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Two Great Mountain Ministers Are Now
Nearing Tile Century Mark; But Still Active
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ELDER CLABE MOSLEY
Topmost, (Knott Co.) Ky.

For several years we had heard of Elder Clabe Mosley,
and the work he had done through the ministry, and is still doing
although his age reaches to the late 90's, but until last week we
had never had the opportunity of meeting him in person. On
Tuesday, Sept. 6, Elder W. S. Tolliver, of Neon, and the writer,
W. P. Nolan, of The Eagle, decided to take a little jaunt over to
Topmost, in Knott County, to see if we could locate the elderly
minister, and chat for a while with him. Inquiring along the
road from neighbors, as to where Mr. Mosley lived, we finally
were directed to a little farm home on Roaring Branch of Right
Beaver Creek. But Mr. Mosley was not there, the home was
locked up, and the little one-roo- shack where we were told Mr.
Mosley slept, was also locked up. This was the home of his
daughter, Mrs. Millie Hall. Inquiring from next-doo- r neighbors
as to the whereabouts of Mr. Mosley, they told us he had gone to
visit with another daughter, Mrs. Susan Hall who lives at
McDowell, Ky., in Floyd County. Somewhat discouraged at not
finding Elder Mosley at home, Mr. Tolliver and the writer again
started out in search of the aged and beloved minister. From in-

quiries it could easily be seen that everyone knew and loved
Mr. Mosley. Driving along, Mr. Tolliver pointed to many homes
he knew in boyhood days and as a minister in that section of
Knott county, he knew by first name a surprisingly large num-
ber of citizens of Right and Left Beaver Creeks. He even knew
where the old home place of Mrs. Bert T. Combs was, also was
acquainted in former years with her father, Big Joe Hall, as he
was known, and who for many years was a very prominent figure
of that section, but let's move on in search of Mr. Mosley ....
Mr. Tolliver, feeling confident that he knew the region, although
many roads had been built, and changes had been made; first
over one hill and down another, up creek and down creek, over
rough, but graveled roads, we decided we had better ask more
questions as to just where we were. This inquiry at a little coun-

try store brought the reply, "You are 12 miles off course, this
is Big Mud". Mr. Tolliver stated that he had heard of Big Mud
but that he had never been there before. So, back-trac- k we went
the 12 miles to High Hat, where we asked again for more in-

formation, this being given, we headed again in Search of Mc-

Dowell. Many roads switching to the right and to the left kept
us somewhat confused, but eventually we reached McDowell.
But where was Mr. Mosley? Inquiry after inquiry gave us no
satisfaction. The writer was almost ready to give up the search,
but Mr. Tolliver was willing to keep on inquiring. Finally, we
stopped for a refreshing cold drink at. a little store, the day
seemed unusually hot, and drinks were in much demand. This
time, everyone in the little store seemed to know Mr. Mosley and
his daughter, Mrs. Susan Frazier, wife of James Frazier. "You
have passed him up," they said. It was a mile or more back and
across the creek, near the orphans home and opposite a grocery
store, they said. So, again we back-tracke-d, finally reaching
near the exact location, a small boy pointed the home to us, the
home as we said before, Mr. and Mrs. James Frazier where Mr.
Mosley was living at the time.

We were courteously received by members of the family
and welcomed in. Mr. Tolliver had met Mr. Mosley many times
before as well as members of the family, so he was no stranger,
but the writer was a total stranger. Mr. Mosley seemed in the
best of spirits and in excellent health; we were soon made to feel
at home, and Mr. Mosley and his daughter were very pleasant to
talk to. After brief conversation, we stated to them our mission,
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KOPPINGER TO HEAD
MUSIC ASSOCIATION

At a meeting of the South-
eastern Kentucky Music Associ-

ation held in Harlan on Sunday
afternoon, September 11, John
Koppinger, Director of Music at
Lynch High School was elected
president of the association for
the .current school year. Mr.
Koppinger has been Director of
Music at the Lynch High School
for some eight or ten years and
is recognized as one of Eastern

Kentucky's best band directors.
It is predicted he will have a
most successful year since the
directors, principals and super-
intendents present all seemed
enthusiastic regarding the mu-
sic program in Southeastern
Kentucky for the school year
just now beginning.

