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 NEW YORK — With the 
United Nations as a backdrop, 
President Barack Obama and 
Republican challenger Mitt 
Romney engaged in a de facto 
debate on foreign policy Tues-
day, with Obama defending 
his record in the turbulent 
Middle East and Romney 
vowing to act more decisively 
in the interests of the U.S. and 
its allies, particularly Israel.

The two men staked out 
their positions crosstown in 
New York, with Obama speak-
ing at the opening of the 
United Nations General As-
sembly, and both appearing at 
different times before a forum 
hosted nearby by former Pres-
ident Bill Clinton. The back 
and forth on international af-
fairs came amid a campaign 
that until recently focused 
entirely on the U.S. economy 
and domestic issues, but that’s 
taken on a new urgency with 
the deaths of U.S. diplomats 
in Libya and anti-American 
demonstrations in Egypt and 
elsewhere.

Obama urged the General 
Assembly to exercise patience 
for what he called a “season of 
progress” as oppressed popu-
lations in the Arab world oust 
long-established dictatorships. 
He boasted of his administra-
tion’s support for revolutions 
in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen and 
Libya, and he called for an 
end to the bloodshed in Syria 

OBAMA URGES PATIENCE; 
ROMNEY CALLS FOR 

NEW APPROACH  

Mideast, 
foreign policy 

in spotlight

Herald-Leader Wire Services

“We believe that freedom 
and self-determination are 

not unique to one culture. … 
they are universal values.”

President Barack Obama,
addressing the U.N. General Assembly

“A temporary aid package 
can give an economy a 

boost. … But it can’t 
sustain an economy.”

Mitt Romney,
addressing the Clinton Global Initiative

   As must surely be clear 
now to the National Football 
League, if you really want to 
feel the collective wrath of the 
American people, just starting 
messing with their football.

Late Monday night, and 
well into Tuesday, the country 
aimed its anger directly at the 
NFL, the beloved behemoth 
of American sports franchis-
es, over the blown call on the 
game’s final play that gave the 
Seattle Seahawks the winning 

touchdown over the Green 
Bay Packers on ESPN’s Mon-
day Night Football.

Three weeks’ worth of crit-
icism and angst over the sub-
par performances of the NFL’s 
replacement referees — fill-
ing in for the league’s regular 
ones, who have been locked 

NFL confronts national 
outrage over blown call
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See CAMPAIGN, A2

See REFEREES, A2

Look in the mirror: Furious? Then 
turn in your tickets and turn off 
the TV set. Page B1
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Town Branch Creek flows under Midland 
Avenue, crosses Main Street to Vine Street  
where it flows under Vine Street, Rupp 
Arena and Lexington Center, coming to the 
surface at the Cox Street parking lot west of 
Rupp Arena.

CHRIS WARE | cware@herald-leader.com

Manchester St.

City seeks designs for 
downtown creek’s revival

 The Downtown Development Authority 
issued a request on Tuesday for a firm to 
do a conceptual design to bring the his-
toric Town Branch Creek to the surface for 
the first time in  more than 100 years.

Town Branch flows through downtown 
in an underground tunnel.

“The idea of day lighting Town Branch 
has been around for a long time,” said Jeff 
Fugate, president and CEO of the Down-
town Development Authority. “Now we are 
asking the question, ‘OK, what would it 
mean to do this.’  We want to see what the 
possibilities are.” 

Town Branch Commons, envisioned as 
a 2-mile stretch of public space through 
downtown, was a significant recommenda-
tion of the Rupp Arena, Downtown Arts & 
Entertainment master plan developed in 

2011 by architect Gary Bates of the Nor-
way-based architecture firm Space Group.

Bates’ idea was to bring the historic 
waterway to the surface in some form 
and create a linear park that would thread 
through downtown, connecting the enter-
tainment district on the west end with the 
rest of downtown

On Tuesday, the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority, in partnership with the 
Lexington Fayette Urban County Govern-
ment and the Lexington Center Corpora-
tion, issued a request for qualifications.

Oct. 18 is  the deadline for firms to sub-
mit  conceptual ideas .

“Imagine a long, narrow park winding 
through downtown that honors our rich, au-
thentic history — the Town Branch … our 
city was founded along its banks,” Mayor 

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

Town Branch flows to the surface just past the Cox Street parking lot near Rupp Arena and 
the Lexington Center after its journey through a tunnel beneath the streets of Lexington.
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See CREEK, A12

LEXINGTON’S TOWN BRANCH

INTO THE  
LIGHT OF DAY

WHAT’S NEXT
 Here is a  look at the pro-
cess to develop a master 
plan for Town Branch 
Commons through 
downtown:

■ D esign firms must 
submit  qualifications 
and conceptual ideas  by 
Oct.18.

■ The c ontract will be 
awarded in November .

■ At least three public 
meetings will be held to 
solicit input from citizens, 
and several meetings will 
be held with downtown 
stakeholders.

■ A preliminary plan  with 
recommendations is due 
March 15.

■ The final plan is due 
April 30.
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