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Agreement reached on budget proposal
FRANKFORT (AP) More than

30,000 government workers will go
without pay raises and some
200,000 retirees won’t get cost-of-
living increases in their monthly
pension checks under a bare-bones
budget proposal legislative leaders
have agreed to present to their col-
leagues for floor votes today.
Negotiators reached an accord

early Thursday on the budget pro-
posal that also calls for sharp cuts
to most government agencies and
programs.
“This is a budget that reflects

the toughest economy we’ve faced
since the Great Depression,” said
House Floor Leader Rocky Adkins,
D-Sandy Hook. “All of us wish we
could do more, but the revenues
just are not there to do what we
would like to do.”
Three days of intense talks end-

ed around 3 a.m. Thursday when
legislative leaders exited a confer-
ence room with a tentative deal on

the two-year, $19 billion spending
plan that still needs approval from
the full House and Senate.
The House and Senate will con-

sider the measure late today, the last
day lawmakers can vote on bills.
Meanwhile, negotiators were set

to tackle the state’s road budget
Thursday, a $3.5 billion construction
plan that will likely involve another
round of marathon negotiations.

Lawmakers also are pushing to
pass Gov. Steve Beshear’s tax
amnesty plan he believes could
collect a badly needed $55 million
over the next two years. It would be
the state’s first offer of  tax
amnesty in a decade, and would
forgive some penalties if  people
come forward and pay their taxes.
With time running out in this

year’s legislative session, Beshear
had urged lawmakers Wednesday
to work out differences on the
stalled budget process so he would-
n’t have to call them back to
Frankfort to finish their work after
the legislation session ends.

No pay raises, or cost-of-living increases in proposal 
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Rep. Jill York, R-Grayson, speaks with Rep. Rocky Adkins, D-Sandy Hook,
before the start of Wednesday's session of the Kentucky House of Rep-
resentatives.

Goodbye,
Malibu
Barbie
“

An automobile,” my fa-
ther is fond of saying, “is
a tool. Like any tool, if  it
becomes unreliable for

the job you need to do, it is time
to replace it with one that will.” 
Well, Dad, I hear you. And

I’m not rolling my eyes this
time. 
Malibu Barbie, the name I’ve

given my little white Chevy, is
about to find herself in the re-
cycling bin.
She’s been a good car, getting

me safely to work assignments,
the grocery store and home for
the last seven years. But lately,

when I start
her up, I’m
just not
sure if  we’ll
make it
where we’re
going —
and home
again.
It started

with the lit-
tle things.
The win-
dow washer
never seem-
ing to actu-

ally wash the window, and the
blades never quite wiped the
rain no matter how many times
they were replaced. Then the
glove box collapsed onto the
passenger-side floor, followed
by the rebellion of the automat-
ic windows.
And on the coldest day of

winter, the heat suddenly
stopped working only to begin
again as soon as a replacement
part was purchased but never
installed. Then there is the
clacking after she’s awakened,
which my husband has been
warning me for years is a symp-
tom of a more serious ailment.
Most recently, she’s started to

whine louder and louder for
some unknown reason at un-
predictable times, leaving me
relieved I can roll down the hill
to work in the morning.
I’ve been in denial my well-

worn vehicle needs replacing.
But my husband, ever so pa-
tiently, hasn’t allowed me to
continue in comfortable obliv-
ion. For several years, he’s in-
sisted I drive his “safer” vehicle
on long trips. And last summer,
he cleverly used a 12-hour car
ride to coax me into looking at
new cars on my smart phone to
pass the time on the road.  
“I’m going to drive her until

she quits,” I have insisted, re-
peatedly noting the car is the
first thing I purchased and paid
off as an adult. Mr. Unrue sold
me the car during my first year
of real-world employment
shortly after I moved to Ash-
land. The car is a symbol of my
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TOP: KCTCS president Michael McCall leads a briefing of staff and students on the ACTC president search process with a video link to the East
Park campus. BELOW: ACTC President Greg Adkins, right, walks KCTCS president Michael McCall and search consultant Jeff Hockaday, left, to
a briefing of staff and students on the president search process. 

ACTC begins president search
By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLAND The national search
for a new Ashland Community
and Technical College president
has started, and the college has a
tight timetable if  it expects to fill
the position by July 1.
Retiring President Gregory D.

Adkins will be vacating the office
by then and Kentucky’s top com-
munity college official said Thurs-
day he wants to have a replace-
ment without having to appoint
an interim chief.
“Our goal is by June 29 to have

named a selection for president,”
said Michael B. McCall, president
of the Kentucky Community and
Technical College System. McCall
came to Ashland to brief faculty,
staff  and students on the selec-
tion process.
Much of the selection process is

laid out under Kentucky law. A re-
view committee will whittle down
an initial pool of  applicants to
what McCall called “a manage-
able size.” Further in-depth vet-

ting narrows the pool still further,
down to three or more of  the
strongest candidates.

From that group ACTC’s board
of directors will recommend at
least three semifinalists.

Semifinalists will undergo a full
day each of  interviews, both in

Rose Hill charters Key Club
Staff report

ASHLAND Ashland,
with a Kiwanis-spon-
sored Key Club recog-
nized for years as the
oldest in America, now
has the newest.
Rose Hill Christian

School had a charter-
ing ceremony Thurs-
day morning. The new
club is co-sponsored by
the Ashland Breakfast
Kiwanis and Ashland
Kiwanis clubs. Mem-

bers of the clubs, led by
longtime Key Club liai-
son Lynn Hutchinson,
chartered the new
group during a school
chapel at Rose Hill
Baptist Church.
In 1925, Sacramento

High School in Califor-
nia formed the first
Key Club in the United
States, followed by
Ashland High School
on Feb. 19, 1928. Sacra-
mento’s club surren-
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Officers of the new Rose Hill Christian School Key
Club are, from left, Garrett Kee, treasurer; Tony
Stafford, editor; Andrew Wilhoit, secretary;
Amanda Sizemore, vice president; Jessi Carter,
president; and Mary Ann Dyer, faculty adviser.

Woman charged
with prostitution
By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND The following information
was taken from
Ashland Police
Department re-
ports:

Prostitution
‰Police arrest-

ed a Boyd County
woman on a pros-
titution charge
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