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FRANKFORT — Democrats on a House 
committee made major changes Tuesday to 
a proposed overhaul of Kentucky’s ailing pen-
sion system, raising the hackles of Republi-
cans.

The House state govern-
ment committee sent a re-
vised Senate Bill 2 to the full 
House for consideration on a 
17-1 vote. Ten Republicans 
did not vote.

Later in the day, the 
House budget committee 
approved a measure to fund 
the pension reform bill that 
draws heavily on gambling 
proceeds. Eleven GOP mem-
bers did not vote on it.

House Speaker Greg Stum-
bo, D-Prestonsburg, said the 
Democratic-controlled House 
may vote on the reform bill 
and the funding measure, 
House Bill 416, as early as 
Wednesday. The funding bill 
would need at least 60 votes in the chamber.

Senate President Robert Stivers, R-Man-
chester, and Senate Majority Leader Damon 
Thayer, R-Georgetown, said they were “under-
whelmed” by the House changes in the Sen-
ate’s proposal to deal with the primary issue 
of this year’s General Assembly.

Stivers said the House plan “really doesn’t 
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Kentucky’s debate on hemp so far has cen-
tered on the marijuana question and the mar-
ket question. But Roger Ford has one of his 
own: What about the energy question?

Ford, CEO of Patriot BioEnergy in Pikev-
ille, said hemp could be a huge boon to the 
one thing Eastern Kentucky has relied on for 
decades for economic prosperity: coal.

“We’re looking at this as an energy crop,” 
Ford said. His company, which is planning to 
build energy  plants to process biofuels, has 
looked at sweet sorghum but doesn’t think 

the yield would be profitable enough. Instead, 
he has turned to hybrid sugar beets, which 
will give him sugars that can be turned into 
ethanol, plastics and flavorings.

But the advantages from hemp would be 
exponentially greater, Ford said, because 
hemp oil from seeds could be used for avia-
tion fuel and biodiesel. Other parts of the 
plant — such as the “hurds” from the woody 
middle of the stalk — could be used for cel-
lulosic ethanol.

Ford said the biomass also could be 
blended with Kentucky’s high-sulfur coal to 

The chairman of the state House Agricul-
ture Committee plans to ask for major chang-
es to a hemp bill, including calling for hemp 
field trials by the University of Kentucky rath-
er than leaving it up to farmers.

Rep. Tom McKee, D-Cynthiana, said Tues-
day that he plans to call for a committee sub-
stitute Wednesday morning that he said would 
be “more aggressive than the bill itself.” 

Advocates for the existing legislation ques-
tioned that assertion; neither bill sponsor Sen. 
Paul Hornback, R-Shelbyville, nor Agriculture 

Commissioner James Comer had  seen the pro-
posed changes before 5 p.m. Tuesday.

“I think it’s an attempt to stall the bill,” 
Hornback said  of McKee’s proposed changes.

Hornback said he met with McKee and 
was promised a look at the bill before the end 
of the day but called what he’s heard “a trav-
esty” that would kill the opportunity to create 
jobs in Kentucky.

Animosity over the late substitution erupt-
ed Tuesday on the House floor.

House Minority Leader Jeff Hoover, R-
Jamestown, criticized McKee on the floor, 
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PHOTO: Burgess Carey walked along Boone Creek on property he owns. He plans to offer tours in the area.
TOM EBLEN | teblen@herald-leader.com
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 Businessman Burgess Carey 
is  moving forward with plans 
for canopy tours in the Boone 
Creek area in southeast Fayette 
County, even though the city 
says he  could be in violation of 
Lexington’s zoning regulations.

Carey is adding canopy 
tours, which use short zip lines 
between wooden platforms in 
trees, to his private fishing club 
on 26 acres along Boone Creek 

in Fayette County.
Carey said  he got a letter 

two weeks ago from Jim Marx 
in the city’s planning depart-
ment requesting clarification 
on his plans and asking that 
Carey suspend work at Boone 
Creek until the matter was re-
solved.

“He didn’t cite any author-
ity” such as a specific zoning 
ordinance or state statute in 
asking that work be stopped, 
and work is continuing, Carey 

said.  
Also, about two weeks ago, 

the city’s Building Inspection 
office  sent an inspector to look 
at the zip lines and wooden 
platforms. Carey said the in-
spector told him that he did 
not see anything being built 
that would  typically be inspect-
ed by his office because there 
are no structures touching the 
ground. Carey said the plat-
forms he is building are similar 

 WORK CONTINUES DESPITE CITY TELLING DEVELOPER TO STOP

Zip-line plans gliding forward
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REGULATORS, LANDOWNER AT ODDS

ENT Services now at Saint Joseph East

120 N. Eagle Creek Drive, Suite 102
Lexington, KY 40509

APPOINTMENTS 859.629.7140

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 18

We are pleased to announce the opening of the SAINT JOSEPH

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT CENTER on March 4, 2013. The

Center will provide full service otolaryngology services including

diagnosis and treatment of conditions relating to the head and

neck, sinusitis, chronic ear infections, hearing loss, balance

testing, sleep apnea, allergies and snoring.

RON SHASHY, MD will provide professional

services in the Center. Dr. Shashy is a Mayo Clinic

trained ENT, board certified in otolaryngology and

sleep medicine.

so here’s

$20 for $40
at Leo Casanova’s dealsaver.com/lexington

the deal...


