
F
amed architect Samuel Plato
graduated from Simmons Col-
lege in Louisville in 1902.

A native of Waugh, Ala.,
Plato was considered a pioneer for
African Americans by being the first to
be awarded a contract to build a post
office.

While at Simmons, Plato took corre-
spondence courses in architecture and
carpentry from the International Corre-
spondence School. In 1941, The Courier-
Journal noted Plato was one of only a
few African Americans to be awarded a
defense housing contract and the only
one to receive a post office contract.

Before 1941, Plato had built nearly
40 post offices throughout the country.
But his architectural designs also helped
establish him as an important figure in
African-American history.

He designed and built a variety of
structures from New York to Alabama,
such as churches, houses, mansions,
banks, schools and theaters.

Several of his buildings are on the
National Register of Historic Places,
including Broadway Temple AME Zion
Church in Louisville.

For more information on black history,
go to www.courier-journal.com/
blackhistory

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

SAMUEL PLATO BUILT
ARCHITECTURAL CAREER
The Courier-Journal

Neighborhoods DAILY NEWS
REPORT www.courier-journal.com/neighborhoods

TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 28, 2012 B3

RAINMAKER AT WORK

Michelle Harmon, a grower/horticulturalist at Wallitsch Nursery and Garden
Center in Louisville, sprays annuals with a water and fertilizer mix in a
greenhouse on Monday. When Harmon isn’t watering plants, she’s in charge
of the nursery's biological control program, which involves “using good bugs
to eat bad bugs,” she said. JOHN ROTT/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Review: Veterans’
data not misused

A review has concluded
there’s no reason to believe
information was misused
after the names, Social Se-
curity numbers and dis-
charge dates of about 1,182
veterans were found unat-
tended in the lobby of the
Robley Rex Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center, VA
officials said Monday.

Officials said they were
informed about the prob-
lem on Jan. 9, and informa-
tion was immediately se-
cured by the medical cen-
ter’s privacy officer.

The center’s review de-
termined there’s no reason
to believe any of the infor-
mation was misused or any
malicious activity was in-
volved, officials said.

Medical center Director
Wayne L. Pfeffer said vet-
erans are being offered
credit monitoring services
at VA expense as a precau-
tion.

Man charged after
wreck on I-65

A Louisville man has
been charged with drunken
driving after he struck a
pedestrian on Interstate 65
early Monday.

Thomas King, 59, of the
9600 block of Preston
Spring Drive, was arrested
and charged with operat-
ing a motor vehicle while
under the influence of alco-
hol or drugs, according to
an arrest citation.

King was southbound on
I-65 near Eastern Parkway
about1:30 a.m. when his ve-
hicle struck a woman on
the interstate, said Dwight
Mitchell, a Louisville Met-
ro Police spokesman. The
woman was taken to Uni-
versity Hospital with life-
threatening injuries,
Mitchell said.

Mitchell said it was un-
clear why the woman was
on the interstate.

King told officers he’d
had five to six beers. His
blood alcohol level was
0.125; a driver is consid-
ered drunk at a level of
0.08.

Marker to honor Ali
at boyhood home

Louisville Metro Coun-
cil members plan a news
conference Wednesday to
dedicate a historical mark-
er that will go at the boy-
hood home of Muhammad
Ali in the 3300 block of
Grand Avenue in the Park-
land neighborhood.

The news conference
will be at11a.m. at the Ken-
tucky Center for African
American Heritage on Mu-
hammad Ali Boulevard.
The marker will be on dis-
play at the center and then
eventually placed at the
Grand Avenue house, said
Metro Council spokesman
Tony Hyatt. He said he
wasn’t sure how long the
marker will be at the cen-
ter.

The marker for Ali was
sponsored by Metro Coun-
cilman David Tandy, D-4th
District. Several other
council members will be
joined by civic and busi-
ness leaders at the Wednes-
day event.

Groups to promote
E’town tourism

ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky. —
Several organizations are
joining forces in an effort
to promote historical tour-
ism in Elizabethtown.

