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ASHLAND Students at Rus-
sell Middle School will have
their artwork displayed at
The 1414 Gallery at TSHD
Architects during April and
May, with an opening recep-
tion from 5 to 8 p.m. April 6
during Ashland’s First Fri-
day art walk for April.
Students in Tim Decker’s

sixth- through eighth-grade
art classes created paint-
ings, drawings and pottery,
including unique ceramic
bowls, part of  the school’s
Bowls for Hunger project. 
The bowls, some hand

built and some thrown on
the wheel, will be for sale,
with proceeds going to feed
the needy through the
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors program at Ashland
Community Kitchen.
“Students have become

more conscious of  what
they are making and why
they are making it,” Decker
said. “They have spent a lot
of time on this project.”
The idea for getting art

students involved in Bowls
for Hunger came from Kim
Shope, Greenup County
Community Education di-
rector.
Shope wrote the grant

schools could apply for to
get the ceramic materials to
produce the bowls. She said
she was inspired to create
the program by Tammy
Steele and the Hunger and
Homeless Task Force. 
Shope said she was con-

cerned so many students
are unaware of the need for
help in feeding people.
In addition to the Bowls

for Hunger project and the
other wide variety of  art-
work on display, there will
be live music performed by
Isaac Stephens, a Russell
eighth-grader; light refresh-
ments will be served.   
The 1414 Gallery at TSHD

architects is at 1414 Win-
chester Ave.

LEE WARD can be reached at
lward@dailyindependent.com or
(606) 326-2661.

100 years after the Titanic
The Highlands Museum and Discovery
Center honors the time and events of
1920 with the exhibit “Remembering
the Titanic, 100 years later” on the mez-
zanine level. Items are, from left: A
dress and hat commonly worn in the

early 1900s;  a steamer trunk often used
at the time; and the front page of a
newspaper reporting the demise of the
Titanic. The museum, at 1620 Winches-
ter Ave. in Ashland, can be reached at
(606) 329-8888.
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with art
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Kim Shope, Greenup County
Community Education direc-
tor, poses with some of the
ceramic work students at
Russell Middle School creat-
ed for the Bowls for Hunger
program.

Contemplating fame
Barry Manilow will play the old favorites

at April 19 concert in Huntington
By LEE WARD
The Independent

ASHLAND Barry
Manilow’s April 19 concert
in Huntington will be his
first visit to the city.
“I’ve been on the road for

so many years, to find a
place I’ve never played be-
fore is a rarity. I’m looking
forward to it,” he said, not-
ing he expects to enjoy the
crowd.
“I know I’ll have a great

audience. That area has al-
ways been great to me,” he
said.
Even though Manilow’s

show corresponds with the
release of  the new album,
“15 Minutes,” he plans to
play some of  the tunes he’s
best known for, such as
“Mandy,” “Could It Be
Magic?” and “Looks Like
We Made It.” He said the
songs he’s been playing for
years don’t really get old to
him.
“They’re so much more

than pop songs to me,” the
68-year-old singer-song-
writer-producer said.
“They’re filled with memo-
ries and people and places
and who I was with, and as
I get older, they have so
much more weight and
memories to them.”
On occasion, he said, a

song might become a bit
stale after being performed
in concert after concert,
but Manilow said he takes
it out of  rotation and puts
it back after a while.
“I’m lucky enough to

have so many songs that
people know that I can take
out one or two for a while,”
he said. 
The Huntington show al-

so will be the most intimate
of  concerts, he said, noting
he no longer uses a 75-piece
orchestra.
“I decided I couldn’t get

any bigger so I decided to
go the other way and go
smaller,” he said. “This is
as close to a one-man show
as I’ve ever done.” Even
though he has a smaller
band, Manilow said it’s a
gorgeous show that in-
cludes beautiful videos.
The smaller-scale show al-
so allows him more free-
dom to change the lineup
of the show on a whim.
“What I wound up doing

on those (most recent)
shows was just calling out
songs that I wanted to
sing,” he said. “I haven’t
done that in years.”
His new album is a con-

cept album that deals with
an issue on the forefront of

many minds: fame.
After appearing on three

seasons of  “American
Idol,” Manilow said he be-
came concerned about the
road ahead of  the young
people who came into fame
and success suddenly.
“I saw for myself  very

young people become
household names
overnight and we would
watch them become stars
overnight and we would
just count down the
months until they do some-
thing silly and wound up
on TMZ,” he said. “It made

me stop and think about
how people handle fame
and success in general, not
just in the world of  show
business but even the guy
on the corner with the little
store that becomes success-
ful and he becomes presi-
dent of  some great big cor-
poration. How does he han-
dle becoming successful?
What does he do to people?
Is he kind to his staff  or
does he treat people bad-
ly?”
He said he recalled being

overwhelmed when he was
29 with the success of  his

song, “Mandy” and won-
dered how difficult it must
be for very young people to
come to fame on reality tel-
evision shows. Ultimately,
he began writing the al-
bum after seeing Britney
Spears inundated by media
while she was trying to exit
a car.
The first original album

he’s made since “Here at
the Mayflower,” “15 Min-
utes,” which he wrote with
his collaborator, Nick An-
derson, tells the story of  a
person who seeks fame,
achieves it, loses it again

and seeks it again.
He said he’d read of

young people who simply
wanted to be famous with-
out specifying what they
wanted to be famous for.
“Somebody needs to sit

them down and tell them,
‘That’s not a good ambi-
tion,’” he said.
He recommends those

who listen to the album “15
Minutes” listen from begin-
ning to end to get the full
impact of  the story that’s
being told.
Manilow has had success

as a pop singer and song-
writer, but also as the
writer of  jingles, including
familiar trademark tunes
for Kentucky Fried Chick-
en, State Farm, Dr. Pepper
and Band-Aid.
In the 1970s, he accompa-

nied Bette Midler, among
other artists, on piano dur-
ing live performances. He
went on to assist her with
the production of  two of
her albums. In 1974, his
first album was released;
his second album con-
tained his break-through
No. 1 hit, “Mandy,” which
marked the beginning of
multiple hits and platinum
albums for Manilow, as
well as sold-out concert
halls in the United States
and the United Kingdom. 
In the last 30-plus years,

his career has included tel-
evision specials, guest ap-
pearances, a movie role,
awards, books and live per-
formances. He has sold
more than 80 million
records worldwide and is
known to be a supporter of
music education, having
endowed the music depart-
ments of  six major univer-
sities in the United States
and Canada.

LEE WARD can be reached at
lward@dailyindependent.com or
(606) 326-2661.
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Barry Manilow will perform at 7:30 p.m. April 19 at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena. To
place ticket orders or charge by phone, go to Ticketmaster.com or call (800) 745-3000.

“I’ve been on the
road for so many
years, to find a
place I’ve never
played before is a
rarity. ....

“I know I’ll have
a great audience.
That area has al-
ways been great to

me.” 
— Barry Manilow


