
Staff report

WEST LIBERTY School re-
source centers in northeast-
ern Kentucky were set to
host a shoe distribution for
storm victims today at Mor-
gan Central Elementary
School.
The distribution was for

storm victims and their
families referred by family
resource and youth service
centers in Lawrence, John-
son, Morgan, Menifee and
Martin counties.
Family Resource & Youth

Services Centers in the Re-
gion 7 area were hit hard by
tornadoes on March 2. An
elementary school and the
family resource center were
destroyed in Morgan Coun-
ty, and students and fami-
lies served by centers in all
the counties were impacted.
Because the mission of  the
centers is to be a resource
for helping stabilize fami-
lies, staff  did everything
from helping with setting
up temporary shelters for
displaced families to coordi-
nating donations from cen-

ters and community re-
sources across the state
with those hardest hit by
the storms.
“Our centers worked with

the front lines of disaster re-
lief to link community serv-
ices, statewide agencies and
charitable organizations
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LEGAL NOTICE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Boyd County Fiscal Court is accepting bids on the following:
Crawler Excavator w/Minimum operating weight (36,000-39,000
lb), Motor, Tier 3 - Tier 4 Emissions, 110-120 HP, 16’-18’ Boom,
8’6”-10’2” Arm, Track Pad 28”-36”, Heater/Air Conditioner,
Radio w/CD Player, Hydraulic Compatible to the Machine,
Hydraulic Thumb, 42” GP Bucket, 3 yrs./5,000 hrs. Warranty
Bids must be received in the Judge/Executive's Office no later than
May 1, 2012 by 10:00 am. For further information please call
739.4134 or 232.0720. The Court reserves the right to refuse or
accept any or all bids.
William C. Stevens
Boyd County Judge Executive

Published: April 25 & 29, 2012 

Murphy seeks info on drug epidemic
By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

GREENUP The county that leads
the nation in prescription drug
overdose deaths on a per-capita ba-
sis needs to lead in finding solu-
tions, said Tyler Murphy, who is
running for 98th District state rep-
resentative in the May primary

election against incumbent Tanya
Pullin.
Murphy turned to the Greenup

County community Tuesday for
some potential solutions in a panel
discussion on prescription drug
abuse.
Panelists, including police, a

physician, a physician assistant
and a nurse, told Murphy commu-

nity awareness of  the epidemic
and more opportunities for young
people are keys in fighting the
abuse of prescription pain medica-
tion.
They also talked about in-

creased inter-state cooperation,
both in law enforcement and in the
health care sector, and more em-
phasis on monitoring prescrip-

tions, both when they are issued
and when they are filled.
One key issue that makes

Greenup County a hotbed of abuse
is its location in a tri-state region,
panelists agreed. Drug sellers
avoid police by staging their trans-
actions across jurisdictional
boundaries, and addicts hide their
multiple prescriptions by traveling

to physicians in multiple states. 
A regional drug task force simi-

lar to the multi-county FIVCO
Area Drug Enforcement task force
would help, said Brian Tackett, a
Bellefonte police officer.
Police would be able to arrest

more dealers, and higher level
ones, he said, if  they were able to
work across state lines.
Electronic prescription report-

ing, which goes into effect May 1 in
Kentucky, will help track the

Hate to love:
He changed
my life ...
O

ne of the most influential people in my
life died Saturday at the age of  80. He
was a man who I initially detested but
grew to admire and, yes, even love. He

changed my life even though I only met him
one time, and that was for only briefly. I’m talk-
ing about Chuck Colson.
I first came to know of

Chuck Colson as a young re-
porter in Bowling Green and
later as Sunday editor in
Clarksville, Tenn. The  Water-
gate scandal was in full swing
during those days, and Colson
emerged as one of the worst of
President Richard Nixon’s
aides, someone who possessed
no moral compass to help
guide him through life. Since I
had been raised by a mother
who was a “yellow-dog Democ-
rat,” I was much more liberal
in those days than I am today
and intensely disliked President Nixon, even
though I agreed with many of his policies like de-
tente. I had even a lower opinion of Nixon’s aides,
including Colson.
To make a long story short, Colson was convict-

ed of his Watergate crimes and spent time behind
bars. It was during this time that he had a head-on
collision with the Holy Spirit and emerged from
prison a new man.
I admit that I was among those who first dismissed
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Benefits of earning
GED topic of meeting

ASHLANDJohn left high
school to support his
family. Jenny had a baby
during her sophomore
year. Sam didn’t like
school.  
Three different  stories

each with the same out-
come. No high school
diploma. Life without a
diploma usually means
as much as a 30 percent
decrease in earning po-
tential, fewer job oppor-
tunities, and limits on up-
per management posi-
tions/promotions.
That’s where a GED

can become an impor-
tant career asset.
“Earn More CA$H

with a GED” will be pre-
sented Thursday as part
of  CAReS’ Life Skills se-
ries, called “Face-2-Face.”
The session is hosted by
Joan Flanery, director of
the Boyd County Adult
Learning Center;
The GED test normal-

ly costs $55, according to
Flanery. From now
through June 30, the
state will not charge to
take the test. Starting in

August, the test will
change to a computer-ad-
ministered program and
include questions on cal-
culus and trigonometry.
CAReS “Life Skills” is

a fast-paced informa-
tion/problem-solving pro-
gram lasting about 20
minutes. Upcoming ses-
sions include informa-
tion on the government-
mandated 2013 auto-de-
posit of all social security
benefits.  “Bank On” will
feature host April Perry,
chairman of  the Board
and CEO of  Kentucky
Farmer’s Bank. A date
will be announced.
CAReS is located at

2516 Carter Ave.  Regis-
tration starts at 10:15
a.m. The 10:30 a.m. pro-
gram is free and open to
the public. Seating is lim-
ited to the first 30 people
to sign-in. A $20 Kroger
food card will be drawn
as a door prize.
For additional infor-

mation, contact Vicki
Aleshire, VISTA me-
dia/marketing coordina-
tor, at 324-6729.

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

RACELAND A number of  Greenup
County residents got some end-of-the-
month food assistance Tuesday.
The Huntington Area Food Bank set

up its mobile food pantry at Grace
United Methodist Church in Raceland.
About 8,000 pounds of food items were
distributed, said Scott Frasure, the

food bank’s director of development.
About 100 families were assisted.

According to Frasure, it was the food
bank’s goal to see that every one re-
ceived one full bag of groceries.
In households that depend on gov-

ernment assistance, such as food
stamps, cupboards tend to get bare to-
ward the end of  the month, Frasure
said. Therefore, one of  the objectives
of the mobile food pantry program is
to provide needy families with items
they can use to ensure they have
enough to eat until the first of  the
month, he said.
“We don’t want people to have to de-

pend on us,” Frasure said. “But, if they
need us, we’re here to help.”
Greenup County was targeted for as-

sistance by the food bank because
studies show the county is under-
served in terms of food assistance, Fra-
sure said. The county has food
pantries in Flatwoods, Greenup and
South Shore, but, because of  its large
rural population, those programs
aren’t readily accessible by a large
number of residents, he said.
April was the second month in a row

in which the food bank distributed
items at the Raceland church. At the
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Huntington Area Food Bank volunteer Lena Justice, second from left, assists a patron with food items.

Mobile food pantry
delivers 8,000 pounds

Shoes for storm victims
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