Heath Seymour, who is
executive director of the
Heritage Council in Hardin
County, said a committee
representing different his-
toric organizations will
help coordinate efforts and
activities that will benefit
all of them, The News-En-
terprise reported.

The committee’s poten-
tial goals could include pro-
jects such as fixing and
adding historical markers,
organizing events to pro-
mote history and coming
up with ways to increase
historic tourism.

Seymour said the panel
also might look at request-
ing that the area’s historic
commercial district be
widened.

He said having more
historic sites listed nation-
ally would attract more vis-
itors.

BRIEFLY

A Louisville real-estate
entrepreneur has been
charged with ripping off
investors by selling them a
dozen fictitious properties
in Kentucky, including
some that were actually in
Idaho.

A federal grand jury in
Louisville charged Russell
N. Daniel with defrauding
investors out of more than
$1.2 million.

In an indictment re-
turned last week, Daniel is
accused of promising in-
vestors returns of 10 per-
cent to 15 percent and
claiming he would use
their money to buy, reno-
vate and flip properties at
a profit. Instead he alleg-
edly used their money for
such things as paying re-
turns on unrelated invest-
ments.

The indictment said
that three of the properties
with addresses in Lexing-
ton and Shelbyville were
actually street addresses
in Idaho in which Daniel

had an interest.
He also allegedly solic-

ited money to buy ficti-
tious properties in Pros-
pect, Goshen and Louis-
ville.

Daniel allegedly gave
some of the investors pho-
ny mortgages worth
$530,000 with forged sig-
natures of notaries.

He is charged with one
count of mail fraud puni-
shable by a maximum of 20
years in prison and a
$250,000 fine.

He operated a company
called Daniel Enterprises
at 12123 Shelbyville Road,
according to state corpo-
rate records, where recep-
tionist Lynn Gauthier said
he didn’t know anything
about the charges. The
company sold homes at a
website called ahome4you-
ky.com.

The scheme lasted from
2005 to 2008, according to
the FBI, which investigat-
ed the case.

Daniel’s lawyer, Rob
Chandler, said his client,
who has no prior record,
“got in over his head.”
Chandler said he expects
to settle the case.

Reporter Andrew Wolfson can
be reached at (502) 582-7189.

Man charged in
real-estate case
$1.2 million-plus
allegedly taken
By Andrew Wolfson
awolfson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

The Filson Historical
Society will focus on
Southern Indiana during
a lecture series that will
run through spring titled
“Our Shared History.”

The lectures will com-
memorate Indiana’s role
in Ohio Valley history
and be held at the Jeffer-
sonville Carnegie Li-
brary, 129 E. Court Ave.
They are free and open
to the public.

The series will focus
on how historical events
affected Southern Indi-
ana and will include arti-
facts, manuscripts and
other items found in the
Filson’s collections.

The lectures, all be-
ginning at noon, are:

» March 20, “The
Hannibal of the West:
George Rogers Clark
and the American Revo-
lution in the West,” with
Jim Holmberg, the Fil-
son’s curator of special
collections. Holmberg
will discuss Clark’s 1778-
79 Illinois campaign.
Clark’s success helped
secure the United
States’ claim to the area

north of the Ohio River
that eventually became
five states, including In-
diana.

» April 18, “The Great
River Catastrophe: The
Collision of the Steam-
boats America and Unit-
ed States on the Ohio
River in 1868,” with
Mark V. Wetherington,
the Filson’s director. He
will examine the colli-
sion between the two
steamboats and what the
disaster tells us about
life and death along the
Indiana shore of the
Ohio.

» May 16, “The Hard
Dilemma of Quaker Pac-
ifists in Civil War Amer-
ica,” with A. Glenn
Crothers, Filson direc-
tor of research. Crothers
will explore the ways in
which Quakers living in
the Ohio and Potomac
valleys — the great bor-
derlands between slav-
ery and freedom — re-
sponded to the Civil War.