In turning over the gavel C.
V. Snapp, who was president of
the association last year, ex-

pressed appreciation for the fine
cooperation he received from
school administrators and mu
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ELDER SCOTT BURKE
Halo, Ky.

Eider Scott Burke Pictured in Center with his Sons,
Left, Joe; Right, London Bailey Burke

t Being told by Mr. Mosley of his good friend, Eld. Scott Burke,
who was also a native of the same section, being a minister and
also about the same age as he, we again started out in search of
a man who was equally as well known, and was also nearing the
century mark, yet still active in church work. This search after
more and more inquiring eventually lead us to the home of a son,
Joe Burke, who lives at Halo, Ky. This time, as in the search
for Elder Mosley, we were told that the Elder Mr. Burke had
gone to Buchanan, Ky., (Boyd County) to live with a daughter,
Mrs. Alice Hall. Buchanan being too far away for us to travel,
we failed to meet Mr. Burke personally, but his son Joe and his
good wife and family welcomed us in and were pleased to give
us all the information concerning the aged minister that they
could. Here again Mr. Tolliver was no stranger, he had met
them before at church services and they seemed delighted for
him to call, and the writer, just a total stranger, was also given
a hearty welcome. Upon learning of our mission, about the
first thing they did was to bring out the old family Bible which
was of the very large type, and seemed to have been used for
scores of years. Turning to the place where births were register-

ed, it read: "Scott Burke, Worn in Pike County, Ky., Jan. 16, 1858."
Among other things The Book also recorded that he married

Miss Rhoda Johnson on March 14, 1878. She preceded him in
death about eleven years ago. She was born Feb. 6, 1857 in
Floyd County, according to the Bible recording.

. Mr. Burke's son stated that his father had often said that,
If I live to be 100, I want to preach on that day." He said his

father moved to Jack's Creek about 50 years ago, but now he
spends most of his time in Boyd County; said his father never
used medicine, was raised mostly as an orphan, and that his
grandfather's name was Bailey Burke. He said his father never
used tobacco, he had only seen him with one pint of whiskey in
his life, and it was used to break out the"measles on one of the
children. "My father's long life is due to love and trust in the
Lord", he said. Said his father had traveled afoot and "by horse-
back ministering to the people of bis region. He remembers one
time in particular, when his father's horse got stuck in the mud
and quicksand on the Dry Fork of Right Beaver and had to be
pulled out, couldn't tell it was quicksand until after he was stuck,
he said.

We asked about the number of descendants of Elder Burke,
this seemed to puzzle them, they did not know the exact number,
but Joe said he would estimate: His father had 12 children, 7 boys
and five girls; two of the children are dead, one boy and one
girl. The grandchildren, he thinks would be somewhere around
80; and great grand children at about 150; said his father had
been in good health, and had worked as carpenter and farmer
in former years his preaching career had been spent mostly in
Pike, Letcher and Floyd counties; said his father had preached
thousands of funerals, also had married thousands of couples,
and that he Ijad never charged anything for his services. He
stated that his father had been preaching for about 62 years,
his church fellowship was taken at Long Fork of Big Sandy
he was ordained as a minister in 1902, he said.

Joe Burke lives on Jack's Creek, near Halo, Ky. Mr. Tolliver
and the writer, W. P. Nolan, were pleased that we had made the
trip. We were invited to visit with them again and attend
church services and Association meetings. We are thoroughly
convinced that the finest people .to be found are located here in
our own mountain region.

sic directors. A resolution was
passed thanking Mr. Snapp for
the excellent job he had done.

Other officers elected at this
meeting were, Vice President,
Robert P. Johnston, Director of
Music in the Jenkins Schools;
Secretary, Miss Ruth White, Di-

rector of Music in the Evarts
Schools; Festival Manager, Ed
Minor, Director of Music, Har-
lan City School; Assistant Fes-
tival Manager, Clyde Lassiter,
Principal, Middlesboro High
School.

