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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

FLATWOODS Steve Blaine said he
had a simple reason for going into
the pawn business.
He didn’t really have another op-

tion.
“I was broke!” said the lanky 61-

year-old pawnbroker. “I didn’t
have anything else to do, so I had
to make something out of it. It was
either that or go bankrupt.”
The odds would have seemed to

have been against Blaine. He said
there had been several previous
attempts to open a pawn shop in
Flatwoods, none of them success-
ful.
That was 1985. Twenty-seven

years later, Blaine’s store, Steve’s
Jewelry on Lexington Avenue, is

still going strong as one of  only
three pawn shops in all of
Greenup County.
The store’s current location is

actually its fifth. The business out-
grew its previous locations, and is
on the verge of  doing the same at
its current one, but Blaine said he
had no intention of  relocating
again.
“I’m too old,” he said. “I

wouldn’t move it again if  you gave
me a new building.”
Blaine is hard-pressed to ex-

plain why he succeeded in the
pawn business while those before
him failed. He did say he felt his
“gift of  gab” had something to do
with it.
He also working as a clothing

salesman at establishments like
Star’s Fashion World, Parson’s De-

partment Store and Don’s Men’s
Shop provided him with a solid
background in customer service.
And, Blaine said he learned a

great deal about history historical
artifacts during his studies at
Morehead State University. That
knowledge has helped him spot a
number of  treasures that people
have brought it into his establish-
ment, he said.
According to Blaine, running a

pawn shop in Flatwoods isn’t all
that much different than running
one in Las Vegas, like the one fea-
tured in the TV program “Pawn
Stars.” However, he acknowledged
the Harrisons, who run the “Pawn
Stars” shop, “see a lot of  things
you don’t see much here.”
Blaine said he’s a fan of  the

show and recalled watching one

episode where a customer
brought in what he represented
as a genuine Spanish conquista-
dor’s helmet. He said was able to
determine immediately that the
item was a phony, albeit a well-
done one. An expert brought in to
examine the helmet subsequently
confirmed his suspicion, he said.
Blaine said the sluggish econo-

my of  the past several years
hasn’t had a great deal of  impact
on his business, from either the
loan or the sales standpoint. Con-
ventional wisdom would seem to
dictate more people would be bar-
gain-hunting in a down economy,
but Blaine said he believes there’s
a stigma attached to shopping in
a pawn shop that keeps some
folks away.
That was something Blaine

said he tried to keep in mind when
he opened his store.
“I wanted a pawn shop that did-

n’t look like a pawn shop,” he
said. That meant carpet instead
of  oiled hardwood floors, and a
generally brighter and more open
look than what was associated
with pawn shops at the time, he
said.
Steve’s Jewelry employs two

full-time and two part-time work-
ers in addition to Blaine.
Blaine said he spends most of

his time in the shop are rarely
takes vacations because “this is
relaxation to me. It’s not work. It’s
therapy.” However, during the
times he’s not behind the counter,
he said he enjoys painting, draw-
ing and attending performances
at the Paramount Arts Center.

Pawn star: Blaine succeeds 
where others before him failed

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Independent

CATLETTSBURGOn a sunny after-
noon, Mary Clark sat by a win-
dow at the Boyd County Senior
Center on Louisa Street in
Catlettsburg chatting with her
friends Shirley Moore and Loret-
ta Wheeler.
Clark, 89, of  Ashland, has been

a regular at the senior center for
eight years, she said.
Clark’s husband died 14 years

ago, and when her son began
working at the center, he suggest-
ed that she start coming to events
instead of spending so much time
alone.
Now, she comes almost every

day and is often at the center from
soon after it opens at 8: a.m. until
it closes at 2:30 p.m., she said
“It helps your nerves, helps your

mind,” Clark said. “It’s just good
all the way around.”
She said she enjoys bingo, shoot-

ing pool and the exercise classes
provided by the center.
Clark is also a regular at the

concerts the center hosts every
Friday. She refuses to miss one.
“I have to be bad off  sick or

dead,” she said.
Moore, 75, of Ashland, said reg-

ulars at the senior center form
friendships, and they worry if
someone doesn’t show up.
“I just like the people,” she said.
She also appreciates that the

center serves lunch every day,
Moore said.
Center Director Rebecca Gilliam

said the center averages between
30 and 35 patrons a day who are 60
or older. The center has regularly
scheduled activities — Bible study
and exercise classes are on Tues-
days, bingo is on Wednesday and
musical performances are on Fri-
day — and fills in the schedule
with other activities when possi-
ble.
Wellness in both body and mind

is a major focus at the center, she
said. Exercise classes are becom-
ing more popular and there’s inter-
est in starting a walking group
when the weather gets better.
“We want to keep them moving,

mobile, as much as possible,” she
said.
The chance to interact with

their peers is also an important
part of emotional wellness for pa-
trons of the center, many of whom
live alone, Gilliam said.
“I think it’s the fellowship,” she

said. “They make friends and they
come from all different back-
grounds.”
Serving a hot lunch every day is

also an important part of the cen-
ter’s mission, Gilliam said. The
meal is planned by a dietician for
seniors and provides them with
the nutrition they need even if  its
not always what they want to eat.
“A lot of  them, that’s their hot

meal for the day,” she said.

Gilliam is new to the director’s
position. She started in early 2012
and said she’s looking forward to
bringing new programs to the cen-
ter. That will be difficult, though,
with the center’s current funding
situation.
The budget is limited, and

Gilliam said the center is making
careful use of  its vans with gas
prices as high as they are current-
ly. Still, the van picks up patrons
within an about 9-mile radius of
the center, bringing in regulars
from a far away as Summit for ac-
tivities.
The center is expecting budget

cuts in the coming year, she said. It
is funded through the FIVCO Area
Development District.

Wellness in body, mind
Senior Center wants ‘to keep them moving, mobile, as much as possible’
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