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A Day to Relive  By Kelsey Dillow

I have been blessed to have 
many positive and exciting days 
in my life.  There are many fun, 
memorable events that I would 
like to relive.  But I believe that 
as I have grown, I now have a 
better understanding of the world 
and society.  If I could relive any 
day of my life, I would go back 
to the day of my surprise birthday 
party.  My parents had led me to 
believe in the weeks preceding 
my birthday, that they would be 
out of town that week.  We had a 
small get-together with my close 
family before they left.  It was 
nice, but still small, and I had 

hoped for more for my big sweet 
sixteen.  We spent the weekend at 
my grandparents’ house while my 
parents took off on a vacation to 
the tropics.  To say I was disap-
pointed is putting it lightly.  The 
day my parents were supposed to 
return, we had plans to meet them 
at a fancy restaurant for dinner.  
My sister and I both dressed up 
and we started on our way.  Then 
my grandmother told us we need-
ed to stop by our house to pick up 
something for my mom.  As we 
pulled into our driveway, I saw a 
huge white tent with my parents 
and boyfriend standing in front of 

it.  When I stepped out of 
the car, I immediately be-
gan to cry as I saw all my 
friends and distant relatives 
from all over had come to 
celebrate my birthday with 
me.  I cried as I looked around 
and saw the catered food, the pro-
fessional DJ, and the decorated 
tables.  My parents had surprised 
me and it completely caught me 
off-guard.  Their surprise party is 
one of the most heartfelt things I 
have ever experienced.
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If I could return to and relive a 
single day from my past, I would 
choose December 25, 2004.  My 
choice may seem odd to some 
who would wish to go back and 
correct mistakes from their past, 
but I have learned from all my 
experiences, mistakes, and even 
hard times.  Thus, a better choice 
would be to relive one of the 
greatest times of my life, espe-
cially as a child.

On Christmas Day, 2004, I 
was ten years old.  I cannot even 
remember now what gifts were 
given to me that year, but the 
gifts are not what I would want 
to re-experience.  Christmas 

Day is perhaps the most excit-
ing day of a child’s life.  As a 
ten-year-old, no more fun can be 
had than staying up until mid-
night and waking up early with 
siblings to celebrate Christmas 
and to see what “Santa Claus” 
brought during the night.  Now, 
as a teenager, a million concerns 
seem to dull the excitement 
of holidays.  I cannot help but 
think of schoolwork, deadlines, 
athletic pursuits, expenses, and 
other concerns with which life 
is fi lled.  As a ten-year-old on 
Christmas, nothing would have 
been farther from my mind.  I 
would love to relive the hap-

piness and unquenchable 
excitement I felt as a child 
celebrating Christmas.  To 
be removed from the rigors of 
daily life in high school and 
fl ash back to life as a child 
would be a welcome experi-
ence, especially if I could relive 
an exciting, happy day.  Sure, I 
have regrets about my past, but 
I would prefer to fl ash back to 
a happy time rather than try to 
change a part of my past.

Relive, Not Regret  By Zach Jones
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