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WASHINGTON

Summer weather
likely to stick around

The federal government’s
spring weather forecast of-
fers no respite from warmer
weather, but the country
should get a break from the
spring flooding that’s hit the
last four years.

The National Weather Ser-
vice’s outlook for spring,
which arrived early with 577
high temperature records bro-
ken Wednesday, predicts
mostly warmer and drier-
than-normal weather, except
in the Northwest. The current
summer-like weather — with
some temperatures as much
as 35 degrees above normal —
is expected to stick around
through next week.

All or parts of 36 states are
forecast to be warmer than
normal April through June.
Every state east of the Missis-
sippi River, except Wisconsin,
should be warmer than normal
this spring, the weather ser-
vice said.

2
DEXTER, MICH.

Tornado does damage
in southeast Michigan

Several houses were dam-
aged and at least two de-
stroyed in one southeastern
Michigan community after a
tornado touched down Thurs-
day afternoon.

A touchdown was reported
in the Dexter and Pinckney
areas northwest of Ann Arbor,
said Marc Breckenridge, di-
rector of Emergency Manage-
ment for the county. No inju-
ries were immediately report-
ed.

In one neighborhood, one
home appeared to be flat-
tened, while an adjacent home
lost most of its roof and second
floor.

3
SCRANTON, PA.

Initial tests don’t back
up pollution charges

Federal environmental
regulators say well water
tests at 11 homes in a north-
eastern Pennsylvania village
where a gas driller was ac-
cused of polluting the aquifer
failed to show elevated levels
of contamination.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is sampling well
water at dozens of homes in
Dimock, Susquehanna County.
The agency said Thursday it
received initial test results for
11 homes. Regulators say wa-
ter samples from six of the 11
homes showed safe levels of
sodium, methane, chromium
or bacteria. Low levels of ar-
senic were found in the well
water of two homes.

A handful of residents are
suing Cabot Oil & Gas Corp.,
saying the Houston-based
driller contaminated their
wells with potentially explo-
sive methane gas and with
drilling chemicals.

4
FORT MEADE, MD.

Lawyer in WikiLeaks
case seeks dismissal

An attorney for Army Pfc.
Bradley Manning, accused of
leaking hundreds of thou-
sands of pages of classified in-
formation, asked a military
judge Thursday to dismiss the
charges, arguing that the gov-
ernment bungled the handov-
er of copies to the defense.

Prosecutors say Manning,
24, downloaded and sent to the
anti-secrecy website Wiki-
Leaks a vast store of sensitive
documents and diplomatic ca-
bles. The military says Man-
ning indirectly aided al-Qaida
in the Arabian Peninsula by
providing the information.

Defense lawyers say Man-
ning is a troubled young sol-
dier who never should have
been sent to Iraq or given ac-
cess to classified material.
They say the leaked material
did little or no harm to national
security.

Read the latest news online at:
courier-journal.com/nationworld
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TODAY IN 1926
Rocket science pioneer Robert H. Goddard
successfully tested the first liquid-fueled
rocket, in Auburn, Mass.

TOLEDO, Ohio — Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden called out Mitt
Romney and other Republican ri-
vals Thursday as being “dead
wrong” about the auto bailout, a
feisty ramping-up by President
Barack Obama’s top political sur-
rogate even as the Republicans
battle each other through the pri-
maries.

Biden’s attack marked a new
offensive by Obama’s re-election
team as it seeks to set the terms
for the general election while Re-
publicans are still mired in the
nominating process.

In keeping with tradition, Bi-
den, as No. 2 on the ticket, will be
the campaign enforcer, leveling
targeted attacks on Republicans.
And his speech before a boister-
ous, 500-person crowd at a United
Auto Workers hall in politically
crucial Ohio suggested it’s a role
he plans to fully embrace.

“If you give any one of these
guys the keys to the White House,
they will bankrupt the middle
class,” Biden said of the Republi-
can field.

“Gingrich and Romney and

Santorum, they don’t let the facts
get in the way,” he added.

It was notable that Biden criti-
cized the Republican candidates
by name.

He and Obama have generally
refrained from doing that, aim-
ing their criticism more general-
ly at Republicans or opponents.

As Biden campaigned in Ohio,
the GOP presidential candidates
fanned out across the country, in-
cluding the U.S. commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, on their hunt for
delegates.

Romney held fundraisers in
New York, restocking his cam-
paign before caucuses Saturday

in Missouri, where Rick Santo-
rum and Romney have both in-
vested substantial time.

Puerto Rico is holding its pri-
mary Sunday.

In San Juan, Santorum tried to
extricate himself from a flap he
caused by saying that making
English an official language
should be a “condition” of state-
hood for Puerto Rico and that the
island would need to ensure that
English is spoken “universally.”

It’s set to hold a referendum on
statehood in November and
whether it becomes the 51st state
is a critical issue there.

“I never said only English

should be spoken here. Never did
I even intimate that,” Santorum
told reporters. “What I said was
that English had to be spoken as
well as other — obviously Span-
ish is going to be spoken, this
would be a bilingual country.”

Gingrich, meanwhile, sought
to build support in Illinois, which
holds its primary next week. The
former House speaker said he ex-
pected voters to give him another
look once they grow tired of an
advertising war between Santo-
rum and Romney.

“I believe we need a visionary
leader who is prepared to break
out of politics as normal,” Ging-
rich said in the chapel of Judson
University in suburban Chicago.

Republicans promptly fired
back at Biden.

Republican National Commit-
tee spokeswoman Kirsten Ku-
kowski said his speech was irrel-
evant to the needs of family bud-
gets “being stretched by every-
thing from food prices to soaring
prices at the pump.”

