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A History of

Faith

This article is the second in a
four-part Sunday series com-
memorating February as Black
History Month and highlighting
African-Americans and their
history in Nelson County.

ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Two shelves in Carrie
Stivers’ living room are set
aside for her awards: her induc-
tion in the Nelson County Hall
of Fame, recognition from the
Archdiocese of Louisville for
being a trailblazer in Africentric
enrichment and a Black
Catholic Leadership Award, a
Distinguished Citizen award
from former Louisville Mayor
Jerry Abramson. But perhaps

the greatest badge of honor is
one Stivers carries around with
her every day: a rich and
nuanced history of Bardstown,
particularly the history of
African-Americans in
Bardstown.

At 78, Stivers is just as active
in the community as she ever

was, particularly when it comes
to St. Monica Catholic Church.
Wednesday night, Stivers and
four other members of the
Stewardship Committee gath-
ered at the church to discuss
ways to get more people
involved in various committees.
An active membership has been
a foundation of the church since
its first Mass was celebrated
Nov. 1, 1942, in the chapel of an
African-American Catholic
school called St. Monica.

“Originally all the blacks
here went to St. Joseph’s, so
I’ve been a Catholic all my life,”
Stivers began. 

“When the Catholics came
here from Maryland and settled
here and around the region,
they brought their slaves with

them. Some of those people
here now are descendents of
those same slaves,” Stivers said.
“They started bringing their
slaves to church, and some of
them were Catholics, so we
stayed in that church for years.
And it was not easy. It was
lamentable.”

Stivers was born in 1933, and
when she was a child, blacks
who attended St. Joseph were
limited in how they could wor-
ship. They were allowed to
cook for events, but active par-
ticipation in the church commu-
nity wasn’t really an option. 

“Growing up there at St.
Joseph, we … sat in the back of
the church, the very back of the
church, and they put us in a
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Two events in the coming
weeks may set the stage for the
Republican Party of Nelson
County, not only for the coming
election, but for the next sever-
al years. 

The Nelson County
Organization of Republican

Women is set to host its annual
Lincoln Day Dinner Feb. 18.
Only three weeks later, the
County Mass Convention,
where the Republican party
chooses its local and regional
leadership, will take place
March 10. 

Doors open for the Lincoln
Day Dinner at 5:30 p.m. at My
Old Kentucky Home Country

Club. Guests kick off with a
meet-and-greet, and any
Republican candidates for
office have been invited to the
event. 

“The idea of the Lincoln Day
Dinner is really to come togeth-
er as Republicans. It gives us an
opportunity to gather and to
honor Abraham Lincoln,
founder of the Republican

Party,” said Jan Ballard, a mem-
ber of the NCORW and chair-
woman of the Republican Party
of Nelson County. 

Newly elected Kentucky
Agriculture Commissioner
James Comer will be the event’s
featured speaker. 

“We are very pleased to have
Commissioner Comer coming
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Bardstown-Nelson County Tea Party
founder and Republican candidate
Donna A. Pegago, Cox’s Creek, said she
will not withdraw her filing to run for
the 50th District in the Kentucky House
of Representatives. She made her state-
ment a day after she said she would not
oppose Rep. David Floyd (R),
Bardstown, in primary elections in May.

“After getting all the facts, and giving
careful consideration to all my options,
I have decided that I will not withdraw
my candidacy for the House of
Representatives, 50th District, regard-
less of the outcome of the current court
actions,” Pegago said.

Pegago filed to represent Nelson
County in the House after House Bill 1
was enacted. House Bill 1 redrew the
boundaries of State House of
Representatives and State Senate dis-
tricts.

When the bill was passed Floyd filed
to run for State Senate. But a judge has
ruled House Bill 1 was unconstitutional
and threw out the new boundary lines.
That ruling put the old boundary lines
back in effect. Now, Nelson County
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The Nelson County Public Library
Board of Trustees discussed the most
recent developments at the two new
branches being built in New Haven and
Bloomfield at a meeting Thursday.

Most noteworthy, according to treas-
urer Jeff Dickerson, was a transfer from
the library’s operating account to the
library’s First Federal Money Market
account, which will gain some more
interest. The library is now earning a
higher interest rate on $2,506,911 in its
First Federal Money Market account,
Dickerson told the board.

“Our tax income from property taxes
is almost to 78 percent of what we were
budgeted and motor vehicle is almost to
half of what we had budgeted but we
exceeded our expectations as far as from
our delinquent tax as well as our com-
munications tax,” Dickerson said.

The construction budget for the
Bloomfield Branch Library is slightly
more than 40 percent expended and the
branch in New Haven is about 63 per-
cent expended, Dickerson told the
board. 

Sharon Shanks told the board the
construction target date is the end of
February; furniture will arrive toward

Library board
assesses finances
for new branches

Pegago stands
by her bid for
the House

Carrie Stivers (Also 
pictured at top) is pictured at 13 months old on a 
taylor-tot stroller in front of the former African-American schoolhouse now known
as the Bowman-Cherry Center. Only after years of campaigning to preserve the schoolhouse did Stivers’
mother, Florence Lydian Allen, show her this picture and tell her she was, in fact, born in the schoolhouse. Allen is
pictured in the doorway.
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Woman recounts memories, struggles, faith while growing up

Nelson County Republican Party readies for dinner, changes
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A photo diary
of local 
residents
“Growing Up
Black in
Bardstown.”


