
By ROGER ALFORD
Associated Press

FRANKFORT One of  the
nation’s top tobacco-pro-
ducing states would ban
residents from smoking
cigarettes in public places
under a bill that cleared
its first legislative hurdle
on Tuesday.
The House Health and

Welfare Committee voted
10-2 to protect people from

secondhand smoke inside
workplaces, jails, bars,
restaurants and even pri-
vate homes if  those resi-
dences are used for child
care or adult daycare.
The outcome was far

different than when
Chairman Tom Burch, D-
Louisville, first proposed
a statewide smoking ban
in Kentucky some three
decades ago. The

By RANDY PATRICK
Associated Press

FRANKFORT A bill to protect stu-
dents from bullying by their class-
mates died Tuesday in the House
Education Committee because
some lawmakers worried it would
give “special rights” to gay stu-
dents. 
The proposal by Rep. Mary Lou

Marzian, a Louisville Democrat,
failed to get the 15 votes it needed.
The party-line vote was 13 in favor,
10 against and three abstentions. 
Most of  the Republicans who

voted against the bill said a 2008
law sponsored by Rep. Mike Cher-
ry, D-Princeton, is a national mod-
el and sufficient. But Marzian, who
mentioned Cherry was a sponsor
of her bill, said hers was stronger
because it identifies classes of stu-
dents to be protected.
The bill mentioned abuse moti-

vated “by a student’s actual or per-
ceived race; color; religion; nation-
al origin; ancestry or ethnicity;
sexual orientation; physical, men-
tal, emotional or learning disabili-
ty; gender; gender identity and ex-
pression; or other distinguishing

personal characteristic.” 
Rep. Ben Waide, R-Madisonville,

said he feared any statute that did
not protect a Christian student’s
First Amendment rights to dis-
agree with a gay student about
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Carol Denham pleads with the Ken-
tucky House Committee on Educa-
tion to pass a bill protecting stu-
dents from bullying at the Capitol
in Frankfort on Tuesday. Behind her
is her husband, Darryl Denham.
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Dr. Sylvia Cerel-Suhl of the American Heart Association
testifies before the House Committee on Health and
Welfare as Kentucky Chamber of Commerce President
Dave Adkisson looks on at the Capitol in Frankfort on
Tuesday.

Bullying legislation rejected
House panel says bill would give
‘special rights’ to gay students
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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

RACELAND The city will
remain a member of  the
FADE Drug Task Force.
Raceland City Council

on Tuesday voted 5-1 to
authorize Mayor Don Mc-
Kee to sign a resolution
continuing the city’s par-
ticipation in the multi-
jurisdictional task force.
Councilwoman Stephanie
Ramsdell cast the only
dissenting vote. She
didn’t state her reason for
doing so.
Prior to the vote, other

council members ex-
pressed misgivings about

staying in FADE, saying
they didn’t believe the ex-
pense of  keeping an offi-
cer in the task force was
justified by the results the
city was getting from do-
ing so. 
In particular, Council-

man Eddie Cumpton Jr.
said he knew of places in
the city where illegal ac-
tivity was taking place,
and in some cases, the
dealers were “blatant”
about their illegal activi-
ty.
But FADE Director

Ned Crisp said the task
force was doing every-
thing it could to combat
drugs in its member com-

munities, and was doing
so with a budget slashed
repeatedly even as the
drug problem has contin-
ued to escalate.
“FADE is not a silver

bullet,” he said. “What
we’re trying to do at best

Elwood Blues and Jake Blues, played by Daniel Fletcher and Brad Henshaw, respectively, sing
and dance during “The All New Original Tribute to the Blues Brothers” at the Paramount Arts
Center on Tuesday.
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GREENUP The Greenup County Fiscal
Court on Tuesday approved second read-
ings of ordinances monitoring door-to-door
sales and banning synthetic drugs.
The former requires door-to-door sales-

people to register with the sheriff’s depart-
ment before selling in the county. It also re-
quires each seller to pay a $10 fee.
Sellers will be issued photo identification

cards and will be required to wear them
where they’re clearly visible while going

from door to door, Judge-Executive Bobby
Carpenter said.
There are no penalties attached for violat-

ing the ordinance. However, “If  someone
comes to your door without an ID, you’ll
know they’re not legitimate,” Carpenter
said.
Additionally, requiring sellers to register

with the sheriff’s department gives author-
ities of record of who’s going door to door in
the county, he said.

The measure does not apply to nonprofit
organizations, church groups or youth or-
ganizations such as the Girl Scouts, Carpen-
ter said. It also applies only to the unincor-
porated areas of the county and not to any
of the cities within the county. However, the
ordinance could be passed along to the indi-
vidual cities for possible approval.
Carpenter said the ordinance was

prompted by numerous complaints about
door-to-door soliciting in the county, and by
reports of  burglaries in areas where sales-
people had been circulating.
The court also approved final reading of

a measure outlawing synthetic drugs in the
county. In so doing, Greenup became at
least the fourth area county to pass such a
law. Carter, Boyd and Rowan have all done
likewise.
In fact, Carpenter said Greenup’s ordi-

nance is based on the one passed in Rowan
County. The fiscal court there moved to out-
law synthetic drugs in November after three
students at Rowan County Senior High
School became ill after smoking synthetic
marijuana.
Products covered by the ordinance in-

Ordinances about door-to-door sales, synthetic drugs OK’d 
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Working hard to fight drug
woes in member communities,
says task force’s director

“What we’re
trying to do
at best is

hold the line.”
Ned Crisp, 

FADE director

House committee votes to
impose public smoking ban


