
THE COURIER-JOURNAL | FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2012 | A5FROM PAGE ONE | courier-journal.comKY

bowlesmattress.com
800-223-7509

Jeffersonville
Factory & Showroom

(812) 288-8614 (812) 738-0154 (502) 425-4181

(502) 499-9595 (502) 966-0096 (502) 538-8773
(502) 231-0865

Corydon, IN Springhurst

Stony Brook Preston Hwy. Mt. Washington

CJ
-0
00
03
28
69
8

Proudly
made in

Kentuckiana.

Factory Direct Locations

WHERE THE REST IS EASY

A+

3 Layers
of Memory

Foam

Viscotex 3000

CJ
-0
00
03
28
69
8

A+

Compare our
Viscotex to
nationally

advertised brand...
1/2 the price!

Buy Smart Buy Local

Now hear this: The
fourth-seeded Cards bur-
ied that storyline Thursday
at the Rose Garden, con-
trolling a Davidson team in
ways that few teams have
controlled the Wildcats this
season. They won, 69-62,
and earned another game
here Saturday against New
Mexico, the No. 5 seed.

The Cards did all the
things a team has to do to
advance in this event:

They survived serious
foul trouble by center Gor-
gui Dieng and point guard
Peyton Siva. They made
free throws (72.2 percent).
They shot the ball with wis-
dom. They shared the bas-
ketball without guys hunt-
ing extra shots.

What the Cardinals did
on defense deserves a sep-
arate paragraph. Davidson
scored16 fewer points than
the Wildcats’ season aver-
age. A Davidson team that
scored 83 against Vander-
bilt and 80 against Kansas
scrambled to get 62 against
Rick Pitino’s team.

Davidson’s De’Mon
Brooks, the Southern Con-
ference player of the year,
scored five points, less
than a third of his average.

“While it may not show
its ugly head in terms of
turnovers, I think (Louis-
ville’s defensive pressure)
wears you down,” David-
son coach Bob McKillop
said. “When you have to do
that, it takes away some of

your legs.”
“We’re just playing with

a new type of energy,”
Swopshire said. “Our motto
is ‘New Season,’ and that’s
how we’re treating it.”

Start with Siva. He was
the best player on the
court.

Davidson could not keep
Siva away from the rim.
But he didn’t get reckless
with his dribbling and
change of direction, taking
only the gaps that opened.

Pitino said he showed Si-
va a series of video clips of
Steve Nash, the NBA all-
star point guard for the
Phoenix Suns. He wanted
Siva to recognize that even
a player as unstoppable as
Nash does not try to blast
through every opening.

Siva took the coaching.
He made seven of 12 shots.
Over the last five games,
Siva has made 49 percent
of the 59 shots he has at-
tempted. Before the Big
East Tournament, Siva’s
season field-goal percent-
age was 38.8 percent.

During the regular sea-
son Siva never had more
than two consecutive
games in double figures.
His current streak is five —
and counting. Siva did not
try to play like a guy trying
to dazzle the dozens of
friends and family mem-
bers who drove south from
Seattle to watch him. Siva
simply played to win.

“We’ve got our point
guard back,” said Chris
Smith, the Cards’ senior

wing.
But Louisville also

showed it could survive
without Siva, who missed
15 minutes because of foul
trouble, as well as Dieng,
who sat the final10:15 of the
first half after earning his
third foul and who played
only 19 minutes.

Credit freshman Chane
Behanan, who flexed his
way to the glass for 11 re-
bounds, six on the offen-
sive end. Elisha Justice, the
sophomore point guard, got
to the rim for a layup dur-
ing his nine minutes. Russ
Smith made Louisville’s
single three-point basket.
(The Cards only tried five.)

Swopshire played 25
minutes, his second-high-
est total of the season. His
persistent defense in the
middle kept him on the
floor. Swopshire played
with the passion of a guy
who understood that every
game could be the final
game of his U of L career.

“It was a three-year wait
for me, so it feels great,”
Swopshire said.