MAYKING MAN SHOT
WHILE HUNTING

Walter Wampler, well-know- n

Mayking citizen was shot while
hunting in Virginia early this
morning. Information is meager
about the accident. He was
rushed to Jenkins, but was trans-fere- d

to Pikeville to a Dr. Wil-
son due to injury to his eyes.

Mr. Wampler and his son were
hunting together, and the per-
son firing the gun has not been
apprehended.

Dr. Gambrel Opens
Office in W'burg

Dr. Ralph Gambrel annouces
the opeing of his office for the
general practice of medicine and
surgery on September 20, 1955.
The office will be located in the
Quillen Building next door to
the Kentucky Power Company
in Whitesburg.

Dr. Gambrel is a graduate of
the University of Louisville,
School of Medicine and intern-
ed at the Good Samaritan Hos-

pital in Lexington, Kentucky.

Mrs. Gambrel was formerly
Kathryn Webb, Mayking, Ken-

tucky.
Dr. and Mrs. Gambrel will re-

side at Mayking, Ky.

List of Grand and
Petit Jurors for
October Term, 1955

Mrs. E. L. Clemons, Ermine;
Elbert Holcomb, Gordon; Cro. C.
Caudill, Whitesburg; John Hol
comb, Ulvah; Willie Crase, Mill
stone; Leonard Morton, Isom;
Charlie Maggard, Jr., Oven
Fork; Arthur Ison, Oscaloosa;
Garland Jackson, Neon; Urias
Hall, Neon; John Fleenor, May--

king; W. V. Holbrook, Neon;
Earl Webb, Seco; James Wil-

liams, Blackey; Watson G. Cor-net- t,

Jackhornr Edward B. Ison,
Premium; America Wright, Ne
on; George Banks, Van; Nathan
Wright, Haymond; Wilson Ba
ker, Neon.

Alex Hall, Burdine; Bill Hall,
Ermine; C.A. Morefield, Jenkins;
Verlon Shepherd, Blackey; Beu-la- h

Bentley, Jackhorn; Hendrick
D. Caudill, Carcassonne; Edd
Sturgill, Southdown; Edgar
Combs, Premium; 'Harrison
Banks, Whitesburg; Bertha Blair,
Day; Johnny Boggs, Dongolia;
Arch Corentt, Blackey; John Col-

lins, Colson; Sam Foister, Jenk-
ins; Charlie Collins, Colson; Ar-

thur Watts, Hallie; Arnold
Burnes, Whitesburg; W. E.
Hammonds, Whitesburg; Troy
Polly, Mayking; "Lawrence Dix-
on, Letcher.

Kelly Ison, Oscaloosa; Shade
Adams,. Whitesburg; Troy Whit- -

aker, Banks; Henry C. Ander-
son, Crombna; Ritter Anderson,
Burdine; R. B. Caudill, Blackey;
A. J. Bates, Roxana; W. H. Wal
ters, Blackey; George Tackett,
Burdine; Sam Sergent, Demo-
crat; Cassell Caudill, Dongola;
Emmett White, Mayking; Ar--

ville Kiser, Kona; Bill P. Ser
gent, Colson; Dewey Hall, Neon;
John R. Fields, Letcher; Wil--

lard Gibson, Colson; Wesley
Hall, Beefhide; John Taylor,
Mayking; John Gibson,

State of Kentucky
County of Letcher:

I, W. L. Stallard, Jr.; Clerk,
Letcher Circuit Court certify
that the foregoing is a true and
corect list of persons drawn
from the Jury Wheel for ser-
vice as jurors at the October
Term, 1955, of the Letcher Cir-
cuit Court, as listed by Hon. C.
C. Wells, Judge of said Court.

Given under my hand this the
13th day of September, 1955.

W. L. STALLARD, JR.
Clerk, Letcher
Circuit Court.

E. G- - Skaggs, Former
School Board Member
Replies To Eagfe Articles

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE AND
CITIZENS OF LETCHER COUNTY:

I served as school board member for eight years, and I
served you faithfully and loyally. I stood at all times for what
I felt was the best interest of the children of Letcher County.