The vice president’s speech
was the first of four events the
Obama campaign has planned for
Biden in the coming weeks. His
task, campaign officials said, is to
define the core issues of the cam-
paign and draw a clear contrast
between the president and the
Republican contenders.

Biden blasts GOP in Ohio
VP calls out foes
over auto bailout
By Julie Pace
Associated Press

Vice President Joe Biden greets a supporter Thursday before speaking
at a union hall in Toledo, Ohio. MADALYN RUGGIERO/AP

WASHINGTON — An investiga-
tion of the bungled criminal pros-
ecution of the late Alaska Sen.
Ted Stevens has concluded that
prosecutors never conducted a
comprehensive review of materi-
al favorable to the senator and
that two prosecutors intentional-
ly withheld key information.

A report released Thursday
from a special counsel says
agents of the FBI and Internal
Revenue Service conducted an
inadequate review of documents
in the Stevens case.

The report says some of the
agents were unfamiliar with the
facts or were unfamiliar with le-
gal requirements about turning
over material to Stevens’ legal

team.
The investigation by special

counsel Henry F. Schuelke III re-
vealed that prose-
cutors also failed
to review their
own notes of wit-
ness interviews
containing sig-
nificant informa-
tion that was nev-
er disclosed to
lawyers for the
senator.

“Not only was the … review
unsupervised, the prosecutors
themselves were unsupervised,”
Schuelke’s report said.

A jury convicted Stevens, R-
Alaska, in October 2008 of seven
felony counts of lying on Senate
financial disclosure documents
to hide hundreds of thousands of

dollars in home renovations and
gifts from wealthy friends, in-
cluding a massage chair, a
stained-glass window and an ex-
pensive sculpture.

A few days later, Stevens lost
re-election to the seat he’d held
for 40 years, making him the
longest-serving Republican in
the Senate at the time.

Handwritten notes taken by
prosecutors and two FBI agents
during interviews with two key
witnesses contained significant
information that “was never dis-
closed to Senator Stevens’ attor-
neys,” Schuelke’s report stated.

In response, Stevens’ attor-
neys said the report “provides ev-
idence of government corruption
that is shocking in its boldness
and its breadth.”

“Corrupt prosecutors ob-

tained an illegal verdict against
Senator Stevens on October 27,
2008,” they said in a statement.
“As a result, a sitting senator lost
certain re-election and the bal-
ance of power shifted in the Unit-
ed States Senate.”

In a statement, the Justice De-
partment said it has cooperated
fully with Schuelke’s inquiry
“and provided information
throughout the process.”

“While the department meets
its … obligations in nearly all
cases, even one failure is one too
many,” the department said.

Stevens died in a plane crash
in 2010.

“The Stevens family con-
tinues to be shocked by the depth
and breadth of the government’s
misconduct,” said the late sena-
tor’s widow, Catherine Stevens.

2 prosecutors held info on Stevens
By Pete Yost
Associated Press

Ted Stevens

LITTLETON, Colo. — Former
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich
walked into a federal prison in
Colorado to begin a 14-year
sentence for corruption on
Thursday, the latest chapter in
the downfall of a charismatic
politician that seemed more
like a bizarre reality TV show
than a legal battle.

With helicopters and TV
news crews broadcasting his
every move, Blagojevich
stepped out of a black SUV and
walked into the Federal Cor-
rectional Institution Engle-
wood in suburban Denver just
before noon. Blagojevich — Il-
linois’ second ex-governor now
in prison for corruption — was

convicted on 18 counts, includ-
ing charges of trying to sell or
trade President Barack Oba-
ma’s vacated U.S. Senate seat.

“I’m leaving with a heavy
heart, a clear conscience and I
have high, high hopes for the
future,” Blagojevich, 55, told
reporters and well-wishers as
he left his Chicago home early
Thursday for his flight to Den-
ver.

Along with his attorneys,
the Democrat spent about an
hour driving around the mini-
mum-security facility once ar-
riving in Littleton, near Den-
ver, stopping for lunch and
waving to onlookers before re-
linquishing his freedom.

“I think it’s kind of surreal
to him, but he seems in good
spirits,” said Brian Pyle, who

owns the Freddy’s Frozen Cus-
tard and Steakburgers in Lit-
tleton where Blagojevich had
lunch. Pyle said he shook the
former governor’s hand as he
left, telling him: “Stay strong.”
He said Blagojevich thanked
him.

Blagojevich’s lawyers
didn’t immediately return
messages left Thursday after-
noon.

The attorneys have said it
would take months to complete
the paperwork to appeal his
convictions and sentence.

In what had become a famil-
iar scene in the three years
since his arrest, an optimistic
if not defiant Blagojevich
bounded down the stairs of his
Chicago home through a
throng of photographers and

cameramen Thursday morn-
ing. Supporters were shouting
encouragement.

“Saying goodbye is the
hardest thing I’ve ever had to
do,” said Blagojevich, who
wasn’t accompanied by his
wife, Patti, though she could be
seen through the windows. One
of their two daughters peeked
out a window before her father
departed.

The night before, the fam-
ously talkative Democrat —
who was caught on FBI wire-
taps saying the opportunity to
trade an appointment to Oba-
ma’s old Senate seat for cam-
paign cash or a top job was
“f------ golden” — embraced the
public spotlight one last time.

When he finally arrived at
the prison Thursday, the spot-
light went away — and he be-
came Inmate No. 40892-424.

Blagojevich starts doing time

Former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich posts with high school students, from left, Dylan Sorenson, Sage Dugas and Bryce Kuschel at lunch
before entering prison on Thursday in Englewood, Colo., to begin his 14-year corruption sentence. JOE AMON/AP

Begins sentence in minimum-security prison in Colorado
By P. Solomon Banda
Associated Press
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