“I think it’s nice (to win),
but it’s still the second
round,” Kuric said. “We’ve
got a long way to go. We’ve
got to re-set our minds and
play the same way we
played today.”

Reach Rick Bozich at (502)
582-4650 or rbozich@courier-
journal.com, and read his blog
and previous columns at
www.courier-journal.com/
bozich.

The Cardinals’ Peyton Siva drives against Davidson’s Jake Cohen, left, and Tyler Kalinoski,
right, with teammate Jared Swopshire giving him room to maneuver during the
University of Louisville’s win Thursday in Portland, Ore. PHOTOS BY SAM UPSHAW JR./THE C-J
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University of Louisville fans cheer for the Cards, who beat Davidson on Thursday to
advance to a contest against the University of New Mexico on Saturday.

Belt Conference champi-
onship.

Say this for the Hilltop-
pers. They didn’t shock the
world, but closing out the
game on a 20-5 run against
UK’s starters has to give
them something to build
on.

UK meanwhile, will
move on to try to build
something much bigger.

WKU played a solid first
half but still trailed by19. It
was as if the Hilltoppers
were playing on the court
at the Yum Center while
the Big Blue Machine oper-
ated at suite level.

In building that 32-point
lead, UK had made 28 field
goals. Eight of them were
dunks, and eight more
were layups.

About the only thing UK
did wrong was an Anthony
Davis technical foul when
he dunked a lob pass, then
grasped the rim in such a
way that his forward mo-
tion made him twirl a bit on
his dismount.

He stuck the landing,
but was stuck with a tech-
nical as the ref made a
twirling motion with his
finger.

You can’t twirl on a
dunk? Who knew? Who
doesn’t twirl on their
dunks?

Davis defies nature at
times. On a give-and-go
play, the lob pass was be-
hind him but he leaped for
it, reached back, caught it,
ate a sandwich, then
slammed it home before
the little twirl maneuver.

UK got its lead on WKU
with just a few steps on the
gas pedal. In the first half,
the Wildcats had runs of
10-0, 9-0, 7-0 and 7-0. Those
took up a total of 7:32. So in
a little more than 7½ min-
utes, UK had 33 points, and
WKU managed 26 the en-
tire half.

There’s nothing to read
into a victory of this magni-
tude, except that statistics

show No. 1 seeds who don’t
dispatch of their opening-
game opponents convinc-
ingly are far more likely to
fall by the wayside before
the bracket reaches the Fi-
nal Four.

Nor is there much to
read into a team losing in-
terest when it is up 32 with
eight minutes to play.
Coach John Calipari im-
plored his players in vari-
ous ways to not let up, but
they likely weren’t going to
believe WKU’s resilience
until they saw it.

The Hilltoppers, who
came from 16 down with
just under five minutes to
play to beat Mississippi
Valley State on Tuesday
night to get to this game,
used the same kind of te-
nacity to pull to within 15
points with the ball late.

But the deficit was too
large.

“I’m so proud of these
young men,” said WKU
coach Ray Harper, who
took over when Ken Mc-
Donald was fired in Janu-
ary. “You got to see a little

bit about their character
and their heart. That’s who
these young men are. I’m
excited about the future.”

If you’re looking for
good omens for UK, it’s that
it got 22 points on 9 of 13
shooting and 10 rebounds
from Terrence Jones, who
gives the Wildcats an add-
ed dimension of toughness
when he’s on his game. And
they got 16 points on 7 of 12
shooting from Doron
Lamb, who makes them
nearly impossible to guard
when he’s on his.

Calipari kept his start-
ers in until just 30 seconds
remained, but that’s what
he does.

It might not have been
quite the finish he was hop-
ing for, but the Wildcats’
quest for a championship is
off to a fast start.

Reach Eric Crawford at (502)
582-4372 or ecrawford@couri-
er-journal.com. Comment on
this column or read his blog
and past columns at
www.courier-journal.com/
crawford.
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Kentucky’s Terrence Jones looks for an outlet pass as
Western Kentucky’s George Fant, left, and T.J. Price apply
pressure. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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