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THAT FIRST STEP IS A DOOZY

Sarah Shepler of Tipp City, Ohio, made her way down the side of the Lexington Financial Center on Thursday during 
Brave the Blue, a Boy Scout fund-raiser challenging people to rappel 31 floors after raising pledges starting at $1,000.

MARK CORNELISON | mcornelison@herald-leader.com

See a photo gallery and buy 
photo reprints online.

Stormwater problems, flooding 
sewers, already clogged streets 
and the need to save trees were 
among the concerns raised by 
Southland Drive area residents as 
they grilled health officials for de-
tails about the construction of an 
$11.7 million public health clinic. 

The most common concern 
among the crowd of 70 at Rose-
mont Baptist Church on Thurs-
day was reflected in the query of 
the last speaker of the evening. 
George Eades, who has lived on 
Rosemill Drive for 50 years, want-
ed to know if the clinic wouldn’t 
help more people if it were locat-
ed in the Woodhill area.

“I am unconvinced,” of the 
need for a clinic on Southland, 
Eades said, as he left the meeting. 
“If they want to help people they 
need to go where the people are.”

Other speakers suggested 
the clinic, which has a mission 
to help poor people, might be 
better on Harrodsburg or Win-
chester roads. Tom Burich, a 
HealthFirst board member, said 
locations all over Lexington were 

explored but Southland was de-
termined to be the most appro-
priate for the clinic. HealthFirst 
is on Southland to stay, he said, 
and will be adding two neigh-
borhood representatives to the 
permanent HealthFirst board so 
residents will continue to have a 
voice even after construction is 
complete.

Thursday’s meeting took a 

SOUTHLAND RESIDENTS RAISE TRAFFIC, SEWER ISSUES

HealthFirst officials address concerns about clinic
By Mary Meehan

mmeehan1@herald-leader.com

See CLINIC, A2
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FRANKFORT — After a 
nasty redistricting fight during 
the 2012 legislative session, 
House Republicans  pledged to 
take control of the state’s lower 
chamber this year for the first 
time in 91 years.

With an unpopular Demo-
cratic president at the top of the 
ticket and a shot at four open 
seats vacated by retiring Demo-
crats, GOP leaders  say they have 
a strategic advantage on Nov. 6.

“What we are seeing is more 
and more districts that are not 
wedded to a Democratic incum-
bent,” said Steve Robertson, 
chairman of the Republican Par-
ty of Kentucky. “People’s minds 
are open because they are very 
frustrated with President Barack 
Obama and his failed policies.” 

Republicans hold 41 seats in 
the House, compared to 58 for 
the Democrats. There is one open 
seat vacated by Democrat Fred 
Nesler, who retired  this year.

STRATEGY REQUIRES PARTY TO GAIN 10 SEATS 

 GOP hopes to take control of House for first time since 1921
By Beth Musgrave

bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

Jefferson: 28, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 37, 38, 40, 41, 
42, 43, 44, 46, 48 

Boone: 
60, 65

Kenton: 
63, 64, 
65, 69

Campbell: 
67, 68, 69

See HOUSE, A2

Williams nominated: Senate president says he’ll ac-
cept judgeship if appointed by Beshear. Page A3
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‘All-Access Kentucky’ has 
a mini-drama spinoff

During SEC Media Day, Florida coach questions propriety of such a show
MARK STORY: Jon Hood, healthy and ‘ready to go,’ now looking for some regular playing time
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HalloWeekender: Be Obama or 
Romney with our cutout masks.

PLUS: Calendar of Halloween events, horror on TV

An acquittal in the first federal trial for 
people charged with attacking someone be-
cause of the victim’s sexual orientation will 
not deter future prosecutions, federal au-
thorities said Thursday.

Late Wednesday, jurors in federal court 
in London found Jason Jenkins, 37, and his 
first cousin, Anthony Jenkins, 20, not guilty 
on a charge that they beat Kevin Penning-

ton in April 2011 because he 
is gay.

The government’s argu-
ment for a hate-crime con-
viction appeared to go awry 
as jurors heard inconsistent 
stories from witnesses about 
the motivation for the crime, 
as well as testimony that Ja-
son Jenkins had wanted to 
have sex with Pennington 
and that two women who 
aided the attack — Ashley 

and Alexis Jenkins — acknowledged bisex-
ual affairs.

The jury convicted the cousins on charg-
es of conspiring to kidnap Pennington and 
of carrying out the kidnapping. They could 
face up to life in prison when they are sen-
tenced in February.

Still, the acquittal on the hate-crime 
charge was a high-profile loss for the gov-
ernment. The trial was the first in the na-
tion for people charged under the section of 
the federal hate-crimes law that covers at-
tacks motivated by the victim’s real or per-
ceived sexual orientation.

Thomas E. Perez, head of the Civil 
Rights Division in the U.S. Department of 

Feds vow 
to keep up 

anti-gay 
vigilance

FOCUS STAYS ON HATE CRIMES 
DESPITE HIGH-PROFILE LOSS 

By Bill Estep
bestep@herald-leader.com

See VERDICT, A2

“I don’t 
think this is 
a setback 

at all.”
Jordan Palmer, 

Kentucky 
Equality 

Federation 
president

Saint Joseph East
859.967.5737

Saint Joseph Hospital
859.313.1699

Saint Joseph Jessamine
859.887.6756

Saint Joseph Launches STAR Cancer Rehab Program
First in Kentucky
To help improve the lives of survivors who suffer from the side effects of cancer treatments, Saint
Joseph Outpatient Rehabilitation offers the STAR Program® (Survivorship, Training and Rehabilitation),
cancer rehabilitation. A plan is developed for each patient that focuses on individualized goals such
as increasing strength and energy, relieving pain, reducing problems with memory and concentration
and improving functioning and quality of life. The services in the STAR Program are usually covered
by health insurance. Find out more by calling the location most convenient to you.
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