
Scouting for the upcoming
deer season is in full throttle.
If you’re hunting familiar
property this might be as sim-
ple as making sure nothing
significant as happened to the
area to impact your deer’s
regular travel corridor. But
most likely it will involve
finding out about where the
food is; namely the acorns.
And sometimes it’s not
enough to find one oak tree; it
might be that just over the hill
there is a whole ridge full of
them and this is perhaps a bet-
ter place to see more deer. It
takes lots of information in
order to come up with a good
game plan. 

I used to think that one
could simply hang a tree

stand in any part of the woods
and he would see deer. I
thought it was good enough to
find a trail and set up some-
where near it. I hardly ever
considered that perhaps my
part of the trail was only in-
habited at midnight. I didn’t
realize that while it might be
good to find one sign of deer
in my area, it was better to
find several signs. It might be
good to find a well-worn trail,
but what if I could find a well-
worn trail, in the middle of an
oak flat, and deer droppings
scattered throughout, with a
few trees with rubs on them.
Now that’s where I’m putting
my stand! I fear, however,
that many of us settle for the
first place we come to be-

cause we see, what we con-
sider to be, enough evidence
to hunt right there; while just
around the corner is the real
place to be. 

I also believe this happens
in church life as well. Just to
be honest, it bothers me that
there are so many bad
churches. As a result, many
people don’t attend one be-
cause they assume this is just
the way “church” is supposed
to be – irrelevant, boring, be-
hind-the-times, and full of
preachers who use the pulpit
for their own personal soap
box. It is the equivalent to
nothing less than road rage
cloaked in spiritual verbiage.
(I know, I guess I’m on my
own soap box now) The rea-

son it bothers me, however, is
because it gives true spiritual-
ity and the true church, and
even God, a bad name. And
this ought to make anyone
who is a Christian mad, be-
cause true spirituality and
how church is really meant to
be, and God Himself, is any-
thing but boring, irrelevant
and behind-the-times. Yes,
my friend, you need God and
you need the church. Don’t
assume that just because you
are struggling to find the signs
that the real thing is not there.
Just keep scouting. You will
eventually find the perfect
place to hang your stand. And
when you do, you’ll be glad
you looked a little deeper or
traveled a little farther to get
to the place you always knew
existed. 

Gary Miller
gary@outdoortruths.org

Not long ago, I woke up
in the middle of the night and
saw my granddaughter sleep-
ing beside me. She looked
like an angel snuggled be-
tween brilliant white sheets.
Her hair looked like perfect
waves against the white
feather pillow.  I wanted to go
back to sleep, but instead I
just laid there and watched
her little face. She looked so
peaceful. So beautiful. 

Lying there in the dark
with just the light of the moon
peeking through the blinds, I
suddenly had an overwhelm-
ing appreciation for the good-
ness of God. I thought, “Just
as I watch her in the night,
and she doesn’t even know it,
God watches me even when
I’m not aware of it.”  He not
only watches me, but He
watches you and your family.
Just as I looked with such
love, at my granddaughter,
watching the gentle rise and
fall of her breath, God
watches us with an even

greater love.
Do you remember the old

song, “His Eye is on the Spar-
row and I know He Watches
Me”?   Normally, we read the
stories about Jesus traveling
from city to city, from syna-
gogue to synagogue, teaching
multitudes of people, but
sometimes he took his disci-
ples aside to give them spe-
cial attention and to teach
them on a more personal
basis.

It was one of those inti-
mate times when he took ad-
vantage of a great teaching
moment. I can almost see
Jesus as he sat on the grassy
hillside with the twelve disci-
ples gathered around Him.
Perhaps a sparrow flew to a
branch nearby and, like I
watched my granddaughter,
he watched the little bird as it
balanced so gracefully on its
tiny feet. I can imagine the
sparrow reminded Jesus of
the great love God has for his
people.

He explained that, in the

city market, a sparrow sold
for a single copper coin. That
wasn’t much money, but,
even though a sparrow had no
value to most people, it was
important to God. He went on
to say, “Not even one sparrow
falls to the ground without
your Father … don’t be afraid
because you’re more valuable
than many sparrows” (Matt.
10:29-31).

Loving and being loved is
so important to a satisfied life.
It’s not just any love that we
need, but it’s the love of a Fa-
ther who looks beyond the
glasses of spilled milk or
muddy shoes that stained our
carpet during the day. Instead
of seeing our mistakes, he
sees a lovely child in need of
a Father.  Anyone who wants
to find more happiness in life
must experience that kind of
love. 

There is an anonymous
quote that reads: People were
created to be loved. Things
were created to be used. The
reason the world is in chaos,

is because things are being
loved, and people are being
used.

