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PRESTONSBURG

t wasn’t easy
to transform
a former strip
mining site

into a first-
class golf and
sports complex,
although that is
exactly what has
happened at
StoneCrest Golf
Course
Paul Hughes — who was

involved “from the start” in
the effort to develop
StoneCrest,  which now in-
cludes baseball and soccer
fields as well as an equestri-
an center among its features
— said he has no doubts the
investment continues to
bring rewards for Floyd
County and the entire re-
gion.
“At first we wanted to add

nine holes to the course at
Jenny Wiley. We met with
the Corps of  Engineers and
they told us of this property
that could be deeded to the
city of  Prestonsburg. Some
of it was owned by the
Corps, but most of  the land
was privately owned,”
Hughes said, recalling the
days when StoneCrest was
merely a concept with a few
paper drawings outlining a
golf  course and a subdivi-
sion.
Hughes said those who be-

lieved in the idea contacted
people who owned “the flat
land” on the mountain-top
removal site and promised
them a building lot, utilities
and a golf  course for their
property, with the clause
that the land would be re-
turned to them if developers
did not deliver on their
promises within three years.
“We were lucky enough to

have the perfect alignment,”
Hughes said, describing the
team of elected officials, pri-
vate citizens, state and feder-
al officials who worked on
behalf of the project. Assist-
ing with financing of  the
ambitious development,
Hughes said StoneCrest was
able to bank $1 million from
coal removed from the site,
and $200,000 in timber sales.
“We were able to accom-

plish everything within the
time frame and there are
now about 50 homes up
there with room for another
50,” Hughes said.
The golf  course was de-

signed “to be the best possi-
ble,” Hughes said, pointing
out the links feature bent-
grass fairways and has host-
ed some of  the most presti-
gious tournaments in Ken-
tucky since it opened 11
years ago.
Even with recognition as

an outstanding facility,
Hughes said the economic
concerns of operating a golf
course are a challenge. “It’s a
tough market and we’ve
stayed close to break even.
Upkeep is expensive and we
can’t charge what people
would expect for a course of
this quality. The low end of
the middle is what we
charge,” he said, adding
StoneCrest is increasingly
popular among out-of-state
visitors and hosts many cor-
porate outings as well as
tournaments. Each of those
factors has a direct impact on
the local economy, he noted.
When people see

StoneCrest, as well as the
nearby Mountain Arts Cen-
ter which Hughes also
helped get established, they
often express disbelief such
nice facilities are available in
eastern Kentucky. He ad-
mits, it is a thought that
makes him at least a little in-
dignant.
“I say, ‘Why can’t we have

something like this?’” he
said, later adding “Number
one — we want tourists. But,
we also want to enable our
own people to have state-of-
the-art places they can enjoy.
We want to let them know
they don’t have to go some-
place else for first-class en-
tertainment or golf. I can tell
you, there’s nothing in east-
ern Kentucky like it.”
For golfers, Hughes said

those who haven’t been to
StoneCrest surely don’t
know what they are missing.
“If  they haven’t played it,

they’ve missed a lot,” he
said.
In addition to serving

golfers, the mountain top
property is also home to Lit-
tle League baseball fields, a
high school baseball facility,
soccer and football fields,
girls’ softball and “a softball
field the older guys and girls
can play on,” Hughes said.
The site also offers a place
for horse enthusiasts to host

shows which Hughes said at-
tracts “tremendous” crowds.
With a chuckle, Hughes also
saluted the horse crowds for
their outstanding dedication
to keeping their place clean,
with not a single scrap of lit-
ter remaining at the site
when the trucks and trailers
clear out at the end of their
events.
“I’ve talked to people who

participate in some of those
things and they always say it
is a favorite place they go,”
Hughes reported.
StoneCrest Golf Course is

owned and operated by the
city of  Prestonsburg in
Floyd County. The course
sits on 700 acres of  moun-
taintop land and offers
amenities such as a pro shop,
club repairs, a practice
green, a driving range, club-
house and lounge. Accord-
ing to StoneCrest’s official
website, “Built on a re-
claimed strip mine, the
course offers spectacular
views of the surrounding
mountains and valleys. The
championship layout plays
to a par 72 and is over 7,000
yards long from the black
tees. However, with four oth-
er sets of  tee boxes, the
course is playable for all skill
levels. Opened for play in
2001 the course is already
recognized as one of  the
finest in Kentucky and has
played host to both the
Men’s and Women’s State
Amateur Championships in
its brief history.”
For more information,

call the StoneCrest Golf
Shop at (606) 886-1006.
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StoneCrest Golf Course, which opened 11 years ago, is owned and operated by the city of Prestonsburg in Floyd County. The course sits on 700 acres of mountaintop land.


