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The Metropolitan Sewer Dis-
trict board has extended its wel-
come mat for the public.

The board on Monday loos-
ened for the second time what
were once very tight curbs on
public participation at its meet-
ings. MSD management also an-
nounced its next steps in respon-
ding to a scathing state audit.

The new speaking policy elim-
inates a ban on letting someone

address the board at consecutive
meetings. The new policy still
says that the first five people to
sign up to speak at least 10 min-
utes before a board meeting will
be allowed to talk, but it gives
them five minutes to address the
board instead of the previous
three.

And the policy gives the board
chairman authority to allow more
speakers.

“This board is not afraid to
hear from ratepayers,” said vice
chairman James Craig.

One longtime MSD critic who

has had trouble getting to speak
at MSD meetings said she wel-
comed the changes.

“It provides a better public
process and improves public
communications,” said Teena
Halbig, a leader of the Floyds
Fork Environmental Association,
which advocates for clean water.
“It was the right thing to do.”

She said she had been “very
unhappy with the maltreatment
of the public by the MSD board in
the past. I see good changes on
the horizon.”

At the board meeting, interim
Executive Director Greg Heitz-
man said he recently submitted a
report to the Kentucky state audi-

tor, detailing how MSD was half-
way through a corrective action
plan stemming from the manage-
ment audit, which on Dec. 16 re-
vealed ethical lapses, excessive
spending, mismanagement and a
disengaged board of directors.

Heitzman, who is working
with a largely new board, also
identified his next priorities in
responding to the audit. He said
he hopes to make it through 70
percent of the corrective action
plan by April 15, including ac-
complishment such as:

» Monthly financial reports to
the board.

» A website disclosing MSD fi-
nances and spending.

» Adopting ethics policies for
all MSD employees and establish-
ing an internal ethics complaint
hotline.

» An updated travel policy.
» Issuing a request for propos-

als for legal services.
» Updating MSD investment

policies.
» Removing a provision in the

bylaws of Louisville Green, a fer-
tilizer company owned by MSD,
that specified that MSD’s former
board counsel also be the Louis-
ville Green attorney.

Monday’s 4-0 vote on a new
public participation policy was

MSD loosens speaking policy
Public gets more time to voice opinions
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — House
Speaker Greg Stumbo said Mon-
day that the House will not try to
take up legislative redistricting
again during the current session
but that he would consider reap-
portioning the state Supreme
Court districts.

With that comment, Stumbo
appeared to fire a shot across the
bow of the court, which on Friday
struck down the House and Sen-
ate legislative districts approved
in January.

The court ruled that both
maps, included in House Bill1, di-
vided more counties than allowed
by the state constitution, which
requires that as few counties as
possible be split among districts.
It ordered that this year’s legisla-
tive elections use the district
lines put in place in 2002.

HB 1 also included the Su-
preme Court redistricting plan.
Although that plan wasn’t chal-
lenged in court, it was struck
down because the court’s ruling
nullified the entire bill.

Senate Majority Leader Rob-
ert Stivers, R-Manchester, said
that the chamber would like to
pass a new legislative redistrict-
ing plan this session but that any
such effort would be futile if the
House doesn’t want to go along.

Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg, said
Monday that, in light of last
week’s ruling, the Supreme Court
redistricting plan, which the
court proposed, is unconstitu-
tional because its 4th District,
which takes in all of Jefferson
County, has many more people

Stumbo
looks at
court’s
districts
Justices rejected
legislative maps
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The formula is simple: Less
snow means less money spent
to clean it up.

The mild winter has had a
significant positive impact on
Louisville’s budget, requiring
the city through late February
to spend about $3.5 million less
on winter weather-related ex-
penses than through the same
period last year, city officials
say.

That “savings” comes in the
form of having to spend less on

salt, employee overtime devot-
ed to salting and brining opera-
tions and on maintaining and
operating trucks and other
winter equipment, said Greg
Hicks, assistant director of op-
erations for the Metro Depart-
ment of Public Works and As-
sets.

Chris Poynter, spokesman
for Mayor Greg Fischer, said
the winter-weather savings
played a large role in closing
the $12 million city budget

shortfall projected for this fis-
cal year.

Hicks said last winter’s
weather was considered fairly
typical for Louisville, and the
city spent relatively little on
weather-related work from
late February on. “I’ve got my
fingers crossed” that there
won’t be bad late winter weath-
er, he said.

Mike Crow, a technician
with the National Weather Ser-
vice at Louisville, said the 30-

day Louisville-area forecast
calls for warmer temperatures
and more rain than normal. He
said the outlook for snow-
storms is uncertain, but “I
wouldn’t rule them out. We
have another month of winter.”

Hicks and Lindsay English,
spokeswoman for the metro
works department, said the
city’s budget for dealing with
winter weather is spread
across three departments —
works, Metro Parks and Metro
Solid Waste Management. The
officials gave this breakdown
of costs from mid-December
through Feb. 20, with all three
of those departments consid-
ered:

Public Works employees Harold Guthrie, left, Donnie Keown, Alan Bartley and Ambrose Davis repair a large pothole in the alley behind
the 1600 block of Louis Coleman Way. With little snow, crews have had more time to fix potholes this winter. PAM SPAULDING/THE C-J

Mild winter has saved
Louisville $3.5 million
Crews are fixing
potholes instead
By Sheldon S. Shafer
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“I’ve got my fingers crossed” that there
won’t be adverse late winter weather.
GREG HICKS, assistant director of operations for the Metro Department
of Public Works and Assets

Kentucky Gov. Steve Be-
shear met over the week-
end with Gil Kerli-
kowske, the nation’s drug
czar, to talk about the
state’s fight against pre-
scription drug abuse.

BLOG
BYTES

MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter
Laura Ungar at Health Bytes
blog, www.courier-
journal.com/healthbytes

FRANKFORT, Ky. — In a move
criticized by advocates for eth-
ics in state government, the Be-
shear administration has fired
David Ray as inspector general
of the Transportation Cabinet.

Ray, a former agent for the
U.S. Secret Service, was hired as
inspector general 7½ years ago

under Republican Gov. Ernie
Fletcher.

He said in a telephone inter-
view Monday that he was sur-
prised when he was told Friday
afternoon by Transportation
Secretary Mike Hancock that he
was fired.

“I asked for an explanation,
but I was not given one because I
was a non-merit employee,” Ray
said.

Non-merit employees can be

fired without cause.
Chuck Wolfe, spokesman for

the cabinet, confirmed that Ray
had been fired but added that the
cabinet does not comment on
such personnel decisions. He
said no one has been named to
take Ray’s place.

Ray declined to say why he
believed he was fired.

“I’d rather not say at this
point because we’ve got some ac-
tive investigations going on, and
I don’t want to jeopardize those
investigations,” he said.

John Steffen, executive di-

rector of the Executive Branch
Ethics Commission, said he was
“very disappointed” to learn that
Ray had been fired.

“His services will be missed
by state government and by the
state at large,” Steffen said.

He said the ethics commis-
sion worked closely with Ray’s
office.

“He had referred matters to
us that we investigated, and we
sometimes referred matters to
him,” Steffen said. “He was 100

Agency’s inspector general fired
Transportation Cabinet gives no reason

By Tom Loftus
tloftus@courier-journal.com
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