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A Winchester sailor died during a
training exercise Thursday with the
Navy off the coast of North Car-
olina.
Petty Officer Second Class Taylor

Gallant, 22, was assigned to the Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile
Unit 12 on board the Canadian navy
ship HMCS Summerside, according
to a news release from the Navy Ex-
peditionary Combat Command pub-
lic affairs office. He was
transported to Naval Hospital

Camp Lejeune and was pronounced
dead on arrival. 
John Gay, public affairs officer

for NECC, said Gallant’s death is
under investigation, as the NECC
and the Naval Safety Center deter-
mine exactly what went wrong. 
Gallant enlisted in the Navy in

2008, and he reported to EODMU
12 in November 2010. He earned
the Good Conduct Medal, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal and
the Pistol Marksman Medal, ac-
cording to the Navy. 
His unit was operating with the

HMCS Summerside in preparation

for Bold Alligator 2012, a land and
water training exercise, the Navy
said. The exercise took place in
110-foot-deep waters.
Gay said Gallant and his unit

were conducting the training in the
Cherry Point Operating Area, an
area off the coast designated for
military training. The exercise
Thursday was routine. 
Gay said accidents like Gallant’s

do not happen a lot. 
“This was an anomaly, and that’s

why we’re conducting a complete,
thorough investigation to deter-
mine exactly what went wrong,” he

said. “. ... And we really need to de-
termine what caused the death and
also try to prevent it in the future.” 
Gay said investigators of the acci-

dent are looking at all the equip-
ment Gallant was using at the time
of the accident and also his per-
sonal physiology. 
Bill Taylor, Gallant’s grandfather,

said family members are not ready
to discuss what happened. 
Commander Eric Bray, Gallant’s

commanding officer, extended his
condolences to the Gallant family
in a news release.
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Winchester sailor dies in training mishap
MILITARY EXERCISE

Navy investigating training
accident that claimed life
of 22-year-old Taylor Gallant
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Bob Mayfield, the Clark
County Republican party
chairman and a state GOP
executive committee mem-
ber, had some strong words
about the state’s newly-cre-
ated legislative districts:
“It’s a good practice gone
bad.”
“Everyone is at a disad-

vantage here,” Mayfield said.
Thursday, state Reps. Jeff

Hoover, R-Jamestown; Kim
King, R-Harrodsburg; and
Joseph Fischer, R-Fort
Thomas; and citizens Frey
Todd and Anthony Gaydos
filed suit in Franklin Circuit
Court to seek an injunction
that would postpone Tues-
day’s House filing deadline
and declare the current dis-
trict map unconstitutional.
Judge Phillip Shepherd

will hear the case today in
Frankfort.
“My experience is there’s

plenty of time between now
and May 22 to get appropri-
ate districts into place,” Vic-
tor Maddox, a Louisville
attorney representing the
plaintiffs, said Friday.
According to Maddox, the

plaintiffs believe the new
map is unconstitutional be-
cause of the divisions within
counties, splitting 246
precincts. Maddox cited the
portion of Pulaski County
used to connect Casey and
Madison Counties and the
use of a portion of Laurel
County to connect McCreary
and Jackson Counties.
“Our view is counties

should be contiguous if
they’re going to be part of a 
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Judge
to hear
lawsuit
on new
districts
Local GOP chief
says all candidates
put at disadvantage

Two decades ago, local au-
thor and historian Harry Enoch
finished a book about
his tour of
duty
in
Viet-
nam for
his fa-
ther. Al-
though
the project
was
shelved, it
has now been
published in
an experiment
rising out of a
local workshop.
The book, “A Year in Vietnam

with the 101st Airborne 1969-
1970,” is a collection of letters
Enoch sent home while in Viet-
nam turned into journal form,
and he published it as an
eBook on Amazon.com a cou-
ple weeks ago. It’s available for
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A YEAR IN VIETNAM
Author’s letters home see light of day

“At a party once, a
girl asked me how
many babies I killed
in Vietnam. I was
stunned. From then
on I didn’t talk about
the war with anybody
except other
veterans.”— HARRY ENOCH

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun

ABOVE: Harry Enoch,
Winchester resident
and local historian,
talks about publishing
his eBook on his time
in Vietnam from 1969
to 1970, during a re-
cent interview at the
Clark County Public Li-
brary. Enoch published
his story because of
an experiment for a
writer’s workshop at
the library.

LEFT: This photo was
taken around Aug. 30,
1969, of a team Enoch
assembled to act as a
radio relay for an
eight-man reconnais-
sance team. The photo
is featured in his
eBook.


