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Mallard Fillmore

Thoughts
about a
penny 

CHICAGO — According
to my children, I am the
only person in America

who wastes her time
bending over to pick
up a penny. 

“It’s not worth it,”
they say, and gosh I
hate it when they’re
right about nostal-
gia-related issues.
Did you know that if
you stop to pick up a

penny and it takes you more than
6.15 seconds, the action pays less
than the federal minimum wage?
And this estimate, given by a met-
allurgist to e New Yorker back
in 2008, is probably out of date by
now. 

Indeed, my sons, ages 11 and
13, have lived in a world where a
large gumball costs 50 cents.
Once, when I had the great ex-
cuse of not having any coins with
which to crank out a meager
handful of M&M’s, one of them
asserted that it bordered on crim-
inal that candy-dispensing ma-
chines didn’t accept credit cards
because “who carries around
exact change?” 

Not me. 
I grew up in a time when

“penny candy” still existed — I’m
not old enough to remember
when you could get more than
one piece per cent, but the term
still meant something at my cor-
ner store — but I rarely carry
change.   

Finding a penny on the street
feels like a blessing, like the uni-
verse’s sign of abundance. It may
not buy anything by itself but,
helloooo, it’s money. Legal ten-
der. It’s got Lincoln’s face on it
and is worth 1/100th of a buck. 

Still, our neighbors to the
north have got the right idea. 

Last week, Jim Flaherty,
Canada’s finance minister, an-
nounced the end of the Canadian
penny, a coin that costs about 1.6
cents to produce. He estimated
that in addition to sparing citi-
zens the time it takes to tidy up
their penny-littered dressers, it
would also save the government
11 million Canadian dollars per
year — not exactly chump
change. 

Back here, Treasury Secretary
Tim Geithner recently proposed
changing the makeup of pennies
and nickels, which cost 2.4 cents
and 11.2 cents each to produce,
in addition to other improved ef-
ficiencies in currency production,
to save $75 million in the next fis-
cal year. 

Nice try, but no cigar. We just
don’t need pennies anymore. Go
down to any college campus and
you’ll find that nearly every vend-
ing machine accepts debit and
credit card payments even for
snacks that cost less than a dollar.
Back in 2009, the Salvation Army
rolled out card-swipeable red ket-
tle stands and last Christmas
started taking kettle donations by
way of mobile devices. 

Usually, I despise the idea of
“getting with the times” just for
the sake of patting ourselves on
the back and boasting about the
“digital age.” But if Canada can
learn to round its transactions to
the nearest nickel, by golly so can
we. 

You could scoff that the dollars
we’d save by getting rid of our
penny would be but drops in the
bucket of our horrible budget cri-
sis — and you’d be right. 

But if nothing else, it would
save the sanity of adults who
can’t bear to live in a world where
children walk past actual money
because it’s too worthless for
their time. 

Esther Cepeda’s email address is es-
therjcepeda@washpost.com. 
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V.P. choice a ‘game changer’? 
Arecent HBO docudrama

titled “Game Change”
has created a stir among

critics and political
pundits. e movie
starring Julianne
Moore as Sarah
Palin and Ed Harris
as Sen. John McCain
purports to be a be-
hind-the-scenes
look at the naming
of Alaska Gov. Sarah

Palin as McCain’s running mate
in the 2008 presidential election.
It is based on a book of the same
title written by two noted political
analysts, John Heilemann and
Mark Halperin. Both McCain and
Palin refused to review the film,
and the former has denounced
the TV production as an attempt
at character assassination of his
V.P. choice.

Conservative commentators
also have criticized the film for
concentrating on a relatively
small part of the Heilemann-
Halperin book, which also de-
voted a large part to the primary
campaigns of Democratic candi-
dates Sens. Barack Obama and
Hillary Clinton. 

e book investigated the
machinations of a particularly vi-
cious primary fight and discussed
in particular Clinton’s arguments
with her campaign strategists
over how to play the anti-Ameri-
can harangues of Obama’s
Chicago pastor Rev. Jeremiah
Wright. Her campaign manager
wanted to use videotape showing
Obama present during one of

Wright’s virulent sermons while
Clinton chose to soft pedal the in-
formation for fear of offending a
large church-going part of the
African-American community.

