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The Trim Masters Charitable
Foundation Inc. presented $2,790 for the
purchase of three Automatic External
Defibrillators for the Bardstown-Nelson
County and Northeast Nelson Fire
Departments Friday.

Presenting the donation were Steve
Hesselbrock, vice president of operations
at Toyota Boshoku (formerly Trim
Masters), President Kenji Akase and
Human Resources Manager Mike French,
along with a number of Toyota Boshoku
employees.

Two of the AEDs will replace the
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Bids will be opened
Tuesday as the Nelson
County School District con-
siders outsourcing custodial
services at Thomas Nelson
High School. 

“It’s just a perfect oppor-
tunity to do it. We’ve got
nothing to lose,” Executive
Director of Operations Tim
Hockensmith said at a
Tuesday school board work
session, pointing out that
starting with a new school
means no one would have to
be fired. 

Six or seven firms
showed up to a pre-bid meet-
ing nearly two weeks ago.

The district will consider
the prices of the bids before
it makes any decision. In any
case, the school will proba-
bly have at least one custodi-
an on staff to work during
the day, Superintendent
Anthony Orr said.

Board members said they
would have to carefully
weigh their decision on this
matter. 

“We’ve read of successes
in Warren County. We’ve
read also of the challenges
and the decision not to do it
in Bullitt County,” board
Chair Damon Jackey said.
“We’re going to have to have
good, honest, across-the-
board information.”

“I think we’re a little bit
closer to the Warren County
example where they built a
new school,” Hockensmith
said. 

Testing update 
Executive Director of

Instruction Mark Thomas
presented results from the
last of three Discovery
Education tests students take
through the school year. The
tests are designed to pin-
point where students are
struggling, as well as predict
how students will perform
on year-end standardized
tests. 

Thomas offered up the
most recent scores —
including information on
how many students have
progressed and regressed —
for each school. He then
explained how the schools
intended to improve their
scores. Schools are identify-
ing specific students who
are struggling and trying to
determine how to help each
individual; students who are
excelling get support, too. 

The purpose of looking at
this data was not only to pre-
dict test performance, Orr
said, but perhaps more
importantly, to show school
board members how actively
schools are working to iden-
tify problems and provide
extra support to individual
students — “really to say we
are taking the temperature of
the kids’ performance
throughout the year.”

At Bloomfield
Elementary, most students
scored in the same range —
novice, apprentice, profi-
cient or distinguished — as
in the previous test. More
students improved in math
than in reading. Bloomfield
Middle showed more fluidi-

ty, with a roughly equal
number of students pro-
gressing or regressing in
math and reading. 

Both Bloomfield schools
are placing students in small
groups focused on their
strongest and weakest areas. 

Boston Elementary
showed a strong percentage
of students progressing to
proficient or distinguished,
with a little more regression
taking place at the middle
school level. Boston Middle
School is regularly measur-
ing students’ reading ability
with a computer-based sys-
tem, Thomas reported.
Teachers’ scheduling peri-
ods have also been shuffled
to allow them to provide
extra math support to stu-
dents. 

At Cox’s Creek
Elementary, 47 percent of
tested students improved
their reading scores, while
only 10 students out of 192
regressed in math. Teachers
come in before and after
school to provide extra help,
even working with students
during lunch, according to
Thomas.

About the same number
of students progressed as
regressed in reading at
Foster Heights Elementary,
although in math about 30
percent improved their
scores. The school uses
“coach books” in which stu-
dents can focus on the spe-
cific skills in which they’re
struggling for extra help. 

More students regressed
than progressed at New
Haven School. Math num-
bers looked better, with
nearly 70 students improv-
ing their scores to proficient
or distinguished. New
Haven students are getting
extra help in lieu of related
arts classes or after school.

At Old Kentucky Home
Middle, more than 90 stu-
dents bumped up their
scores to proficient or distin-
guished in reading, but in
math, 86 students’ scores
dropped to apprentice or
novice, with more students
scoring apprentice than any-
thing else. Principal Jennifer
Miller has asked teachers to
track data on individual stu-
dents more closely.

No students at Horizons
Academy scored distin-
guished in reading, with
most scoring apprentice. But
eight of the 15 tested stu-
dents progressed to profi-
cient or distinguished scores

in math — an impressive
jump, Thomas said. 

A majority of Nelson
County High School stu-
dents tested scored distin-
guished in reading. So few
students took the math test
— and so few will take the
year-end Algebra II test —
that the numbers aren’t an
accurate representation of
the school as a whole,
Thomas explained.

At the high school level,
Discovery Ed tests hopefully
serve as a predictor of stu-
dents’ end-of-course exams,
a new approach this year in
which the state writes final
tests for four high school
courses. Unlike previous
standardized tests, these will
actually form part of a stu-
dent’s final grade.

One of the next steps, Orr
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Man reportedly dragged by car
The Nelson County Sheriff’s Department was dispatched to 206 Stinson Drive about
5 p.m. Thursday after a man was reportedly dragged by a vehicle. The man, who lived
in the area, reportedly did not want his ex-wife and her boyfriend to pick up the chil-
dren. The ex-husband reached into a vehicle window and was allegedly dragged,
Nelson County Sheriff Stephen Campbell said. Reports that he threatened to use a
weapon were not confirmed. He was transported to Flaget Memorial Hospital.

District preps students for end-of-year tests
NELSON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
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The Nelson County School Board reviewed test scores
from the most recent DiscoveryEd tests, which were
administered throughout the district, at a work session
Thursday.

See SCHOOL, page A4

Company donates funds for fire equipment

See DONATION, page A4
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Toyota Boshoku Vice President of
Operations Steve Hesselbrock, right,
presents a $2,790 check to Bardstown-
Nelson County Fire Department Chief
Marlin Howard, center, and Northeast
Nelson Fire Department Chief Ted
Shields Friday. The donation will pur-
chase three Automatic External
Defibrillators for the departments.


