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John W. Harper
John W. Harper, 82, a res-

ident of Danville Center for
Health and Rehabilitation,
passed away Tuesday, Feb.
7, 2012.

Survivors include a sister,
Joan Shamp of New Mexico;
25 nieces and nephews;
and many grand-nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, John
E. and Florence Harper;
three of his sisters, Betty
Ramsey, Elizabeth Ann
DeRousse and Vivian
Guinn; and a nephew,

Danny DeRousse.
John Harper served nine

years in the U.S. Navy, was a
veteran of the Korean War,
and worked for the Ohio
Meat Packers Union before
moving to Kentucky to re-
tire.

Keeping with his wishes,
there will be no public serv-
ices.

Anyone wanting to make
a donation in his memory
may do so with any of the
following charities that
meant so much to him: St.
Jude’s, Food For the Poor,
March of Dimes, Feed e
Children or Heritage Hos-
pice of Danville.

CASEY

Amanda Hilary Bell
1982-2012

LIBERTY — Amanda
Hilary Bell, 30, died
Thursday at her home in
Liberty. 

Born Jan. 12, 1982, in
Casey County, she was the
daughter of Cliff Bell and
Karen Streeval (Carey)
Stafford, both of Liberty. 

Other survivors include

her companion, Quinton
Johnson of Liberty; a son,
Conner Johnson at home;
grandparents, Harold
(Kay) Bell of Liberty, Gay
Bell of Campbellsville and
Lucille Streeval of Liberty;
a brother, Nathan Bell of
Liberty; stepbrother,
Carey Brent Stafford of
Liberty; and two stepsis-
ters, Kimberly Buck of Lib-
erty and Cindy Chappell
of Spurlington.

Services will be 1 p.m.
Saturday at McKinney-
Brown Funeral Home.

Visitation is 6-9 p.m.
today.

www.mckinneybrown.com

GARRARD

Josephine Cornelius
LANCASTER —

Josephine “Josie” Cor-
nelius, 81, of Cave Springs
Drive, died Wednesday.

She was a daughter of
the late Silas and Mary
Gadd Coffey and the
widow of Bill Cornelius. 

Survivors include two
sons, Billy Cornelius of
Mitchellsburg and Ted

Cornelius of Lancaster;
three daughters, Willie
Adams of Stanford, and
Brenda Adams and Bon-
nie Lancaster, both of
Lancaster; a brother, Bill
Coffey of Lancaster; a sis-
ter, Betsy Cornelius of
Lancaster; 12 grandchil-
dren; 24 great-grandchil-
dren; and three
g re at- g re at- g ra n d c h i l -
dren. She was preceded in
death by two sons, David
and Gary.

Services will be 1 p.m.
Saturday at Spurlin Fu-
neral Home. 

Visitation is 6-9 p.m.
today.

ELSEWHERE

Laura Mays
SPRINGFIELD — Laura

Young Mays, 81, of
Lebanon, died Feb. 7, 2012,
in Louisville.  

Services will be noon
Tuesday at Holy Rosary
Catholic Church, Spring-
field. 

Visitation will be 5:30-8
p.m. Monday at Hale-Polin-
Robinson Funeral Home.

FRANKFORT (KNCS)
— Twenty-three Kentuck-
ians, representing a broad
spectrum of public and
private sector experience
and from all corners of the
state, will serve on the
new Blue Ribbon Com-
mission on Tax Reform,
Gov. Steve Beshear an-
nounced Thursday.

The Commission, to be
led by Lt. Gov. Jerry
Abramson, will work over
the coming months to de-
velop recommendations
to make the state’s tax
code more responsive to
the ups and downs of the
economy, as well as to
make taxes more equi-
table for Kentuckians.

The revisions should
allow for tax revenues that
are adequate to address
the needs of the state’s cit-
izens and businesses. Rec-
ommendations are to be
made to Beshear by mid-
November.

“In order to better pre-
pare our state for the fu-
ture, we must study how
we can better align our tax
code with the principles of
fairness, business com-
petitiveness and a 21st
Century economy,”
Beshear said in a state-
ment from his office. “An
improved tax code will not
only create a more wel-
coming business environ-
ment, but will also allow
the state to invest in the
services and priorities that
best position our citizens
for success.”

In 2011, the national
Tax Foundation ranked
Kentucky 19th best in the
nation both in its business
tax climate and in the
growth rate of new jobs
over the past year.

Another recent report
by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce ranked Ken-
tucky eighth in the nation
for taxes and regulations,
and 12th for job growth
over the past two years.

Despite those high na-
tional rankings, Beshear
said the state has room to
improve its tax code in
order to encourage eco-
nomic growth.