The series is co-spon-
sored by the Filson His-
torical Society, the Paul
Ogle Foundation and the
Jeffersonville Carnegie
Library Foundation.

Filson series to focus
on S. Indiana history
The Courier-Journal

WATER COMPANY
PROJECTS

Because of projects by
the Louisville Water Co.,
delays are possible on
these roads in Jefferson,
Bullitt and Oldham coun-
ties:

Ky. 245, between Hap-

py Hollow Road and Lotus
Road.

Meyers Lane, between
Dixie Highway and Chris-
tie Avenue.

Dellbrooke Avenue,
between Boaries Lane and
the dead end.

Ky. 22, between Cham-
berlain Lane and Ky. 1694.

Jefferson Hill Road, be-
tween Keys Ferry Road
and Carter Lane.

TRAFFIC
CONDITIONS

Photos and information
on current traffic condi-
tions are available at
www.courier-journal.com/
traffic.

Algonquin Parkway,
between Gibson Lane and
41st Street.

Old Fern Valley Road,
at Preston Highway.

Meeting Street, just
east of Ky. 1694.

Frankfort Avenue, just
north of River Road.

National Turnpike, be-
tween Preston Highway
and Alma Lynn Way.

Ky. 1694, just north of
Ky. 22.

Dixie Highway, be-
tween Crums Lane and
Mary Catherine Drive.

28th Street, between
Slevin and Bank streets.

Griffiths Avenue, be-
tween 28th and 30th
streets.

Cox Drive, from Ky. 44
to the dead end.

The western Louisville
branch of the Social Secu-
rity Administration may
be closed and consolidated
with the downtown office
in the Gene Snyder Court-
house at Broadway and
Sixth Street.

Jimmy Botts, president
of the American Federa-
tion of Government Em-
ployees Local 3984, which
represents 15 union mem-
bers at the western branch
at 2500 W. Broadway, said

he initially was told in a
Feb. 13 email from the So-
cial Security Administra-
tion’s regional office in At-
lanta that the Louisville
field office would be
closed in May 2013.

But he said in a tele-
phone interview Monday
that he was told during a
call last week from Anita
Deaton, the acting director
of the Social Security Ad-
ministration in Kentucky,
that the closing of the
western Louisville office
had been put on hold by the
General Services Admini-
stration, which finds space
for federal agencies.

Deaton didn’t return
several calls to her office.
Other Social Security offi-

cials referred questions to
the GSA regional office in
Atlanta. Saudia Muwwak-
kil, spokeswoman for the
GSA in Atlanta, said she
couldn’t confirm plans for
the western Louisville of-
fice.

Botts said he believes
that closing the office “re-
mains a real possibility.”
He noted that about a doz-
en Social Security field of-
fices nationwide have
been closed or consolidat-
ed in the past year, nearly
always because of budget
constraints.

He expressed confi-
dence that the 15 union
jobs at the western branch
would not be lost, because
the Feb. 13 email said the

jobs would be transferred
to the downtown office or
elsewhere.

The email from Atlanta
said that, because of “se-
vere budget issues,” the
western Louisville office
would be closed by May
2013.

About 25 people were
waiting for assistance just
after noon Monday at the
office.

Wyvette Blake, who
lives in western Louisville,
said closing it would be a
disservice to its predomi-
nantly African-American
clients. Going to Sixth and
Broadway, she said,
“would be a real inconve-
nience for the neighbor-
hood.”

The two offices are
about 1½ miles apart, and
many of the clients who
deal with Social Security
offices are elderly.

Calvin Stone, who also
lives in western Louisville,
said he feared he would
have to wait significantly
longer for service at the
downtown office. “The
lines will be extra long.”

The Social Security Ad-
ministration also has an of-
fice at 10503 Timberwood
Circle off Hurstbourne
Parkway in eastern Jeffer-
son County.

Reporter Sheldon S. Shafer
can be reached at (502)
582-7089.

Social Security office may close
Agency branch
is in West End
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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