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Sweeney named
President Johnson has named

John L. Sweeney to be the fed-

eral government's
of the Appalachian Regional
Commission, set up to adminis-
ter the Appalachian program re-
cently approved by Congress.

Sweeney served as assistant to
Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. in the
original Appalachian planning
force and has been the top Ap-
palachian planner for the past
several months.

Indications from Washington
are that studies of "subregions"
in Appalachla and project In-

ventories are scheduled for com-
pletion by May 15. Then the
regional commission staff will
match project proposals against
each area's growth prospects as
indicated by economic studies.
Those that ''fit" will be in line
for quick funding under the pro-
gram.

The Appalachian Dill is de-

signed to "beef up" the region's
economic strong points instead
of channeling money only into
depressed localities. Adminis-
tration officials have talked of
concentrating the $1.1 billion
in funds on 50 to 60 "growth
canters" and have encountered

Woodcrafters start
By LARRY CAUDILL

Start of a woodcraft industry is
under way at Blackey.

Blackey Woodcrafters was or-

ganized last week at a meeting
at Blackey school.

The Woodcrafters officers are
Bill Caudlll, president; J. W.
Back, vice president; Donna
Flack, treasurer; Mrs. Vivian
Niece, secretary.

Classes in woodworking are be-

ing started under Larry Herman,
sculptor and ceramics artist, who
became interested in the Blackey
area and came to the Blackey
Craft Center from Washington,
D. C. , to offer his services in
other projects.

The woodcraft organization i
under the guidance of represen-
tatives of the Council of the
Southern Mountains, Berea.

They are Isaac Vanderpool and
Sylvia Forte, education projects

and Larry' Great-hous- e,

Manpower and Office of
Economic Opportunity field rep-
resentative.

Others in the pro-

ject are Jack Niece, area youth
development agent for the Eas-

tern Kentucky Resources Develop-
ment Project at Quicksand; Vivi-
an Niece, Hazard; Phyllis Back,
home economics teacher at
Whitesburg High School; Mrs.
Lundy Adams and Blllie Jo Cau-di- ll.

Several interested in woodwork-
ing are learning the craft. First
products, it was decided, will be
Kitchen stools. Then the group
will extend to wooden center-
piece bowls, wall hangers, pic-
ture frames, etc. , in designs
which will Identify the Items as
distinctive products of Kentucky
mountain woodcraft.

The Berea were
interested in the project through
Perley F. Aver, executive secre-
tary of the Council of the South-
ern Mountains.

Vanderpool now is working on
a project for training more wo-

men as rug makers for the Hound
Dog Hookers of the Blackey Craft
Center.

The Blackey cleanup and beau-tificatl- on

has struck a small snag
in efforts to improve the area of
die site of the now demolished
L&N depot.

The sponsors propose to create
a flower garden in the small tri-

angle of land In the front of the

criticism for this concept, but
they say tbey are really focus-
ing on that many "subregions"
which will cover the program's
entire territory.

The bill provides no funds to
upgrade human resources; this
will have to come from anti-pover- ty

funds, aid to education
and other efforts.

Sweeney said there is a "sub-
stantial pool of venture capital"
In the country that has bypassed
Appalachla because of deficien-
cies in human and physical re-

sources. The Appalachian bill
is supposed to overcome the de-

ficiencies, Sweeney said.
"Make it accessible, protect It

from floods, afford it vocational
training, health and other facil-
ities, and Industry is bound to go
in there," says Sweeney of the
Appalachian region.

Appalachian planners see Im-

proved agriculture, logging and
tourism as the particular poten-
tial of Eastern Kentucky.

The planners indicate they nope
to tailor size and location of sew-

age plants, weight capacity of
roads, etc., to their prospective
uses.

Preshyterian Church and tne cralt
Center. (One proposal is to have
the garden set in the pattern of a
pioneer hooked rug.)

They would like to give it a
distinctive mountain touch with
an rail fence.

This will need about 500 split
rails. Since the whole project is
being done "on a shoestring" and
little cash money, they are "up a
stump" as to how to acquire rails
for the fence and lawn grass seed
for the depot area, the church
yards and the garden triangle.

If anybody, fer or nigh, nas any
suggestion for solving the dilemma
he is hopefully invited to contact
the writer (at Whitesburg Appa-
lachian Hospital for the time be-

ing) or Mrs. Lundy Adams at
Blackey.

Time's because
spring Is over yonder just beyond
the next snowstorm.

Whitesburg hospital
increases bed
capacity to 85

The Whitesburg Appalachian
Regional Hospital has increased
its Ded capacity from 61 to 85
and has added nine employees
to care for the heavy patient
load, hospital officials said.

The hospital Is running at 91
per cent of capacity.

Dr. Karl Kllcka of Lexington,
president of Appalachian Region-
al Hospitals Inc. , said more than
90 per cent of the 1, 010 beds in
the ARH system were filled during
the first 15 days of March.

This was the largest w of
patients since the non-pro- fit or-

ganization began business in Oc-

tober of 1963, D'. Klicka said.
During the first 15 days of

March, the hospitals provided
14, 636 days of patient care.

Other Kentucky ARH occupan-
cy rates for the first half of this
month Include:

Harlan, 83.2; Hazard, 103.9;
McDowell, 81.7; Mlddlesboro,
88.2; Plkevllle, 85, and South
Williamson, 82.7.

Beckley, W. Va., ARH hos-

pital reported 96.5 per cent of
its beds filled for the month.
Man, W. Va., ARH reported
83.9 and Wise, Va., was 85.5
full.