“This effort to review
and revise our tax code is
critical, not only for our
budget outlook but also
for our future economic
success as Kentuckians,”
Abramson said. “Making
the right changes to our
tax system will allow us to
make the key investments
in education and work-
force development that
will propel Kentuckians
into a more secure and
successful economic fu-
ture.”

The Blue Ribbon Com-
mission will be assisted by
an outside consultant, as
well as advisers from both
inside and outside of state
government.

This includes the state
budget director and secre-
taries of the Executive
Cabinet, Finance and Ad-
ministration and Eco-
nomic Development, the
commissioner of the De-
partment of Revenue, the
Taxation Committee of
the Kentucky Society of
CPAs and the Taxation
Section of the Kentucky
Bar Association.

Legislators from both
the House and the Senate
will serve as ex officio

non-voting members.
The commission will

receive testimony from
outside experts, interested
groups and the general
public.

Beshear outlined five
goals for the commission’s
work, including:

n Fairness: The tax sys-
tem should treat people
equitably. The commis-
sion will review the tax
burden that different tax-
payers shoulder, from
Kentucky families to Ken-
tucky businesses, from
small businesses to big
businesses, and within
different industry sectors
in the state.

n Competitiveness:
Any changes to the tax
system should ensure that
Kentucky continues to at-
tract jobs and investment
to the state, while keeping
and protecting the jobs
and businesses we already
have. The Commission
will review how Ken-
tucky’s tax environment
compares to other states
and identify ways to im-
prove business tax com-
petitiveness.

n Simplicity and Com-
pliance: A tax system
should be easy to under-
stand and follow. The
Commission will make
recommendations to en-
sure compliance with
Kentucky’s tax system is
simple for individuals and
businesses and to ensure
efficient administration by
the state.

n Elasticity: The tax
code should allow state
revenue performance to
mirror economic per-
formance. While Ken-
tucky’s code has
performed relatively well
during the recession, rev-
enue growth has not kept
pace with changes in the
economy.

n Adequacy: The Com-
monwealth’s tax structure
should generate sufficient
funds to support critical
state services. The Com-
mission is charged with
reviewing the adequacy of
revenues from the current
tax structure and making
recommendations for im-
provement.

Appointed as commis-
sion members were: Jerry
Abramson, chairman;
Roszalyn Akins, Lexington;
Pat Mulloy, Louisville;
Jason Bailey, Berea; Dr.
Sheila Schuster, Louisville;
Jim Booth, Inez; Stu Silber-
man, Lexington; Junior
Bridgeman, Louisville; Dr.
Lee Todd, Lexington;
Rocky Comito, Shep-
herdsville; Leslie Weigel,
Bowling Green; Luther
Deaton, Nicholasville; John
Williams, Paducah; Marion
Forcht, Corbin; Joe Wright,
Harned; Rick Jordan, Wal-
ton; and Cathy Zion,
Louisville.

Six non-voting, ex offi-
cio members will repre-
sent the General
Assembly: Rep. Rick Rand
and Rep. Jim Wayne,
house majority; Rep. Bill
Farmer, house minority;
Sen. Bob Leeper and Sen.
Paul Hornback, senate
majority; and Sen. Gerald
Neal, senate minority.

The commission will
work over the next several
months, an its recommen-
dations are due to the gov-
ernor by Nov. 15.

Gov. Beshear
authorizes tax

reform
commission

By JANET PATTON

Lexington Herald-Leader

LEXINGTON (KNCS) —
Business, union and educa-
tion leaders from across the
state announced ursday
the formation of an advo-
cacy group to call for put-
ting a constitutional
amendment to expand
gambling on the November
ballot.

e Kentucky Alliance for
Jobs, a tax-exempt 501(c)4
that can raise funds and
spend on political cam-
paigns and legislation, will
be a grass-roots lobbying
group, said Dave Adkisson,
president and CEO of the
Kentucky Chamber of Com-
merce.

e group has not raised
money and does not have a
budget, he said.

He said the primary pur-
pose of the coalition, which
includes his group as well as
key education, labor and
equine industry groups, will

be calling lawmakers and
urging them to vote for Gov.
Steve Beshear’s constitu-
tional amendment to allow
casino gambling, once it is
introduced.

“We have a very simple
goal — let the people de-
cide,” Adkisson said.

Beshear said ursday
that he has not yet decided
when a bill will be filed, but
it could be as early as next
week.

Beshear has said he
thinks he has the 23 votes
necessary to pass the
amendment in the Republi-
can-led Senate. Adkisson
said he sees widespread
support in the state House
as well.

e coalition includes at
least 31 organizations, in-
cluding the chamber, the
Kentucky Education Associ-
ation, labor groups, and
multiple horse industry
groups. Lexington Mayor
Jim Gray also is a supporter.

While some of the mem-

ber groups listed, such as
the chamber, support ex-
panded gambling, others
only go so far as to support
putting an amendment on
the ballot.

