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J
im Host has been following
Kentucky basketball since
1954. Without even a hint
of hestitation, he calls this

team the best.
That’s a mouthful considering

the history.
“This is the best Kentucky

team I’ve ever seen,” he said.
“I’ve seen every
team, every game
since 1954. With-
out question, this
is the best team.
There may have

been better individuals, but I’ve
never seen a better team.”
Host is a man who knows his

basketball. His innovative mar-
keting is one reason why the Fi-
nal Four has become one of the
top sporting events in the coun-
try.
He will be attending his 37th

consecutive Final Four this week-
end — “I go whether Kentucky

Heart onwheels
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ABOVE: The new mobile heart and vascular diagnostic testing unit is unveiled at King’s Daughter’s Medical Center on Thursday. BELOW: Kathy
Cremeans, right, of the KDMC Heart and Vascular Center, gives Amy Robinette, center, and Lori Mansbach Moore a tour of the new mobile unit.

KDMC gets new mobile unit for cardiac testing
By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND King’s Daughters
Medical Center now has the “ulti-
mate house-call machine,”
thanks to the generosity of one of
Ashland’s most industrious and
philanthropic families. 
On Thursday, KDMC dedicated

its red mobile health unit, pur-
chased via a donation from the
Mansbach Foundation, and in
memory of  Samuel Mansbach
and Donald H. Putnam Jr. 
During their lifetimes, the men

were instrumental in the estab-
lishment of the modern hospital
and helped to further its mission
to serve the greater community
through a variety of  outreach
projects, according to KDMC
CEO Fred Jackson.
Jackson said that “long history

of support” has been continued

by Gerald (Mansbach) and the
Mansbach Foundation.
“We want to say, ‘Thank you,

thank you, thank you for all that

support,’” Jackson said. “With-
out that support, we couldn’t do
these projects.”
The new unit, one of  three in

KDMC’s mobile fleet, is the first
to include specialized cardiac
testing capabilities. The unit cost
nearly $700,000, including a
$440,000 custom-built coach con-
structed by Mobile Conversions
of Amelia, Ohio, which the Mans-
bach Foundation’s donation cov-
ered. Medical equipment on
board cost $250,000.
In addition to performing

stress tests on patients with sus-
pected cardiovascular disease, cli-
nicians can conduct EKGs and
echocardiograms, as well as look
for vascular abnormalities in ex-
tremities and the main carotid ar-
tery. 
It was KDMC cardiologist Dr.

Richard E. Paulus who coined the
term “regional house call” to de-
scribe outreach services the “ulti-
mate house-call machine” will

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND The newly dedicated
King’s Daughters Medical Cen-
ter red mobile health unit has a
special place in Mike Dobbins’
heart. 

His company, Mobile Conver-
sions of  Amelia, Ohio, built the
coach equipped with state-of-the-
art heart screening equipment. 
“This coach serves the area

where my family is,” Dobbins
said. “So it’s more than just
building a coach for an area. I

feel like it’s building a facility for
my family. There is a lot of  heart
and soul from me that went into
this to make sure that it is the
very best that we can do. In my
opinion, it is the best. It is the
best anywhere, from anybody.”
Dobbins spoke after a Thurs-

day ceremony in Ashland honor-
ing the Mansbach Foundation,
which donated funds to build the
mobile unit.
A graduate of  Lucasville High

School in Scioto County, Dobbins

Builder puts ‘heart and soul’ into heartmobile
See MOBILE / Page A12

Host has
footprints
with Cats,
Cardinals

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND Half  a billion dollars
and then some.
It’s a nearly unfathomable sum

of money. And, anyone who came
into such a huge amount would
be worth as much, if  not more,
than many of  today’s A-list

celebrities, including Madonna
and Justin Bieber.
Of course, the odds of winnng

the record $540 million Mega Mil-
lions jackpot are infinitesimal —
roughly one in 175 million, to be
more precise. 
But, that hasn’t stopped area

residents from flocking to lottery
retailers to purchase tickets for

their shot at riches beyond their
wildest dreams.
Merchants say the record jack-

pot has led to a massive jump in
lottery ticket sales.
“We’ve seen a pretty good

jump,” said Dadym Vadym, an
employee of Ken’s Express Mart
on 29th Street. “We’ve gone from
selling about 100 Mega Millions

ticket  day to 300 or 400 a day.”
The increased ticket sales have

led an increase in business over-
all, Vadym said, because people
who come into the store to pur-
chase lottery tickets generally
buy other items while they’re
there.

Local residents look for shot at $540M

See HEART / Page A12

Chances of winning Mega Millions jackpot are 1 in 175 million

See JACKPOT / Page A12
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$30,000
reached
The Eastern Kentucky Tornado

Relief  Fund has surpassed the
$30,000 mark with two days re-
maining to donate.
The Independent and the North-

east Kentucky Chapter of  the
American Red Cross joined forces
to help victims from  March 2 tor-
nadoes that swept through Mor-
gan, Lawrence, Johnson and Mar-
tin counties.
The deadline for donating is Sat-

urday.

Those who gave
Anonymous ................................$50
Anonymous ................................$50
Anonymous ................................$50
Anonymous ................................$50
Anonymous ................................$50
Anonymous ................................$60
Anonymous ................................$100
Theodore L. and Barbara Sherman.....$10
Flatwoods Homemakers Club....$20
Nadine Kelly................................$100
Eastern Ky. Education 
Association-Retired ....................$100
Danny R. and Mary Conley ........$100
New Look Painting-Bob Bagby ....$200
Region 5 FBLA-Paul G. Blazer High...$1,100
TOTAL ..............................$2,040
TOTAL TO DATE..................$31,234

Jim Host played a big part in the Fi-
nal Four becoming one of the top
sporting events in the country.

How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A7

HOPE FOR MAIN STREET OUR BIGGEST
SPECIAL SECTION OF
THE YEAR! TODAY!