WHEN THE TREES ARE GONE A recent issue of The Mountain Eagle carried a story concerning
the timbering Industry in Letcher County in the early part of this century and a picture of a log
reported to be the largest cut here. Soil Conservationist Cecil Hensley says this picture shows
what happens to land when the timber is cut and not replaced--- it is gullied and worthless. The
land h,as been used at a' faster rate than it has grown back, he says, but reforestation projects
now under way can restore it to use once again. Shortleaf pine, loblolly pines, white pine,
yellow poplar, black locust and black walnut trees--an- d the labor, to plant them--ar- e availa-
ble free under a program explained in the story below.

Trees and planters free
Letcher County landowners with

bare land have an unusual oppor-
tunity this spring to get it planted
in trees.

Under a new program worked
out recently, members of the un-

employed fathers work crews
will be used to plant the trees.

This means that landowners can
get trees planted at no cost to
themselves, since both the trees
and the labor will be free of cost.

Cecil Caudlll, the local offic-
ial of the Agricultural Stablizat-io- n

and Conservation Service,
said orders for nearly one-ha- lf

million trees already have been
received by the ASC office.

Caudlll said about 350, 000
of the 413, 500 trees requested
will be set by the jobless fathers.
The use of the fathers on private-
ly owned land is limited to areas
mined or stripped prior to enact-
ment of the Kentucky Strip Min-
ing Law and to open fields or
areas which are subject to rapid
erosdon.

Caudill also said the use of un-

employed fathers to set trees on
land where mining companies or
mining operators nave an obligat-
ion to do reclamation is prohib-
ited.

"The intent of the ASC service
is to assist all farmers and land-
owners in Letcher County to re --

vegetate and or reforest all the
barren hills to conserve our soil,
water, forests and wildlife as
well as to stop the rapid run-o- ff

of water which ravages our farms,
homes, communities and cltiev "

Caudlll said.
Any farmer or landowner who

may have one acre or more of
farmland where the soil is exposed
to the destructive forces of nat-
ure Is urged to contact the ASC
office to discuss the program and
sign up. Some who nave pre
viously Inquired about this pro-

gram and had only one or two
acres of eligible land may now be
eligible because of a recent
change In eligibility requirements.

"We are pleased to report that

FA'

during 1964, 13, 080 pounds of
burley tobacco was produced on
6. 87 acres in Letcher County.
This was an average of 1911
pounds per acre and the total
gross receulpts for the tobacco
was $8, 569. 02 or an average of
$65. 51 per 100 pounds.

"The sign-u- p under the 1965
feed grain program is progressing
much slower than we had noped.

April jurors named
Circuit Clerk Marjorie D. Ad-

ams this week released the list
of prospective jurors for the April
term of Letcher Circuit Court,
scheduled to open April 5.

The jurors will be the first to
serve in the new courthouse now
being completed.

The list includes:
Loren C. Bentley, Neon; Frank

Haynes, Jenkins; Joe Adams,
Whitesburg; Billie Day, Marion;
Walter Fields, Dongola; Walker
Pigman, Neon; Carl Bowen,
Whitesburg; Lee Hogg, Kings-cree- k;

Coy E. Wright, Roxana;
Herman Burchett, Jenkins; W, D.
Bentley, Millstone; Ray Back,
Blackey; Herbert Caudlll, Pre-

mium; Dinah Bates, Jenkins;
Daisy Hilton, Jenkins; James
Brown, Whitesburg; Viola Fra-zl- er,

Premium; Fred Boggs,
Klngscreek; W. I. DePriest,
Burdine; Sophia Hogg. Kings-cree- k;

Ollie Carter, Jenkins;
Clarence Holllman, Blackey;
Mrs. Ellis Banks, Whitesburg;
Lois Jean Joseph, Premium; No-

ra Frazier, Roxana; Sam Hancock,
Jenkins; Elsie Tucker, Neon; Ear-li- ss

Cornett, Roxana; Zola Miles,
Premium; Ada Baker, Jenkins;
Cora Ratliff, Kings creek; John
Thomas, Jenkins; Robert J. Col-

lins, Jenkins; Mrs. Ismay Sparks,
Mayklng; Alma Whltaker, Kings-cree-

Elbert Morris, Mayklng;
Ralph Brashears, Ulvah; Charlie

Htm

However, as of Thursday, March
11, a total of 39 farmers had
signed to take 169 acres of com
out of production. Those who
have been thinking about signing
up are reminded that March 26 is
the last day of the sign-u- p period.

"Write, call or come in to the
ASCS office in Whitesburg. The
phone number to call is 633-242- 6"

Caudill said.

Pitts Sr. , Whitesburg; Irene. Kln-ne- er,

Letcher; Clara Bentley,
Mayklng; Jack S. Craft, Neon;
Varsh Huff, Roxana; Fred Whlt-
aker, Roxana; Arlene Fleming,
Burdine; Squire B. Watts, Hal-li- e;

Andrew Clay, Whitesburg;
Burley Back, Blackey; Owen
Fields, Roxana; Mack Collins,
Colson; Mrs. Elmer Wright,
Fleming; Russell Collins, Whites-
burg; Sue Blair, Whitesburg; Ma-ha- la

Boggs, Roxana; McKinley
Cornett, Blackey; Ray Logan,
Colson; Bill Allen, Neon; Law-

rence Cornett, Sugar Grove;
Wlllard Hall, Colson; Venters
Cornett, Whitesburg, and bailie
Is on, Oscaloosa.

Three 'jobless fathers'
killed in fire at Harlan

1 hree men who were working
as fire fighters under a "Jobless
fathers" project in Harlan Coun-
ty were burned fatally this week
as they battled a brush fire. All
were from Harlan County.

This was the second tragedy to
strike Harlan County this month.
Earlier, three young boys were
killed when they were caught in
a cave -- in inside "an abandoned
mine as they picked up coal for
use by their families.


