
does not have a Senate seat
open for election this year. 

After the judge’s decision,
Floyd withdrew his filing for
State Senator and refiled for
the House.

Pegago said Thursday she
would not run for the seat
after learning Floyd has re-
filed to run for the State
House of Representatives.  

“I will not run against
David Floyd because I’m
happy with his representa-
tion,” Pegago said.

Pegago elaborated on her
decision not to withdraw her
name from the list of candi-
dates, which includes Floyd
and former Bardstown
Mayor Dick Heaton.

“First, I have no financial

reason to (withdraw),
because I will not get my fil-
ing fee back, and I am a mid-
dle class citizen who will not
throw $200 away lightly.

“Second, my goal is to
pave the way for solid mid-
dle class citizens with lead-
ership skills to step up and
serve their communities and
their country the way our
founders had envisioned—
to serve a reasonable amount
of time to learn and accom-
plish and then pass the torch
and move on or return home
and serve in another capaci-
ty. Too many people have
become disillusioned with
our government and our
leaders and believe that only
the wealthy can run and buy

an office. I plan to show this
is no longer the case,” she
said.

On Thursday, the
Legislative Research
Commission announced
plans to appeal Shepherd’s
decision directly to the
Kentucky Supreme Court,
bypassing the Court of
Appeals. The Legislative
Research Commission will
ask the Supreme Court to
dissolve the injunction of the
Franklin Circuit Court and
to order that legislative dis-
tricts created by House Bill 1
be used for 2012 elections,
according to a press release
from the LRC.

place that they called the
Bullpen.” Stivers pointed to
a page in the book she’s been
writing for three or four
years about her faith as a
black Catholic. “And then
you only got to go so far up.
(You) always had to stay on
the left. That’s why today
I’m never going to go any-
where and sit on the left
side.” 

The only time blacks were
allowed to go all the way up
to the altar was for special
occasions, such as making a
first communion. 

“This is why we left.”
The St. Monica congrega-

tion finally broke ground on
its own church in 1955 on
South Third Street. For
Stivers, things were alto-
gether different at this
church — families were
closer and a strong sense of
community developed. 

“It was sheer faith that
kept me Catholic, because I
had my mother and father
and people that were teach-
ing me about God and the
nuns did a great job of teach-
ing us about God,” Stivers
said, “but as far as the Holy
Spirit, the spirit within you, I
did not have that until the
new St. Monica’s came
about.”

In 1956, Carrie and
Elwood Stivers became the
first couple to marry in the
new St. Monica Church.
Through the years, the 
congregation developed
stronger bonds: African-
American Catholics were
forming their own identity in
Bardstown. 

“When Vatican II came
along and all this freedom
— that was a growth for us,”
Stivers said. Vatican II had
encouraged a similar con-
cept to what Stivers had
believed all along: that the
best churches have a congre-
gation that doesn’t just sit
back and listen, but instead
stands up and participates. 

Today, Stivers is an
invaluable resource for the
congregation, comprised of
more than 100 families,
according to Stewardship
Committee member Carolyn
Payne. Stivers’ knowledge
of the church’s beginnings is
particularly invaluable to
Payne. 

“(She) lets you know how
strong the people were back
then, at that point in time,

because they were deter-
mined to build their own
church, and the thing that
makes me feel good about it
is because she can tell me
what my grandparents —
what role they had in build-
ing it,” Payne said. 

Stivers still works to get
people involved. “She’s a
really especially nice per-
son,” Payne said. “She really
thinks of others. Sometimes
I say she thinks of others
before herself, and she
always thinks of the church.”

Growing up in
Bardstown 

Outside of church, grow-
ing up in Bardstown wasn’t
always easy. 

“Families were close, and
I had plenty of friends, you
know, and we played
games,” Stivers said. But
when they went to restau-
rants, they often had to stand
while whites were sitting,
and at restaurants and stores
alike, it would take a long
time to get service if they
were served at all. Stivers
remembers once she wanted
to buy a cashmere sweater
from a store in downtown
Bardstown and they told her
they didn’t have any in
stock. They did.

“You could have the
money for things to buy and
you wouldn’t get it,” Stivers
said. 

Even as late as the 1970s,
Stivers remembers taking
her children to buy shoes in
downtown Bardstown. Her
son wanted Converses.
“They brought the cheapest
tennis shoes they had out.”
The salesperson said
Converses were too expen-
sive. The Stivers left the
store. 

Even going to the movies
as a child, blacks had to
enter on a different side and
then sit in the balcony. 

“Now, if there was an
extra good movie on where
there was a lot of people,
they would overflow and go
upstairs and you’d be asked
to move,” she said. 

As a young girl, Stivers
didn’t always comprehend
the racism she experienced
— that understanding came
gradually. 

“You played with all your
white neighbors and every-
thing, and then when you
got to be a certain age they
never came back,” she said.
“You could come home
from school and get

knocked off the sidewalk.”
She also remembers

adults’ cautionary words,
which seemed to make little
sense when she was a child. 

“My brother worked and
didn’t get home until 6:30,
and the winter was dark. My
mother always said,
‘Remember now, don’t you
run.’” Only when Stivers
was older did she understand
why. “To run was like
you’ve done something, and
there were plenty of people
that got stopped for running.
If you were a black male,
you don’t run.”

The changing face of
Bardstown 

“After the ’50s, you know,
they used to say the church-
es started to change (the)
Bullpens, and people started
to invite their neighbors to
dinner. That was happening
all over the country but in
Bardstown — Bardstown
was always the town that
you could get along as long
as you didn’t go over (the
line),” Stivers recalled.  

The ’60s were “kind of
quiet in Bardstown,” she
said, though everyone was
aware of the Civil Rights
Movement and the changes
taking place throughout the
country. 

