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Kentucky Off-Track Betting facilities close
DOW: 14,539.14 83.86
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MADISON CENTRAL 
BOYS’ TEAM KEPT 

ITS COOL - B3

GEORGETOWN MEN, 
WOMEN WIN IN 

NAIA TOURNEY - B6

When: 7:30 p.m. Friday | Where: Bridgestone Arena in Nashville | TV: WKYT-27 | Radio: WLAP-AM 630, WBUL-FM 98.1 
Records: UK 21-10, Vanderbilt 15-16 | Series: UK leads 138-45 | Last meeting: UK won 74-70 on Feb. 20 in Lexington

SEC TOURNAMENT: KENTUCKY VS. VANDERBILT

NASHVILLE — After working 
a half-day Thursday morning, Mar-
lene Stein got behind the wheel of 
her 2007 Saturn Aura and headed 
east. From her home in Oklaho-
ma City, Okla., to Nashville, she 
planned to drive to the Southeast-
ern Conference Tournament.

“My thinking time,” she called 

the nearly 11-hour trip.
Five times this season, she’s 

driven more than 13 hours to 
Lexington to watch her younger 

son, Willie Cauley-Stein, play for 
Kentucky. In November, she and 
a friend drove from Oklahoma 
City to Atlanta to watch UK play 
Duke.

So to come to the SEC Tourna-
ment was a relative spin around 
the block.

From somewhere on Interstate 
40 between Van Buren and Little 

Making a mark 
Big Willie style

FRESHMAN’S MOM MARVELS AT HIS STAR TURN — AND HIS INTERVIEWS

By Jerry Tipton
jtipton@herald-leader.com

Buy photo reprints at Kentucky.com

Kentucky’s Willie Cauley-Stein stuffed U of L’s Montrezl Harrell in December when he was just a complement to 
Nerlens Noel. Now as the main man, he’s averaging 11.3 points, 9 rebounds and 3.8 blocks in the last six games.

JONATHAN PALMER

MORE SEC INSIDE, PAGE B5
‘Lion’ of Dog: Georgia’s Caldwell-Pope 
pours in 32 in possible college finale. 

Vandy advances: Commodores earn 
date with UK by surviving Arkansas rally.

See WILLIE, B5

COMING MONDAY: NCAA BRACKET SPECIAL SECTION

Don’t Tell 
Sophia, rid-
den by Robby 
Albarado, 
rolled to a 
6½-length 
win in the 
Bayakoa 
Stakes on 
Feb. 16 at 
Oaklawn Park. 
She is trained 
by Lexington-
based Philip 
Sims.

COADY 
 PHOTOGRAPHY

David vs. Goliath scenarios 
are nothing new in Thoroughbred 
racing, a natural byproduct of a 
sport that regularly brings partici-
pants from every walk of life onto 
a shared stage.

With her $1,000 sales price 
and niggling physical issues that 
kept tripping up her large frame, 
the 5-year-old mare Don’t Tell So-

phia is a natural fit for the David 
role, no more so than this week-
end when the horse slated to be 
next to her in the starting gate 
was four votes away from being a 
two-time Eclipse Award-winning 
champion.

Make no mistake, a victory by 
Don’t Tell Sophia in Saturday’s 
Grade III Azeri Stakes at Oaklawn 
would go down as an upset. But if 
all one considered was her recent 

form and took her modest back-
ground out of the mix, one might 
find that perhaps the daughter of 
Congaree is outgrowing her un-
derdog status.

Oaklawn’s 11⁄16-mile Azeri 
Stakes is getting some play this 
weekend as it marks the season  
debut for My Miss Aurelia, the 
champion juvenile filly of 2011 
who just missed being champion 
3-year-old filly of 2012. 

While My Miss Aurelia has 
tasted defeat only twice in her 

eight-race career, those losses 
have come in her last two starts, 
a runner-up effort in the Breeders’ 
Cup Ladies’ Classic and a third-
place finish in the Grade I La 
Brea Stakes in December.

If the Azeri is the first step in 
My Miss Aurelia’s attempt to reas-
sert her class, it could just as well 
be the moment Don’t Tell Sophia 
continues her momentum and be-
comes a force in the older female 
division for her Lexington-based 

DON’T TELL SOPHIA TO FACE CHAMP IN AZERI STAKES

Bargain mare running with the big girls
By Alicia Wincze Hughes

awincze@herald-leader.com

See BARGAIN, B6

Louisville’s Peyton Siva, who 
scored 10 points, drove past 
Villanova’s Mouphtaou Yarou 
during a Big East quarterfinal.

