
day night celebration will
be just watching Cindy
Richardson. She’s Kidd-
Gilchrist’s mother, and I
am not quite sure how she
managed to get on the Su-
perdome court, but she
did. She didn’t have a cam-
era, only her telephone to
record some life-time
memories.

She didn’t force her way
to the front or do anything
to draw attention to herself.

“is is their time, not
mine. ey are the ones
who did everything,”
Richardson said.

True. But wasn’t she
proud?

“Oh, I am so proud. I
can’t even explain what
this means to Michael and
us,” she said.

She didn’t have to. Any
Kentucky fan already knew
that Kidd-Gilchrist’s father
was killed when he was
only a youngster and that
his uncle died of a heart at-
tack the same day Kidd-
Gilchrist signed his
national letter-of-intent. 

At Kentucky, where the
media spotlight never dims
for star players — and
Kidd-Gilchrist is a star
player — he had to learn to
cope with more intense
publicity than he ever had
endured and constant in-
terview requests. at was
especially difficult at times
because of a stutter he has.

Give Kidd-Gilchrist
credit. He never shied away
from interviews. Often,
with smaller groups of
media members around
him, he could show his
sense of humor and loved
laughing at his own jokes.
It never fazed him that
until after the champi-
onship game victory, he
was left in the dressing
room while Kentucky took
the four other starters —
Anthony Davis, Terrence
Jones, Marquis Teague and
Doron Lamb — and senior
sixth man Darius Miller to
the media interview room
after most postseason
games. at left primarily
Kidd-Gilchrist and Kyle
Wiltjer to deal with a horde
of media members seeking
information during the 30-

minute open locker room
period mandated by the
NCAA and the Southeast-
ern Conference. 

“at was fine. I like talk-
ing about our team be-
cause we are a great team,”
said Kidd-Gilchrist, who
met with a speech special-
ist twice a week during the
season.

I enjoyed watching him
before the start of each
game when the Wildcats
gathered in a circle at the
foul line, and he was in the
center of the circle dancing
and entertaining his team-
mates.

“I don’t know how that
got started. I am just a silly
guy, so I guess that is how it
happened. And I love to
dance. It’s just silly stuff in
there. I am not saying any-
thing. I am just dancing,”
he said.

Miller says teammates
appreciated what Kidd-
Gilchrist did each game. 

“He kind of does some-
thing every game. I don’t
remember how it came
about. It just kind of hap-
pened one day when we
were at a home game,”
Miller said. “He does a
great job getting us amped
up for the game. We have
fun with it. It gets us going,
gets us hyped up. He al-
ways shows emotion. You
might not get to see it as
much as we do, but he
shows emotion to us all the
time.”

He also likes to sing and
isn’t bashful when he sings.

“We were in a class one
day, and we had to go up

and say a little bit about
ourselves for a communi-
cations class. He actually
went up there and said he
was on “American Idol.” He
is always in the room grab-
bing a water bottle or
something in the shape of a
microphone. I keep turning
up the TV and telling him
to shut up,” Davis said. “He
can’t sing. But he just loves
to sing, especially slow
songs. Beyonce. I don’t
know what he thinks he is, I
think he is crazy.”

His mother doesn’t do
anything crazy. She was at
almost every game, but sel-
dom could you tell if she
was excited. She kept a
calm look on her face no
matter what happened,
and even if he took one of
his many hard falls, it was
like she knew he would get
up. It was almost the same
when she was hospitalized
before Christmas, and
while he worried, he did
not let it impact his play.

at’s why I was glad to
finally do something for the
Gilchrist family Monday,
even if it was just taking
pictures of her with friends
on the court holding a
championship T-shirt. See-
ing that smile on her face at
the same time her son was
beaming on the podium
truly was priceless and will
be one of the most special
memories I’ll have from
this tournament. Maybe it
was the parent in me — or
possibly the grandparent
— that understood just
how special Monday night
was for that family. 

To have her ask me to
even take the photos and in
a small way do something
for Kidd-Gilchrist, a player
I think I’ve enjoyed watch-
ing as much or more than
any player ever to play at
Kentucky, even made me
smile and still does.

However, seeing Kidd-
Gilchrist on the media in-
terview podium after the
Wildcats won the national
title was an even more
touching moment. Call it a
final reward after what was
likely his final UK game be-
fore he heads to the NBA.

But what it really meant
was that he had kicked
down another barrier by
handling himself fine in the
national spotlight and
given countless youngsters
who may have the same
speech problem a source of
inspiration. ings like that
you just don’t forget.
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“I was like, ‘What?’ I did-
n’t know that,” said Huston,
who stayed up to watch the
game Monday night, then
went and set fireworks off
outside after the game.

His younger brother,
Brogan, 7, thought Tues-
day’s celebration, “was
going to be awesome.” He
was excited to see his fa-
vorite players, Doron Lamb
and Kyle Wiljter.

