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CONTACT BRIDGE BY STEVEN BECKER

Bidding Quiz
It is said that if you go to three dif- gest."

ferent doctors to have an ailment D. Oakie: "With a degree of
diagnosed, you'll get three different restraint, I merely say that any
opinions. Well, the same thing is true answer other than two notrump will
if you consult a group of bridge not reflect creditably upon the one
experts about a bidding problem. As who advocates it."
proof, we otfer the following ques- V. Remey: "Three clubs. Two
tion presented by Bridge World mag- notrump is a strong second choice,
azinc many years ago to 44 nation- but T feel T have the right cards to jus-
ally known experts. tify a one-round force."

You are South, hoth sides vulncr- W. Rosen: "Two spades. After
able. The bidding has been: going to the two-level, a preference
North East South West docs justice to the hand."
I ... Pass 2. Pass A. Sheinwold: "Two notrump.
2 'If Pass 0 Where, oh where, is the problem?"

What do you now bid with the (Said Morehead: "We dunno. Have
following hand? you seen your regular partner,

... Q5 'If 17 • A17643 +A96 Kaplan, lately?")
* * * It can be seen that there was quite

The panel voted: 21 for two a diversity of opinion. This writer
notrump; 18 for three clubs; five for feels that a strong effort to reach
two spades. game should be taken with these

Here are comments by some of cards. Consequently, the three-club
the panelists: bid, which has the virtue of being

H.H. Harvey: "A clear-cut two- forcing, is favored here.
notrump bid." Two spades seems inadequate

L. Hazen: "Three clubs seems to because it is not sufficiently forward-
give greater mobility, but 1 would going. Two notrump, although theo-
accept two notrump or two spades." rctically stronger than two spades,
(Said Albert Morehead, who con- does not show the full strength of the
ducted the poll: "An amiable type, hand, and might also make the wrong
anyway.") hand declarer in notrump (particu-

E. Kaplan: "Two spades. I'm not larly if partner has the queen of
enthusiastic ahout the prospects of a clubs).
notrump contract unless partner can However, readers have the free-
bid two notrump over two spades. dom to decide the issue for them-
However, 1do have good values for a selves. You pays yer money and you
spade contract, which I want to sug- takes yer choice.

Tomorrow: Imaginative defense.
f:r:!o12 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Thursday's unlisted clue: PUJOLS
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Friday's unlisted clue hint: Thoroughfare Lined with Buildings

Acronym
Apollo
Asking
Avenues

Beasts
Charms
Cloudy
Clover

Deductions
Deluded
Mideast
Praising

Priced
Sparks
Swarms

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS 40 Perfect
1 "Twilight" 42 Slip
werewolf 43 Fake

6 Duel gems
count 44 Exorbitant

11 Conduc- 45 Insolent
tor Seiji look

121n the
area

13 Cavalry
weapon

14 So out,
it's in

15 Yale
student

16 Baseball's
Mel

18 Road
rescue

19 Signing
need

20 Greek
letters

21 Clumsy
fellow

22 Occur
24 Getting

on
25 Give a

new
name to

27 Come
together

29 Rough
homes

32 Cart
puller

33 Bind up
34 Bowler,

e.g.
35 Machines 32

with RAM f-35-+-----f-
36 Method
37 Historic

time
38 Jeweler's

aid
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DOWN
1 Nativity
figure

2 Honey-
suckle's
cousin

3 Cockpit
gauge
reading

4 Have
debts

5 His title
is
"Sir"

6 Divides
7 Homer's
dad
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NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (checklm.o.) to
Thomas Joseph Book 1, P.O.Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS

"I saw a snowflake! Where's
my sled?"
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JUST WENT OFF

SHE SAID IF IPAY CLOSE
AnENTIONI IMIGHT F/GUf?E
OUT WHAT YOUf? MOM WOULD
LIKE FOf? VALENTINE'S DAY.

Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The
sign name is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for
convenience. For best results, readers should refer to the dates
following each sign.
A baby born today has a Sun in Aquarius and a Moon in Libra if
born after 11:54 am (PST). If born before that time, the Moon is
in Virgo.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, Feb. 10,2012:
This year you Juggle work, relationships and a long-term dream. You
might lean one way or another during parts of the year. Depending
on your background and needs, you will feel more comfortable
dealing with a specific area. If you are single, you'll meet someone
quite exotic and different who opens doors you have never seen.
If you are attached, you see a dimension of your mate that is new
Accept and grow with this side. LIBRA can say awful comments
without others even realizing it until hours later.
The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; I-Difficult

- ARIES (March 21-ApriI19) **** Defer to others, especially as
you are focused on a key matter. Let them carry the ball, but be
ready for a surprise or two. You cannot control others, so appreciate
their individuality. Close bonds are formed through less Judgment
Tonight: Let the weekend begin.
TAURUS (ApriI20-May 20) *** Recognize that you are human
and can do only so much. Your own level of energy will define the
possibilities. On the other hand, you could try the power of positive
thinking. The end results could be tremendously satisfying. Tonight:
Put vourfeet UD.

Pardon My Planet
APPAf?ENTLY SHE WANTS
A CHEATING HUSBAND, A
BJLLJONAIf?EBOSS, AND A
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m THE WORLD AROUND THEM.,----~~""

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) ***** You might have a case
of weekend fever. Your energy and willingness to complete any
pending work demonstrate how much you want time off. Consider
your plans and expectations. Do your best to fulfill them. Tonight:
You could be a little wild.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) **** You seem to be more creative
and dynamic than you have been in a while. A situation around
work could become very strange or unusual, if it isn't alreadvl As
soon as you can, Join a friend or family member. Tonight: At home,
but don't let it be alone.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) *** Carefully finish up detailed
information in the morning. The unexpected runs riot through your
afternoon, lightening up the pace and your mood - if you have a
sense of humor. In what appears to be nothing less than a gawky
move, someone is expressing his or her caring. Tonight: Stop. Make
time for a friend.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept 22) **** Move quickly in the am, when
you are more energized. Complications could shatter the best-laid
plans in the afternoon. Maintain a sense of humor, and all will end
well. Your sense of well-being grows as a result of handling this
hassle. Tonight: Treat a friend well.
LIBRA (Sept 23-0d. 22) **** You might want to postpone
plans until the afternoon. At that point, you will resolve issues
spontaneously - so much so that you might not even recognize
them. In this mood, you see only pluses. A friend tosses perhaps
too much caring on voul Tonight: Start the weekend well.
SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21) *** Use the am for meetings and
intemersonal matters. For whatever reason. vou decide to cocoon

Lockhorns

L.OOKSLIKE NOTHING
HAS IMPROVED IN
ALL THAT TIMe

and do some reflecting in the afternoon. Some of you simply might
be tired, but for many, new information causes you to take another
look at an important matter. Tonight: Not to be found.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) **** Friends surround you
and will be most responsive in the afternoon. Invitations, project
ideas and a new opportunity all might appear, adding to your
choices. Do you feel that you are on overload? Know that not
everything needs to be handled immediately. Tonight: Let go of
stress, and accept an invitation.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)*** Make a key phone call or
have an important meeting in the a.rn., when others are still in work
mode. You have a lot of responsibilities that could hold you back
from making any more commitments, or even entertaining the idea.
Tonight: Count on a late night
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) **** You might be wondering
what is best to do. This discussion involves another person helping
you to see a personal matter differently. As soon as you can, cut the
routine and take off. Invigorate your mind and body with a change
of scenery. Tonight: Open up to change.
PISCES(Feb. 19-March 20) **** You could view another's
behavior with some cynicism. You question how you can change
the direction of what is happening. Stop and remember that you
cannot change anyone; but you, personally, have options. Tonight:
Open up to a trusted friend and/or loved one.
BORN TODAY
Political commentator George Stephanopoulos (1961), radio and TV
host Glenn Beck (1964). actress Emma Roberts (1991)
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