Another chapter unearthed in-
formation about Bill Clinton’s at-
tempts to get Sen. Ted Kennedy’s
endorsement for his wife. Accord-
ing to the authors, the former
president repeatedly begged for
Kennedy’s support, and later the
Massachusett’s senator (who en-
dorsed Obama) made fun of Clin-
ton’s Arkansas accent while
mimicking his “but I love you”
phone message. Clinton also sup-
posedly remarked to Kennedy
that when they were both presi-
dential candidates Obama
would’ve been “bringing us cof-
fee.” 

e book also is critical of Sen.
John Edwards, as well as his wife.
Edwards reportedly wanted
Obama to promise the post of at-
torney general or vice president
in exchange for Edwards’ sup-
port. Obama turned him down by
saying that if he accepted such a
deal he wouldn’t be a very good
president. 

Edwards’ wife, often portrayed
in the press as the cancer-stricken
wife of a philandering husband, is
painted in less positive tones in
“Game Change” as a “badgering”
spouse.

Back to the HBO production.
e gist of the plot is that Mc-
Cain’s campaign strategists led by
Steve Schmidt (played by veteran
character actor Woody Harrel-
son) latched onto a strategy to

woo women voters away from the
Democratic candidates. e the-
ory was that disgruntled Hillary
Clinton supporters would be ripe
for the picking due to Clinton’s
being shoved aside in favor of
lackluster Sen. Joe Biden as a run-
ning mate. 

According to Schmidt himself,
in their zeal for this demographic
ploy, the campaign failed to prop-
erly vet the Palin candidacy, and
they ended up with a candidate
ill-prepared for the rigors of a
presidential campaign and a po-
sition just a “heartbeat away”
from an older presidential candi-
date.

After several interviews, which
featured Palin gaffs such as one
“can see Russia from Alaska,” the
Republican vice-presidential can-
didate showed herself to be woe-
fully ill-prepared for “primetime.”
She did not know why there was a
North and South Korea nor un-
derstand what the function of the
Federal Reserve is.

e McCain campaign ended
up trying to protect Palin from the
press and limit its access to her.
Despite this, McCain still stands
by his choice, and Schmidt indi-
cates that Palin’s folksy soccer
mom appeal was a net gain for
the campaign. One thing is cer-
tain however, the V.P. choice did
not lure away women voters from
the Obama-Biden ticket. Palin
support came largely from older,
white males, a demographic al-
ready solidly behind McCain.

In regard to this review of the
2008 campaign, CNN commenta-

tor John King said “Mickey
Mouse” could have won on the
Democratic ticket as the election
was really a referendum on the
George W. Bush presidency,
which had featured a question-
able invasion of Iraq and a finan-
cial meltdown of Wall Street and
the real estate market — not to
mention the 9/11 terrorist attacks
(which our intelligence commu-
nity seemed to be unprepared
for). 

One can also question the
premise that the choice of a vice-
presidential running mate is in
any way a “game changer.” 

In 1952, did people vote for
General Dwight D. “Ike” Eisen-
hower because he’d selected the
junior senator from California,
Richard Nixon, as his running
mate? 

In 1980, did the voters elect ex-
actor and California governor
Ronald Reagan president because
of his vice-presidential choice,
George H.W. Bush, an ex-con-
gressman from Maine? 

Most political candidates deny
they are even interested in the
position. In the immortal words
of “Texas Jack” Garner, one of
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s vice presi-
dents: (to paraphrase) “e job
ain’t worth a bucket of warm
spit!”

Dan Norvell, who retired to Danville
after a career in educational publishing
and more than 20 years teaching over-
seas, admits to volunteer work in presi-
dential campaigns while a student in
Washington, D.C.
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Administration
must be defeated

Dear Editor,
Since the Democrats have a dis-

mal record to run on for this year’s
presidential election, they simply
say all this bad is good — with
statements like “unemployment
and/or the checks the unem-
ployed draw are good for the econ-
omy” or “this recession is good for

us as it will make us tougher.” ey
also are saying if the Supreme
Court rules Obamacare unconsti-
tutional it will be a positive thing
for him. at is absolutely ridicu-
lous.

So, since they have blamed it all
on George Bush, by their reason-
ing they would have to say that Mr.
Bush did a good thing for us. But of
course they would never do that.

As for the Affordable Health

Care Act (Obamacare), I would
call it the Unaffordable Health
Care Act, because I believe the in-
surance it will “force” people to
buy (if upheld by the court) will
skyrocket, as well as any health
care one receives under it. As for
senior citizens, I think they will
simply be shoved over the cliff, so
to speak.

I hope and pray the voters will
wake up and realize what this ad-

ministration is doing to this coun-
try and vote them out this Novem-
ber! ey are, via their policies,
defeating our country, so they
must be defeated in the upcoming
election. Mr. Obama, Attorney
General Eric Holder and the like
seem much more concerned
about the so-called rights of our
enemies than of our own rights
and freedoms!

Tom Hines