Prichard Committee ex-
ecutive director Stu Silber-
man, also former
superintendent of the
Fayette County Public
Schools, said that the Ken-
tucky Education Action
Team, composed of educa-
tion groups from across the
state, has not put the gam-
bling question to a vote.

“At our last meeting,
members voted to support
putting the issue on the bal-
lot,” Silberman said.
“Whether they are for it or
against it, they believe it’s
important to get it settled.”

Opponents of expanded
gambling criticized the
coalition.

Lexington attorney and
former Republican guber-
natorial candidate Larry
Forgy denounced it in the

Capitol Rotunda before the
news conference.

“is is unconscionable.
We’ll impose $800 million
worth of gambling losses on
people who can’t afford a
ham sandwich,” Forgy said,
referencing estimates of the
potential gambling revenue
that tracks and the chamber
have said is possible.

e Family Foundation, a
conservative advocacy
group, called the announce-
ment “an occupation of the
Capitol Rotunda by the 1
percent” who will benefit fi-
nancially from gambling at
racetracks.

Foundation spokesman
Martin Cothran pointed to
the few lawmakers in atten-
dance at ursday’s rally as
proof they are reluctant to
take up the issue.

“If that isn’t a vote of no
confidence, we don’t know
what is,” Cothran said.
“We’re not entirely clear on
what they were there to sup-
port. ere is no bill.” 

31 organizations support putting
gambling amendment on ballot

LOUISVILLE (AP) — Public
school health screenings in
Kentucky are changing with
the times.

In a nod to the growing
problem of childhood obesity,
the state Board of Education
recently approved a proposal
that would require schools to
calculate and record a child’s
body mass index, which re-
lates to body fat. At the same
time, the proposal also elimi-
nates a decades-long practice
of checking middle-school
students for signs of the spine
condition scoliosis.

“Yes (body mass index)
should be in their health
record,” said Alison Connell,
an Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity associate nursing profes-
sor and former nurse
practitioner. “Probably, for this
next generation, obesity will
be the leading cause of death.”

e American Academy of
Pediatrics calls childhood
obesity an “epidemic,” and
recommends body mass

index screening to help with
“early identification of exces-
sive weight gain,” according to
its website. e calculations
are based on height and
weight.

Kentucky ranked third in
the number of children ages
10 to 17 considered obese at 21
percent in a 2010 study by the
non-profit public advocacy
group Trust for America’s
Health and the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. Missis-
sippi was first, at almost 22
percent, and Georgia second
at 21.3 percent. e Trust said
that as of 2011, 21 states were
calculating BMI in schools, up
from just four states in 2005.

“We know that childhood
obesity can lead to various ad-
ditional health risks, such as
Type 2 diabetes, high blood
pressure, coronary heart dis-
ease” and others, said Dr.
Amber Pendleton, a pediatri-
cian at University of Louisville
Pediatrics.

Pendleton said early inter-
vention is “crucial in preven-
tion of these complications.”

e effectiveness of scolio-

sis screenings in schools has
been under question for sev-
eral years.

e screenings have been
conducted in Kentucky public
schools for at least 20 years,
said Lisa Gross, spokeswoman
for the state Department of
Education. But Gross noted
the effectiveness of the screen-
ings has been called into ques-
tion by both the AAP and the
United States Preventative
Services Task Force, a federal
agency that does research on
health care effectiveness.

e task force recom-
mended against routine
screening for scoliosis in 2004;
four years later, the AAP, the
American Academy of Or-
thopaedic Surgeons, the Scol-
iosis Research Society and the
Pediatric Orthopaedic Society
of North America joined to
urge further research into the
practice, saying they “do not
support any formal recom-
mendations against scoliosis
screenings, given the available
literature.”

Scoliosis, a condition in
which the spine develops a

curve, can require surgery if
left untreated. Screenings can
catch the condition at an early
stage, said Dr. B. Stephens
Richards, a Dallas orthopaedic
surgeon who is president of
the Scoliosis Research Society.

A study is under way in
both the U.S. and Canada that
doctors hope will provide an-
swers to whether treating sco-
liosis with a brace is effective,
said Dr. Richard M. Schwend,
a pediatric orthopaedic sur-
geon in Kansas City, Mo., and
chairman of the AAP’s section
on orthopaedics.

Richards acknowledged
that states are gradually taking
the scoliosis-screening regula-
tion off the books.

“at’s our concern,”
Richards said. “We take off the
awareness of scoliosis and as
that awareness is further
deemphasized, we’re going to
see probably an increase in the
number of children who will
present with severe curves be-
cause they were never recog-
nized at a time when they
would have been treated oth-
erwise.”

By JANET CAPPIELLO

Associated Press

Ky. schools to track students’ body mass index


