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COMING UP

Allergy sufferers’ problems in
full bloom as doctors take on
their annual slew of patients.
See Saturday’s Wellness.

AHH-CHOOOO!
SPORTS

Greenwood gets much-needed
offense, strong pitching in 5-0
victory over Adair County.
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Gator shutdown

Home under
construction

burns in Warren

Firefighters battle a blaze at 124 Pikes Peak Way on Thursday in Warren County. No information was available on what started the fire.

Case first in U.S. relating
to sexual orientation law
By DYLAN LOVAN
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE — Two Ken-
tucky men have been charged
with a federal hate crime in a
beating attack on a gay man in an
Appalachian park, marking the
first time the law has been applied
in a U.S. case alleging bias over a
victim’s sexual orientation,
authorities said.

The U.S. attorney’s office in
Lexington announced the charges

against cousins David Jason Jenk-
ins, 37, of Cumberland, and
Anthony Ray Jenkins, 20, of Par-
tridge. Both were indicted by a
federal grand jury earlier this
week in connection with the April
2011 attack that left victim Kevin
Pennington with chest, head and
other injuries.

The grand jury charged the
men with violating a hate crime
law that was expanded in 2009 to
cover assaults motivated by bias
against gays, lesbians and trans-
gender people. They also were
indicted on federal kidnapping,

assault and conspiracy charges.
“The indictment marks the first

federal case in the nation charging
a violation of the sexual orienta-
tion section of the Federal Hate
Crimes Law,” said a U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice statement.

“It’s vindicating to see that the
years of hard work that went into
making sure this law was on the
books is now being put into
place,” said Michael Cole-
Schwartz, a spokesman for the
Washington-based Human Rights
Campaign, which pushed for the
law’s passage.

“The bigger picture here is that
the U.S. attorney’s office is send-
ing a message that you don’t try to
hurt someone and you don’t
injure them because of their sexu-
al orientation or gender identity,”
said Jordan Palmer, president of
the Kentucky Equality Founda-
tion, a civil-rights group that lob-
bied the Department of Justice to
intervene in the case.

David and Anthony Jenkins
pleaded not guilty to the charges
in federal court in London on
Thursday. David Jenkins’ lawyer,
Andrew Stephens of Lexington,

said Jenkins knew Pennington
and Jenkins denies that he com-
mitted a hate crime.

“The hate crime component of
this is just flat wrong,” Stephens
said. “I think it’s very difficult to
get into the mind of somebody and
figure out what their intent is.”

Pennington also suffered
injuries to his back, face, neck and
ear in the attack at Kingdom
Come State Park, a mountaintop
park covering more than 1,200
acres of pristine pine-covered
wilderness in the mountainous
Appalachian region. He was sub-

sequently treated and released
from a hospital. 

But Pennington remains emo-
tionally scarred from the attack,
Palmer said. He spoke with Pen-
nington’s mother on Thursday
and she was pleased when she
heard of the hate crime charges.
She had contacted the group just
hours after the attack on Penning-
ton, Palmer said.

“I thought it was pretty sick
when I heard about it,” he said.

An FBI affidavit said Penning-
ton was invited to go on an
evening drive with two women he

Full-page ads call for citizens to call
lawmakers, urge a fix for agency woes
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

With a May 15 deadline looming, the American
Postal Workers Union is pressuring Congress to
pass legislation that would allow the U.S. Postal
Service to fix some of its problems.

Full-page newspaper advertisements urge resi-
dents to tell U.S. senators and representatives “to
fix the USPS without destroying service or elimi-
nating 100,000 jobs.”

The Postal Service plans to close thousands of
post offices, including many in Kentucky, and hun-
dreds of processing centers, including the one in
Bowling Green. Its plans require a $22.5 billion
reduction in annual costs by 2016.

Denny Palmer, president of Local 53 U.S. Postal
Workers Union, said the closures and change in
delivery service standards will gut the Postal Ser-
vice, be devastating to rural communities and harm
businesses.

The Postal Service earlier agreed to a moratori-
um on closures until May 15 so that Congress could
act, presumably to pass legislation that would allow
it to recover overpayments to retiree pension funds
and no longer require them to pre-fund future
retiree health benefits.

But so far, no legislation has been passed.
Without it, the service intends to change first-

class delivery standards and close offices. It also
wants to eliminate Saturday delivery, but that would
take legislative approval.

“No facilities will close prior to the May 15
moratorium,” postal spokeswoman Cathy Yorsky
said in an email. “No date(s) have been set for any
closures or consolidations anywhere in the country.

Special session needed to
work on transportation budget
By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — A massive road
construction plan received final passage
in the Kentucky General Assembly on
Thursday, paving the way for more than
1,000 projects political leaders say will
provide a needed economic boost as the
state recovers from recession.

The House passed the two-part, $10
billion initiative on the final day of this
year’s legislative session. That includes
$4.5 billion worth of projects that would
be constructed over the next two years.

But the entire plan was put into jeop-
ardy late Thursday when lawmakers
adjourned without passing a transporta-
tion budget to fund the projects. Gov.
Steve Beshear said he would call law-
makers back into special session next
week to finish work on the transportation
budget.

Senate Transportation Committee
Chairman Ernie Harris, R-Crestwood,
said the proposal includes the state’s sin-
gle largest project: $2.6 billion for two
bridges across the Ohio River in
Louisville. Harris said the Democratic-
controlled House and the Republican-led
Senate agreed that project is a top priority.

The road construction plan also

includes $200 million to widen the heav-
ily traveled Interstate 65, where numer-
ous fatal traffic crashes have occurred in
recent years. A crash on a rural stretch of
the highway near Munfordville in 2010
killed 11 people, 10 of them members of
a Mennonite family.

Beshear said the highway plan will not
only improve the state’s transportation
infrastructure but also will boost the
economy.

“The Louisville bridges project is
going to employ thousands of people
over the next six, eight, 10 years,” he
said. “All of the different projects that are
in there will put people to work. That

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Several major road projects in Bowling Green and Warren County landed on
an extensive road plan approved by both houses of the General Assembly on
Thursday, though none of those projects has been funded.

The House and Senate both approved a $4.5 billion, two-year plan for roads
and bridges Thursday. 

That plan, along with one covering four more years to fiscal year 2018, was
approved on the final day of the regular legislative session, according to an Asso-
ciated Press report.

But legislators were unable to approve a transportation budget, which would
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Postal
workers
pushing
for help

Right: Austin Conner of the Plano Volunteer Fire Department carries
a hose Thursday over the remains of a house under construction at
124 Pikes Peak Way in Warren County. Firefighters from several
departments battled the blaze.
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Two face federal hate crime charge in gay attack

BG, Warren County big-ticket items in plan