The two brought Logan,
8, along with them. He
wanted to see his favorite
player, Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist.

Bird and his group were
just a few of the roughly
20,000 fans who packed
Rupp Arena to welcome
home their national cham-
pion Kentucky team.

Fans began lining up
about 6 a.m. for the 8 a.m.
ticket giveaway, and about
15 minutes before the team
arrived, there did not seem
to be an empty seat to be
found.

Robert and Traci Long of
Lexington brought their
children, Will, 8, and
Sophia, 4.

“I came out at 8:30 and
picked up tickets,” Robert
Long said. “It was a short
line. The kids stayed up late
to watch the game, and
now we’re going to cele-
brate.”

Will Long wanted to see
his favorite player, Anthony
Davis.

“He’s a good shooter and
he’s a good shot blocker. He
blocks all of the shots,” he
said.

His father liked the way
the Wildcats played as a
team despite all their indi-
vidual abilities.

“They just seemed ot be
good kids. They’re fun to
root for because they’re the
epitome of a team,” he said.
“They seem to, although
they are all very talented,
they give up for one an-
other and they set a good
example of what a team
should look like and, of
course, they’ve been vey
successful.”

Heather Seltsam had to
“fly down here” at 9:30 in
hopes of getting tickets for
herself and her son Mar-
shall, 10, and daughter,
Morgan, 8.

“We talked last night
about going, but we all
slept late. But we went and
came down here anyway,”
she said.

The three were at the
memorabilia table getting
all the souvenirs they could
before the celebration
began.

“Earlier today, we forked
out 75 dollars and that was
30 (more),” said Seltsam,
who also came down for
the 1998 celebration when
Kentucky won its seventh
national title.

LEXINGTON (AP) — An-
other championship banner
has been unfurled at Rupp
Arena.

Kentucky’s basketball
team returned home to its
adoring fans Tuesday, after
defeating Kansas 67-59
Monday night to win the
school’s eighth NCAA
championship.

The team got an endorse-
ment from Kentucky Gov.
Steve Beshear as one of the
all-time greats.

“There is more talent on
this team than I’ve ever seen
on one team in my life,”
Beshear told reporters be-
fore the half-hour rally. “And
you would think with that
would come huge egos that
would be hard to corral. But
coach Cal (John Calipari)
and these kids pulled it to-
gether and they played un-
selfishly like a team the
whole year. That’s why they
won this championship.”

The governor said he
wished the rule on early de-
partures for the NBA would
change so players would
stay in school longer.

“But right now that’s the
way it is, and you can’t
blame the kids,” he said.
“When there’s millions of
dollars laying out there for
them to get if they go pro, it’s
pretty hard to say no to that.”

The NBA wasn’t able to
change its draft eligibility
rules during collective bar-
gaining last year. The rules
require an American player
to be 19 years old and a year
out of high school. The play-
ers’ association would only
agree to form a committee
to discuss changes.

While NBA commis-
sioner David Stern says the
NBA “would love to add a
year,” he’s pleased that the
age limit, instituted in 2005,
has kept NBA scouts out of
high school gyms.

Tuesday’s rally punctu-
ated a raucous few days in
Lexington as the Wildcats
marched toward the na-
tional title.

On Saturday night, rowdy
fans swarming the streets
overturned cars and torched
couches after the Wildcats
defeated rival Louisville in a
national semifinal game.

After the championship
game, numerous small fires
were set, dozens were ar-
rested and one man was
wounded by gunfire as fans
again filled the streets near
campus.

Doctors amputated the
foot of a man shot during
raucous street celebrations
and police said Tuesday
they were trying to find the
shooting suspect. Harold
Calloway, 31, remained hos-
pitalized Tuesday, police
spokeswoman Sherelle
Roberts said. Calloway was
shot about 2 a.m. EDT as
Kentucky fans were cele-
brating.

The man was shot in the
foot, which had to be ampu-
tated because of the extent
of the injuries, police told
the Lexington Herald-
Leader.

The celebrations around
Lexington went on into the
early-morning hours. Police
said more than 50 people
were arrested, and a fire of-
ficial said 56 fires, all but one
minor, were reported. There
were also 25 emergency
medical runs.

Police Chief Ronnie
Bastin said those arrested
were charged with offenses
that included disorderly
conduct, criminal mischief
and resisting arrest, and
dozens of citations for alco-
hol-related offenses also
were issued. 

Beshear blamed the may-
hem on a small “bunch of
knuckleheads” who “got
carried away.” He said the
overwhelming majority of
Kentucky students had fun
without causing trouble.

“That’s a very minor part
of a very exciting moment
for Kentucky,” he said.

Beshear
praises

Cats

VIEWS, from B1

FANS, from B1
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Michael Kidd-Gilchrist became a Kentucky fan favorite with his all-out intensity and waved to the fans Tuesday as they cheered his arrival at the
national championship celebration.