But as the years went on
and Stivers continued to be
active in her church, other
community groups started
up — the Bardstown-Nelson
County Commission of
Human Rights was founded
in 1966, and the Concerned

Parents of Nelson County
formed around the 1970s to
provide support for minority
students. Through the years,
Stivers played a part in each
of these organizations, along
with the NAACP and the
Archdiocese of Louisville. 

“The people that were
members of it, that started
doing more things, were
very strong people,” she
said. A Bardstown
Improvement Committee
went from house to house,
encouraging people to take
pride in their homes and
clean up the town. They took
on leadership roles in deci-
sions about tourism and the
direction of the town. 

Stivers worked in the
kitchen and cleaned study
rooms at Nazareth, where
she would attend
Shakespearean plays with
her husband-to-be. Later in
life, Stivers would serve for
years on the Nazareth Arts
for Life board. She also
worked at Flaget Hospital in
its old location for about 11
years. All the while, she
remained as deeply involved
in her community as she had
been since childhood.  

One of her biggest proj-
ects was to lobby for the
preservation of what is now
called the Bowman-Cherry

Center, which served as an
African-American school or
training center for about 20
years until 1923. Stivers’
mother had told her it was
the first public school for
African-Americans in
Bardstown. Raised up on
concrete blocks, the story
was that children would play
underneath the building
when it rained. When Stivers
was a child she did the same
herself, and remembers
finding pencils and pieces of
chalk.

From about 1981 until
1987 Stivers and other
activists lobbied for the
preservation of the building.
Then, only about two weeks
before the building was
finally reopened, her moth-
er, Florence Lydian Allen,
brought her a photograph: a
picture of her at 13 months,
bonneted and sitting on a
taylor-tot stroller in the front
yard of the building. As it
turned out, she had been
born in that very school-
house. It had been converted
to residences, and her family
lived there when she was too
young to remember. 

“I said, please don’t tell
anybody,” Stivers laughed at
the recollection. She was
worried someone might
think she’d had ulterior
motives in saving the build-
ing, “and it was about a year
and a half before we told
anybody.”

The journey
continues 

In 1984, Stivers embarked
on a mission to educate her-
self further on the history of
African-Americans, inspired
by Eliza Rawls, a free black
woman who lived in
Bardstown around the time
of the Civil War. She lived
independently and came to
know people throughout
Bardstown, from the
Rowans at Federal Hill to
poet Seaman Cotter. She
bought a house on East
Flaget Avenue shortly after
the war ended. 

“When she came up to the
main street in town, slavery
was just over,” Stivers said,

“and of course everybody
around her was still in that
slave mode.”

Stivers began acting out
the character of Eliza Rawls
at events throughout the
state, and developed all the
qualifications of a
Chautauqua actor. But she
wanted to know more, so at
age 60 she started taking
courses about the colonial
era and slavery at Jefferson
Community College. Her
interests extended further,
however: she took classes in
conflict management and
parenting. It was all about
being able to talk to people,
she said. 

Young people today need
to be just as engaged in
African-American history,
Stivers believes. 

“I think black kids grow-
ing up here today, if they
don’t have the guidance of
their parents to tell them
their history, they don’t have
a clue. They think that we
exaggerate,” she said. “They
think it’s such a trying time
that they don’t want to be
burdened with it. They’re
burdened with it, but my
mother always said, history
repeats itself.”

And while Stivers is glad
to see that Bardstown has an
African-American mayor
today in Bill Sheckles, she
remains cautious. 

“All my life I have
thought about how it would
be to have a black this and a
black that — would it be dif-
ferent? … But then I would
say no, because people
would crucify him.” In situa-
tions of race, good steps for-
ward often get sabotaged,
she said. 

But that doesn’t mean she
isn’t hopeful. All her life, it
seems, Stivers has been pro-
pelled forward by an
unquenchable positivity, a
belief that things can get 
better.  

“I’ve known Billy since
he was born,” Stivers said.
“He’s making a good mayor
and I pray for him every
day.”
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Human Rights Commission seeks 2012
Outstanding Achievement Award nominees
The Bardstown-Nelson Co Human Rights Commission is
accepting nominations for the Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award to recognize local individuals or organiza-
tions that have supported human rights and human
rights awareness. All nomination must be signed.

Nominee: (resident of Nelson Co.)
Name: _______________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
______________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________

Nominator: Name: ___________________________
Address: _____________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________

Please describe the past or current achievements of the
nominee in the awareness, development, and promotion
of human rights on the local, regional, or state level.
Include accomplishments in mutual understanding and
respect among economic, social, racial, religious, sex,
age, and ethnic groups. SUBMIT no more than two pages
of narrative, with no more than three pages of 
supporting material (newspaper clippings, photos, etc.).

Must be received by March 9, 2012
SEND TO:
Bardstown-Nelson County Human Rights Commission

P O Box 211, Bardstown KY  40004-0211
Email: NelsonCoHumanRights@gmail.com

For all your

INSURANCE
NEEDS

• Anthem-Blue Cross
• Life Insurance
• Farm Owners
• Home Owners
• Mobile Homes

• Vehicle Insurance
• Business Insurance

FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE
Jay Allen, Israel Stone

Mona Stone, Adam Wheatley
& JACK R. ALLEN - MGR.

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:30 - 4:30
106 REARDON BLVD.

348-8446
BUCKLE UP TO SAVE LIVES
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Carrie Stivers is pictured at a meeting of the St. Monica
Catholic Church Stewardship Committee Wednesday
evening. Stivers has been active in the church since it was
founded, one of the many community organizations with
which she’s been involved through the years. She is
known for her expansive knowledge of African-American
history in Bardstown and Nelson County.
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