God won’t use you. He
won’t abuse you. He won’t
harm you in any way. The
Bible says, “God is love” (1

John 4:8). People may use
you; take advantage of you or
try to manipulate you, but
God won’t. 

I assure you, being saved
does not get rid of the thorns
of life, but it sure makes them

easier to handle.

”It’s impossible” said pride.
“It’s risky” said experience.
“It’s pointless” said reason.
“Give it a try” whispered the
heart - Anonymous
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Seeking His Presence
by Teresa LeNeave
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by Sally Burgess, 
Forefront Families LLC

As I have been watching
the Olympic Games I have
been fascinated by the partic-
ipants’ varied responses to
their achievements.  Every
single gold medal winner has
been beside himself or herself
with excitement.  Yet, when
interviewed on TV, the first
thing out of the mouth of a
track and field silver medal-
list was, “I only wish it was
gold.”  I thought he was jok-
ing for a moment, but he was
dead serious.  His head was
down and he was not looking
very happy.  In his mind the
silver medal was just not
good enough.  By compari-
son, I was thrilled when I
heard one of the young USA
gymnasts say that although
she had just missed out on
getting a medal in a tie-
breaker decision, she is still
4th in the world and she is sat-
isfied with that.

So, where does our satis-
faction come from?  The dic-
tionary meaning of
satisfaction is ‘To fulfill one’s
desires, needs or demands’.
These statements are proac-
tive because they rely on us
DOING something.  In the
Bible Paul says in Philippi-
ans, “I have learned to be sat-

isfied with the things I have
and with everything that hap-
pens.”  Wow, when we study
the writings of Paul, and read
of the trials he went through,
we know for sure he had
found the secret to being sat-
isfied.  Paul is not referring to
doing anything.  His is a reac-
tive statement in that he is
talking about possessing a
sense of BEING rather than
doing.  I think the dictionary
should have added a further
meaning to the word satisfac-
tion – “To experience a sense
of well-being in every situa-
tion.”  

So, what makes us unsatis-
fied?  There are messages hit-
ting all of our senses pretty
much all day long.  TV adver-
tisements dictate what looks,
tastes or feels ‘cool’.  Society
says that to be successful one
needs to be rich, good look-
ing, wealthy and/or academic.
Parents sometimes tell their
kids that if they don’t win,
then they have lost.  Only a
win or an ‘A’ grade is accept-
able to them.  

Is it wrong to strive to be
THE best?  Absolutely not!
However, there are four
words missing from this state-
ment.  We need to strive to be
the best THAT WE CAN BE.
Is the sky the limit?  Yes.  I
believe that most of us never

reach our true potential be-
cause we haven’t explored
our passions or found our pur-
pose and we don’t create the
goals we need to find or
achieve them.  Satisfaction is
one of the ingredients of ma-
turity.  A sense of well-being
is generated whenever a per-
son succeeds in whatever en-
deavor he chooses.  ‘Success’
needs to be interpreted as ‘the
best we can possibly be/do’.

Satisfaction doesn’t only
come from what we can do,
but who we can be.  This
means it isn’t all about me.
My satisfaction also comes
from being a great friend,
from interpreting and re-
sponding to the needs of oth-
ers, from giving without
drawing attention to my own
good deeds.  My satisfaction
also comes from being the
best parent I can be and from
instilling positive values into
my children so that they be-
come great role models for
their families in the future.

When you look in the mir-
ror, are you satisfied with
what you see?  If not, ask
yourself, “Why not?”  Make a
list, set some goals and get
busy with becoming the best
you can be.  Do your kids
possess a sense of well-being,
of confidence, or of satisfac-
tion?  If not, then, why not?

Are you placing impossible
expectations on them?  Are
they not keeping up at
school?  Do they not know
how to handle failure?  Do
they know that you love them
for who they are?  Talk to
them one-on-one to check on
their spirit.  Adjust your atti-
tude towards them if neces-
sary.  Give them lots of
encouragement.  Help your
children set goals and create
rewards for them when they
achieve the goals.  Don’t just
help them discover their pas-
sions, assist them to live them
out.

Dissatisfaction is exhaust-
ing.  To be constantly striving
for impossible targets or
being unhappy because you
either can’t fulfill your
dreams, or don’t have any, ab-
solutely wears you out.  To be
truly satisfied is to be happy
with whom you are, with
what you have achieved in
your life, and with the posi-
tive difference you have made
to others.

If you have any comments
or suggestions regarding this
subject please feel free to con-
tact us at sally@forefrontfam-
ilies.org or check our website
at www.forefrontfamilies.org
or

www.forefrontfamilies/blo
gspot.com 

The heart whispers, “Give it a try”

The Secret To Being Satisfied

But they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be

weary; and they shall
walk, and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31
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