their physical and fi-
nancial needs, Bugg said.
First Presbyterian was one of

four downtown churches that se-
cured funding for the construction
of the Unity Square apartment
building for senior citizens on Cen-
tral Avenue, Bugg said. While the
churches no longer own or operate
the apartment building, it exists
because the church saw a need for
safe, affordable housing for senior
citizens and worked together to
meet that need, he said.
Downtown churches also were

instrumental in starting the Ash-
land Community Kitchen, CAReS,
Hope’s Place, the Shelter of  Hope
and other ministries, Bugg said.
While Calvary Episcopal

Church’s fellowship hall was the
home of  the Community Kitchen

for more than 25 years, virtually
every downtown church support-
ed the kitchen financially and had
active volunteers in the ministry.
CAReS was started by churches to
provide a database to attract people
receiving help in from churches in
Boyd County. Churches that have
signed a covenant with CAReS to
support the ministry continue to be
the most dependable source of
funding for the nonprofit agencies. 
“Churches working together to

meet the needs of this community
are what make Ashland such a
good place in which to live,” Bugg
said. “We feel like we are called to
be a part of that.
“We are not only committed to

helping people in need but we are
working hard to break the cycle of
poverty, and that’s more challeng-
ing,” Bugg said.
Fannin said he started King’s

Way because he was convinced
God had told him to start a church. 
“Did I clearly hear the voice of

God? No, but I definitely felt that
God was touching me and leading
me in this direction,” Fannin said.
He calls King’s Way a “non-de-

nominational charismatic church.
We’re pentecostal but we are not
associated with any pentecostal
denomination.
“While I strongly believe in

evangelism, I believe my main call-
ing is to build up the believers, to
help Christians grow in their
faith,” Fannin said.
There was a vote by the congre-

gation of  First Presbyterian
Church in the 1970s on whether to
renovate and expand the historic
church building or to build a new
church in another location. The
congregation narrowly approved
remaining on the site where it had
been since Ashland became a city. 
While Bugg had not even been

born at the time that vote was tak-
en, he recognizes how much the
outcome influenced the future of
the church.
“We decided to stay in the heart

of  Ashland and I think that was
the right decision,” Bugg said. “We
have a bit of a problem with park-
ing, but outside of  that, this is a
good place for us.” 

PHOTOS BY KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT

ABOVE: Calvary Episcopal Church on 14th Street and Winchester Avenue in downtown Ashland. BELOW LEFT: First Baptist Church on 17th Street and Winchester Avenue. BELOW RIGHT:
First Presbyterian Church at 16th Street and Winchester Avenue.
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