For the past few weeks I have noticed some editorials and
a letter appearing in The Mountain Eagle, in which there is an
attempt to discredit the present school administration. Having
served on the school board up until April of this year, and having
a knowledge of what has taken place in the operation of your
schools, I feel it my duty to clarify the situation by giving you
the truth about what has happened in your school system. It
is difficult for me to conceive the idea of a man who professes
to be a minister of the Gospel being so careless with the truth
as to make statements that have no foundation of fact. It is
difficult for me to conceive of a man who professes to be a
Christian holding so much malice in his heart that he would
stoop to untruths in an effort to poison the minds of the people
against those who have the responsibility of conducting our
schools.

Ray Collins, with whom I served on the board, makes the
statement in The Eagle that he does not know what has gone
with the funds of the Letcher County Board of Education. He
makes this statement despite the fact that he served as chairman
of the board until January of this year, and as the chairman he
signed and voted for every claim that was paid.

He further states that there was $56,000 in the treasury at
the beginning of the fiscal year 1954, when the new superintend-
ent took office. He insinuates that this $56,000 has been wasted.
However, he does not tell you about the difficult problems the
new superintendent inherited from the previous administration.
He does not tell you that the Whitesburg School became so over-
crowded in the school year 1953-5- 4 that it was necessary for
Dave Craft to impose upon one of the churches in town for
classroom space. He does not tell you that as many as two
classes at a time had to be taught in the grade school auditorium.
Yet, when July 1954 came around, he and Dave Craft had done
nothing to corect this situation. He does not tell you that it was
necessary this past year to build five additional classrooms for
the Whitesburg School af a cost of $38,720. Neither does he tell
you that it was necessary to buy three new school buses at a
cost of $12,000. He fails to tell you that central heat was put
in the Kingdom Gome High School at a cost of S4.572.22. He
doesn't tell you that central heat was put in the Blackey School
at a cost of $4,973. No, he doesn't say anything about the fact
that the repairs of the school buildings out in the country sec-
tions had been neglected so long that it was necessary in many
cases to put in new foundations, new floors, and new roofs.

Ray, as chairman of the board, okayed and voted to pay for
all this; yet he has the audacity to say that he doesn't know
where the funds went. If he is being-truthf- and doesn't know
where the funds went, what type of man do we have serving on
our school board? Is it possible that he has sunken so low in
the mire of petty politics that he has lost all sense of balance
and is striking out in all directions in an attempt to create a
feeling of suspicion and distrust among the people. Your money
has been spent by the school board. It was spent for your
schools. The Superintendent has not spent one dime that was
not approved by the Board of Education. The records on file
will prove this.

You people out in the county know what has been done for
your schools. I feel sure that you will not be mislead by poli-
tical pygmies.

E. G. SKAGGS, M. D.
(Pol. Adv.)

NOTE: The above article, used as an advertisement, in order
to hear what the opposition has to say on the question of school
funds and what takes place in our school system. Needless to
say we are looking at the contents of this article with some de-
gree of skepticism, because it does not give any reason for with-
holding the financial statement, why it costs $2700.00 per month
to run the superintendent's office, even during summer months,
when there are no schools, or why some of the schools are being
discontinued; and what is to become of the foundation which
costs many thousands of dollars at Hallie, on Linefork. We want
to know all about how our school funds are. being handled, if
bids are being offered to contractors does the expenditures and
specifications in buildings meet with state approval. The Eagle
only wants to know the truth the real truth the unadulterated
truth. There is too much' talk that tax money has been spent
to further the interests of GIANT politicians.

Campbell's Branch School Foundation
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This is a picture of the Campbell's Branch School foundation.
or footer. After the school board of 1954 had spent many thous-
ands of dollars here, (Hallie, Linefork) work was abandoned more
than a year ago, and it seems much money and materials have
gone to waste Can any explanation be given as to when if ever
this building will be completed? Can this be explained away, too?