FRANK FRANKLIN II | ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Russ 
Smith figured the best way he 
could honor Jack Curran on 
Thursday night was by lead-
ing Louisville to a win.

Smith scored 28 points in a 
bittersweet homecoming, car-
rying the fourth-ranked Cardi-

nals into the Big East tourna-
ment semifinals with a 74-55 
victory over Villanova only 
hours after the death of his es-
teemed high school coach.

“Today was definitely Coach 
Curran day for me, and it will 
be the rest of my life,” he said.

Smith and the defending 
champion Cardinals (27-5) ha-
rassed Villanova into 25 turn-
overs and advanced to play 
Notre Dame or Marquette in 
the late game Friday night at 
Madison Square Garden.

Luke Hancock added 12 
points off the bench for sec-
ond-seeded Louisville, which 
has won eight straight — 
seven by at least 14 points. 
Peyton Siva, the tournament 
MVP last year, scored 10.

After the game, the Cardi-
nals received a surprise visit 
from President Bill Clinton. 
A longtime basketball fan, he 
and Coach Rick Pitino have 
been friendly since Pitino was 
at Kentucky and introduced 
Clinton on campus.

“We got the chance to take 
a lot of pictures. It was a big 
treat for our guys,” Pitino said. 
“It was a lot of fun. … He was 
just telling a lot of stories.”

SCORES 28 POINTS ON 
DAY PREP COACH DIES

By Mike Fitzpatrick
Associated Press

Smith 
comes 
up big 
in rout

LOUISVILLE 74, 
VILLANOVA 55

BIG EAST 
TOURNAMENT

NEXT GAME
Louisville vs. Notre Dame or 
Marquette
When: 9 p.m. Friday

TV: ESPN | Radio: WMKG-FM 105.5

See LOUISVILLE, B6

NOTRE DAME 57,  
MADISON CENTRAL 53 (OT)

GIRLS’ SWEET 16

Live tweets: Follow @MarkMa-
loneyHL and @MikeFieldsNotes 
throughout tournament.

Kentucky.com: Photo galleries 
and iHigh’s live broadcasts on 
your laptop, tablet or phone.

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Owensboro Catholic 66 . . . . . . . . . . . . Lincoln Co. 55 

Manual 74 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mercy 60  

Marchall Co. 56 . . . . . . . . . . Letcher Co. Central 52

Notre Dame 57 . . . . . . . . . Madison Central 53 (OT) 

Complete Girls’ Sweet Sixteeen bracket, Page B4

INSIDE
Other games: Manual outslugs Mercy; Becca 
Greenwell leads Owensboro Catholic. Page B4

At E.A. Diddle Arena in Bowling Green 
Radio: WVLK-FM 101.5

Madison Central’s Bailey O’Bryan, left, col-
lided with Notre Dame’s Elly Ogle during the 
first half of their game Thursday at the Girls’ 
Sweet Sixteen in Bowling Green.

JOE IMEL | ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOWLING GREEN — Notre Dame out-
scored Madison Central 5-0 in the last 30 sec-
onds of overtime to pull out a 57-53 victory 
Thursday in the first round of the Houchens 
Industries/KHSAA Girls’ Sweet Sixteen,

The second-rated Pandas (27-5) will play 
Marshall County, a 56-52 winner over Letch-
er County Central, in Friday’s quarterfinals.

No. 8 Madison Central (29-5) fell four 
wins shy of matching its Boys’ Sweet Six-
teen winners of last weekend.

Tied at 49 through regulation, the game 
see-sawed in overtime.

Central took a 53-52 lead when Larryn 
Brooks made one of two free throws with 
50.6 seconds left. But the Pandas went on 
top with Carlee Clemons’ rebound bucket 
with 30 seconds left.

Sydney Stallman added two free throws 
with 18.7 seconds left for a 56-53 Notre 
Dame lead.

Madison Central tried to go to Ashton 
Feldhaus for a three-point shot, but a double 
team resulted in a steal by Paige Kellam, who 
added a free throw with 8.7 seconds left.

Olivia Voskuhl led Notre Dame with 14 

MADISON CENTRAL RALLIED LATE

Pandas 
escape 

Indians’ 
upset bid 

By Mark Maloney
mmaloney@herald-leader.com

See NOTRE DAME, B4


