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and the departure of Presi-
dent Bashar Assad.

“We have taken these po-
sitions because we believe 
that freedom and self-deter-
mination are not unique to 
one culture,” he told the hall. 
“These are not simply Ameri-
can values or Western values; 
they are universal values.”

Several blocks from the 
gathering of world leaders, 
Romney appeared at a meet-
ing of the Clinton Global 
Initiative to paint Obama 
as feckless in foreign policy, 
leaving the appearance that 
the U.S. is behind the curve 
of events. “We feel that we 
are at the mercy of events, 
rather than shaping events,” 
he said.

Obama spoke to the same 
group after delivering his ad-
dress to the U.N. General As-
sembly.

The presidential nominees 
never crossed paths, and par-
tisanship was largely out of 
view during the back-to-back 
appearances before thousands 
of the Clinton group’s mem-
bers.

Romney mostly muted his 
sharp criticism of Obama’s 
foreign policies, specifically 
of the president’s response 
to the violent anti-American 
protests sweeping the Middle 
East this month.

He got in one jab, saying, 
“I will never apologize for 
America.” Romney has fre-
quently claimed that Obama 
has offered apologies to for-
eign governments.

After Clinton delivered a 
warm introduction of the Re-
publican, Romney announced 
his proposal for a “Prosperity 
Pact,” which he said would 
link trade policy with devel-
opment policy to promote 
investment and entrepreneur-
ship in developing nations.

“Nothing we can do as a 
nation will change lives and 
nations more effectively and 
permanently than sharing 
the insight that lies at the 
foundation of America’s own 
economy, and that is that free 
people pursuing happiness in 
their own ways build a strong 
and prosperous nation,” Rom-
ney said in his 17-minute 
speech.

Romney’s foreign aid plan, 
which he called “a new ap-
proach for a new era,” echoes 
the domestic policy themes of 
his presidential campaign. Un-
der his plan, the government’s 
foreign aid would be more 
closely linked to trade policies 

as well as private investment 
and corporate partnerships. 
He said this could “empower 
individuals, encourage inno-
vators and reward entrepre-
neurs.”

For example, Romney 
would support new financ-
ing structures for small- and 
medium-size enterprises that 
are too large to benefit from 
microfinance programs but 
too small to acquire capital 
from banks.

He stopped short of criti-
cizing U.S. foreign assistance 
programs or saying he would 
cut foreign aid budgets, as 
many Republican leaders have 
done. But Romney did con-

tend that foreign aid programs 
focus too much on delivering 
social services instead of seed-
ing longer-term reforms.

“A temporary aid pack-
age can give an economy a 
boost,” Romney said. “It can 
fund some projects. It can pay 
some bills. It can employ some 
people some of the time. But 
it can’t sustain an economy, 
not for the long term.”

Obama gave an impas-
sioned speech against human 
trafficking, noting that some 
girls sold off by poor fami-
lies are no older than his two 
daughters.

“I’ve made it clear that the 

United States will be a lead-
er in this global movement 
against trafficking,” Obama 
said, adding that his adminis-
tration is helping other coun-
tries meet international goals 
designed to reduce trafficking 
and to call out those working 
hard enough on the issue.

“We cannot ask other na-
tions to do what we are not 
doing ourselves,” he said, add-
ing that the United States will 
take a number of steps to “go 
after traffickers.” Obama said 
he signed an executive order 
to better ensure that U.S. tax 
dollars never go to companies 
or groups that conduct human 
trafficking. 

The gathering was non-par-
tisan, but Romney did make 
one reference to the state of 
the presidential campaign.

After Clinton walked off-
stage, Romney suggested that 
the former president was re-
sponsible for Obama’s polling 
lead.

“If there’s one thing we’ve 
learned in this election sea-
son, by the way, it’s that a 
few words from Bill Clinton 
can do a man a lot of good,” 
Romney said, drawing laugh-
ter from the audience with his 
reference to the Democratic 
National Convention. “All I’ve 
got to do now is wait a couple 
of days for that bounce.”

President Barack Obama addressed the 67th session of the General Assembly at United Nations headquarters on Tuesday before heading across town to speak at the Clinton Global Initiative.
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Chelsea Clinton greeted designer Donna Karan, center, and entertainer Barbra 
Streisand, right, at the meeting. Though the event was non-partisan, Romney did 
allude to Clinton’s appearance at the Democratic National Convention.
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Former President Bill Clinton introduced former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney 
at the Clinton Global Initiative meeting. 
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out by the league in a labor 
standoff — reached a boiling 
point when the refs appeared 
to blow the biggest call of the 
game, awarding the Seahawks 
a touchdown on the final play, 
and thus a 14-12 win, when 
everyone else in the country 
seemed to know immediately 
it was an interception for the 
Packers.

“ Terr ib le ,”  Pres ident 
Obama said, in response to a 
question about the game. “I’ve 

been saying for months, we’ve 
gotta get our refs back.”

With the league already 
teetering on the edge of chaos 
over the state of the officiating 
the first three weeks of its reg-
ular season, Monday night’s 
fiasco carried the distinct feel-
ing of a tipping point. 

Not only had the 3½-month 
lockout of the referees by the 
NFL’s owners — primarily 
over the officials’ pensions — 
reached a critical juncture, 
where something had to be 
done for the good of the game 
and the safety of the players; 
it also felt as if the NFL was 

collapsing into itself.
“The NFL is too good for 

this, too big for this,” said 
ESPN analyst and former NFL 
quarterback Steve Young, who 
was at the game. 

The NFL released a state-
ment shortly after noon up-
holding the referees’ decision 
(but adding that Seahawks 
wide receiver Golden Tate 
should have been flagged for 
pass interference).

The statement gave no in-
dication of when the league 
might settle its dispute with 
its regular officials, or whether 
there was any sense of urgen-

cy to do so. However, the NFL 
and representatives for the ref-
erees were said to be negotiat-
ing Tuesday, although people 
familiar with the talks said 
they had been scheduled be-
fore Monday night’s episode.

The officials’ union says it 
would cost the NFL just $3.2 
million annually if it met all of 
their demands, a tiny fraction 
of the NFL’s $9 billion in an-
nual revenue.

The concern Tuesday was 
that the immense backlash 
after the Packers’ loss would 
harden the position of the of-
ficials’ union. But it might also 

highlight the differences among 
owners. Some, the thinking 
goes, might dig in, fearful that 
if the NFL makes a deal in the 
coming days, it will appear that 
Commissioner Roger Goodell 
surrendered to public pressure. 
During the negotiations, some 
owners have referred to the 
regular officials, who had long 
been convinced that the failure 
of replacements would swing 
leverage their way, as “holding 
the league hostage” to their de-
mands.

But other owners want a 
deal soon, because they are so 
troubled by the damage they 

believe is being done to the 
game by botched calls.

“These are amateur people 
doing professionals’ jobs,”  
said Washington Redskin cor-
nerback Josh Wilson.

Indeed, the referee (tech-
nically the side judge) who 
signaled touchdown at the 
end of Monday night’s game 
was revealed to be one Lance 
Easley of Santa Maria, Calif., 
who, according to the Santa 
Maria Times, worked junior 
college and high school games 
before the NFL hired him as a 
replacement.
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