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WESTWOOD

ereave-
ment tests
people.
Marcia
Caniff

learned the life’s
lesson young. 
There wasn’t
much buffer be-
tween the little
girl and the hu-
manity of mourn-
ing. Holding her
doll, the toddler
carefully pulled a
chair up to baby’s
casket, inquisi-
tive, trying to
peep inside. Her
mom and dad
knew to move out
of the upstairs
apartment above
their family fu-
neral home. Their
two children were
too close to the
woes of death. 
Even so, Marcia Caniff

Davis followed in her father,
Pat’s footsteps, and, as a
woman, runs Caniff Funeral
Home on Wheatley Road,
sharing in community weep-
ing, displaying deepest re-
spect as lifelong friends and
family express grief. The
Westwood business cele-
brates a half-century of
business this year.
Satisfied, she carries on

the undying mission her
family started from scratch.
Wife to Boyd Circuit

Court Judge George W.
Davis III, and mother to
Olivia, 2, Marcia Caniff
Davis always wished to be a
funeral director and em-
balmer.
The Caniff  family faced

capricious hours and long
workdays, canceled vaca-
tions, and delayed supper-
times when dear friends de-
parted life. Marcia’s mom,
Dana, placed funeral sprays,
lined folding chairs for serv-
ices, and directed schedules,
while her father offered a
strong shoulder to cry on,
and volunteered in the com-
munity tirelessly. They are a
team built on eternal faith.
Watching it all come to-

gether, Marcia asked for her
daddy’s support and headed
off  to embalming school in
Cincinnati, praying to con-
tinue on the successes of the

once Caniff-Riggs Funeral
Home, opened in 1962 with
partner, Eddie Riggs. Caniff
ultimately bought out Riggs
and became sole proprietor.
The Westwood community
entrusted him during dark-
est hours, breathing life into
the small business.
It remains family owned

and operated — rare in a
field often controlled by cor-
porate funeral home chains.
Her father offered good guid-
ance:
“He told me to treat every-

one you deal with like
they’re your own family,” re-
membered Caniff  Davis,
adding to always say a
prayer over a body, summon-
ing God’s mercy in rough
times, placing yourself  in a
family’s shoes, when it’s
hard to say goodbye. Tough
days come as she plans me-
morial services for a child
and prepares for interment.
She often cries in private but
knows her dedication and
tenacity helps loved ones lay
a person to rest with sereni-
ty and peace of mind.
She makes a difference —

with small, caring touches.
Her quiet calmness is a mix-
ture of  years of  experience,
dignity, and enduring poise.
“Every day is rewarding,

knowing we helped a family
through a very difficult
time. We try to make the
family’s journey less bur-
densome and stressful by
helping them as much as
possible,” she said. “Plan-
ning a funeral is something
most people only do a couple
times in their lives, and,
therefore, it’s overwhelming.
This is where we can help
make a tough situation less
of a burden.”
Committed and constant,

she lifts spirits by passing on
advice from her dad.
“I encourage them to lean

upon their faith, friends and
family that love them to help
get through,” she said. “My
faith is very important to me
and I rely heavily on it to
guide me through all types
of  situations. I do pray for
the families we take care of
for God to give them com-
fort, peace and understand-
ing and to help them

through their difficult time.”
Mr. Caniff  knows all too

well it’s a demanding and
draining career that buries
weaker people. He’s inspired
by Caniff  Davis’ devotion,
flanking her as a mentor
since 1998.

“I’m extremely proud of
Marcia and the respectable
woman she’s become. She
is such a compassionate
and loving person and an
asset to the funeral profes-
sion; she’s truly empathetic
with the families she works
with and tries her best to
make things easier on them
as they go through such a
difficult time,” he said. “I’m
also blessed to be able to
work alongside my daugh-
ter. I value the time I spend
with her. She’s an excellent
role model for young
women entering the profes-
sion and for her daughter,
Olivia.”
Caniff Davis chose a field

governed by men. Although
more women enter the fu-

neral industry now, it’s still
for the most part a male ca-
reer, but a woman’s perpetu-
al sympathy and under-
standing helps, she said.
“I believe women provide

a unique insight in helping
families provide services for

female family members,”
she said, adding women
must possess true resolve
for the role. “This isn’t a
nine-to-five job. If  you’re not
prepared for this, I suggest
another profession.
“However, if  you’re will-

ing to put forth the effort,
time, caring and dedication
necessary to serve the needs
of  families, you will be suc-
cessful. Dedication is very
important.”
Her mother is full of pride,

humbled by the woman she
raised. Marcia Caniff  Davis
will become president of the
Funeral Directors Associa-
tion of  Kentucky next year
— only the second woman to
hold the office. Her father
served as president in 1978.
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Undertaking a family
business for 50 years
Bringing a woman’s touch to a difficult career
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Marcia Caniff Davis with her two-year old daughter, Olivia,
at Caniff Funeral Home in Westwood.

“Every day is rewarding,
knowing we helped a family
through a very difficult time.
We try to make the family’s

journey less burdensome and
stressful by helping them as

much as possible.”
Marcia Caniff Davis


