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Papaw Buzz & Nana Gayle,
Papaw Steve

& MiMi Melinda
Elijah, Jessie & Amelia Campbell 

Happy Anniversary

Momma & Daddy!

We love you!
Elijah, Jessie, & Amelia

Happy 6th Birthday

Carmen!
My little Valentine!

Love, Mom, Dad, & Morgan

DH You will always
be my favorite

Redhead!
Love, Your Baby

Happy Valentine’s Day

Cody, Paige, & BB!

I Love You Always! Mom

Happy Valentine’s Bailey
Nicole, you sweet girl!

Love Big Jim & Mamaw Karen

Blessed
twice,
Presley

Elizabeth
& Kyndal

Grace.
Truly in

love with our pink world.
Papaw & Mimi

Karen,
You make me smile.

Love, Your Secret Family Friend

Terri Rae,
Happy Valentine’s Day to
the Love of My Life. You

brighten my life more
than you can imagine!

Lovingly, Steve

Hazel,
I love you with all my

heart. Thanks for giving
me a Beautiful Baby Boy!
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Love, Dewayne Preston Chase

Happy

Valentine’s Day

Lovie!
I love you!

Bushwhacker
you are my
Valentine! 

Pop,
February
27th we
will be
married

31
years,

which doesn’t seem
possible. I love you

more everyday!
Mamaw

With Love

to: Cheryl,

Dillon

John;

Allen, Jeri

Jordan, Logan;

Amber, Brook,

JJ; Alex and Patsy

MC

JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

Bourbon industry leaders
and state officials met with
members of the Bardstown-
Nelson County Tourist and
Convention Commission to
discuss the economic impact
of the bourbon industry and
tourism and how to improve
the industries during the
commission’s winter retreat
Monday.

Eric Gregory, president of
the Kentucky Distillers
Association, talked to the
commission about the bour-
bon industry and how the
barrel tax could be
reformed. 

In 2009, a six-month
study was conducted to
assess the economic impact
of bourbon in the state. In
2011, the survey was con-
ducted again and “the results
were amazing,” Gregory
said.

Tax revenue from bour-
bon grew by 30 percent in
three years and $170 million
was invested in capital
improvements by distilleries
such as Jim Beam, which is
developing a visitor experi-
ence center at its plant near
Clermont. Heaven Hill dis-
tillery invested in new ware-
houses. 

The expansion period in
the bourbon industry is the
largest since the end of pro-
hibition, according to fig-
ures released from the
Kentucky Distillers
Association.

In 10 years, bourbon pro-
duction has grown by 50
percent and the money the
bourbon industry has con-
tributed to the state gross
product which has doubled,
amounting to $2 billion per
year, Gregory told the
tourism commission. 

“So we use these results to
kind of keep educating legis-
lature in Frankfort about
what bourbon does,”
Gregory said. “We do
believe now that we are a
signature industry benefit-

ing the commonwealth.”
Kentucky’s distilling

industry creates 9,000 jobs
in the state, which is a $415
million payroll. This has
helped Kentucky weather
the global economic crisis,
creating new jobs in the past
10 years while other state
manufacturers in the state
have lost about 33 percent of
jobs in the same period,
according to figures released
by the Kentucky Distiller’s
Association. 

Heaven Hill Distillery has
the largest inventory of
bourbon in the world and the
barrels are subject to the
annual barrel tax, which
benefits schools, fire dis-
tricts and libraries, Gregory
said. Bourbon takes years to
age, which means it is more
heavily taxed than vodka,
which can be produced and
bottled in a few weeks.

“Every year that barrel
sits there, it’s taxed,”
Gregory said. “So if you buy
a bottle of Elijah Craig 18
year, it’s been taxed 18
times. That’s why some of
the brands are so expensive.”

But Gregory said the
Kentucky Distillers associa-
tion did not want to do away
with the barrel tax complete-
ly due to the benefits to
schools, libraries and fire
districts.

The Kentucky Distillers
Association helped create
House Bill 312, sponsored
by Rep. Linda Belcher, to
give distilleries a corporate
income tax offset. For every
dollar paid in barrel tax, a
distillery would receive a
dollar to invest into capital
projects such as expanding
their facilities. 

Distilleries would be
required to reinvest that
credit in their Kentucky
operations, which, according
to the Kentucky Distillers
Association, would create
local jobs and grow the
economy.

“So we create more jobs
and actually help education
by creating more barrels,”

Gregory said.
There are more than 5

million barrels of bourbon
and other spirits aging in
Kentucky, according to a
press release from the
Kentucky Distillers
Association. 

“Kentucky taxes spirits
higher than any open market
state except Alaska and
Illinois,” according to the
press release. “About 60 per-
cent of every bottle of spirits
goes to taxes and fees,
including seven different
taxes on bourbon.”

Gregory talked about the
results of a survey conduct-
ed by the Kentucky

Distillers Association to
determine what kind of eco-
nomic impact the Kentucky
Bourbon Trail has on the
region.

In 2011, the Kentucky
Bourbon Trail received visi-
tors from 26 countries and
50 states, Gregory said.

“For every 1,000 people
who toured all six distilleries
its an economic impact of
$737,000,” Gregory said.
“So since there have been
26,000 people to all six dis-
tilleries just in the past four
years, that’s an economic
impact on the community of

Figures for economic footprint
of bourbon released

See TOURISM, page A4
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Deputy Commissioner Hank Phillips from the Kentucky
Department of Travel and Tourism addresses members of
the Bardstown-Nelson County Tourism Commission dur-
ing their winter retreat at the Bourbon Heritage Center.

STAFF REPORT

About 500 iron railway
plates have been reported
stolen from a stretch of rail-
road track in southern
Nelson County. 

The Kentucky Railway
Museum reported the theft
Friday. According to a press
release from the Nelson
County Sheriff’s
Department, the plates had
been stolen over the last

couple months from an
area of railroad track that is
not regularly in use. They
were taken from tracks in
the area of Dee Head Road
eastward toward New
Hope. 

No suspects have been
identified in the thefts at
this time. 

Dep. Dennis Wells is
investigating and can be
contacted at (502) 348-
1840. 

500 iron railway plates
reported stolen
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The Kentucky Railway Museum reported about 500
iron railway plates stolen from a track in southern
Nelson County. No suspects in the theft have yet been
identified.

NELSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

Other news from the
Feb. 2 Nelson County
School Board meeting
included: 

• The net change orders
for the Foster Heights
Elementary School Phase
II renovation was $16,000
over budget — about 6/10
of 1 percent of the total
Phase II budget of $2.668
million. It is good to keep
additional expenses low in
such a way, Rapier said. 

• Financially, Phase II of
Thomas Nelson High
School construction is in
the black, board member
Nicky Rapier pointed out. 

“Right now, we’re
$80,000 to the good on
Thomas Nelson,” he point-
ed out, meaning that after
change orders the phase is
nearly $80,000 under
budget. 

Orr pointed out that
Phase II isn’t as far along as
Phase I and that number is
very likely to change.

• Don Goodin,
Nelsonville, told the board
he was unhappy that notice
of the work session hadn’t
been in the newspaper. “We
need to know about the
meetings, if you could cor-
rect that,” he said.


